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She wants to run away from her father who hits her 
 

I would be grateful if you answer my problem. My 16 year old female cousin 
lives currently in the US with her parents & older brother. As due to the 
country's law no one can hurt her, but her family is planning to go to their 
homeland for a visit and she is sure that her father will hit her & her mother, 
as he did before, or marry her of without her consent. Her father's side of the 
family will do nothing & her brother joins in hitting her. I or my family can do 
nothing to stop this. She is so sure that they will abuse her that she plans to 
runaway prior to their departure, live with a female friend & never return. I 
told her that this is against our religion but she wiling to take the risk of living 
on the street than being alone with her father. If I tell my family she will never 
trust me. Only you can tell me what a Muslim girl is to do. Please reply before 
its to late. 

 
Praise be to Allah.    

It is not permissible for your cousin to run away from her family and live 
with another family, because that involves disobeying her parents and 
upsetting them and damaging their reputation. Moreover her living with a 
strange family will pose a great danger to her and her religious commitment.  

No matter how badly she is treated by her family that cannot compare with 
what she is planning to do. No woman follows this course but she goes astray 
and loses her religious commitment. That is the punishment for disobeying 
her parents that comes in this world, before the Hereafter. The Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Two things for which the 
punishment is hastened in this world: injustice and disobedience to parents.” 
Narrated by al-Haakim and classed as sahih by al-Albaani in Sahih al-Jaami’, 
no. 2810.  

She may come to regret it at the time when regret will be to no avail, when 
her father or mother dies angry with her. 

So she must go back to her family and honour her father and treat him kindly. 
If he causes some annoyance let her bear it with patience and seek reward. 
She should understand that the fire of this world is not like the Fire of the 
Hereafter, and that no matter what hardships she endures in this world, if she 
earns the pleasure of Allah and enters Paradise, she will indeed have 
succeeded, and no matter what comforts of this life she enjoys, if she then 
incurs the wrath of Allah and enters His Fire, she will indeed be doomed. 

 She should regard the harm that her family does her as being like a sickness 
that cannot be warded off. She does not know, perhaps she may suffer 
diseases and pains that are many times worse than that harm, as a 
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punishment for her disobedience and her living with someone other than her 
family.  

She should strive to make du’aa’ and turn to Allah, asking Him to guide her 
parents and her brother, and to help her to find a righteous husband. 

If her parents insist on marrying her to someone who is not suitable for her, 
she may refer the matter to the sharee’ah court; the same applies if her father 
refuses to marry her to a compatible man who comes to propose marriage to 
her. 

She does not have the right to arrange her own marriage without the 
permission of her wali (guardian). If she does that her marriage is invalid 
because the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “There 
is no marriage except with a wali.” Narrated by Abu Dawood, 2085; al-
Tirmidhi, 1101; Ibn Maajah, 1881, from the hadith of Abu Moosa al-Ash’ari; 
classed as sahih by al-Albaani in Sahih al-Tirmidhi.  

And the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Any 
woman who gets married without the permission of her wali, her marriage is 
invalid, her marriage is invalid, her marriage is invalid. If the marriage has 
been consummated, the mahr is hers because she has allowed the man to be 
intimate with her. If there is a dispute, then the ruler is the wali of the one 
who has no wali.” Narrated by Ahmad, 24417; Abu Dawood, 2083; classed as 
sahih by al-Albaani in Sahih al-Jaami’, no. 2709.  

The point is that you should strive to advise your cousin of what we have said 
here. If she insists on running away from her family, you have to tell them 
about that, so as to prevent this great evil from happening, even if that leads 
to her not trusting you in the future. Denouncing evil is obligatory upon the 
one who is able to do it, and what you do will be good for her.  

Her father should also be advised and reminded of Allah, and warned against 
mistreating his children unlawfully. This is the kind of wrongdoing which 
will be darkness on the Day of Resurrection.  

And Allah knows best. 
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