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{So whoever hopes for the meeting with his Lord, let him work righteousness and associate
none as a partner in the worship of his Lord} [ 18:110]
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Notes

Please note: for the sake of readability, the title of this treatise has been paraphrased to: “Four
principles the religion is based upon.” The exact translation is “Four principles the rulings of the

religion revolve around.”
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In the name of Allah, the most
Merciful the Bestower of mercy.

These four principles are from the
fundamental principles of the
religion, the rulings [of the Sharr’ah]
are based upon them.

They are the greatest blessings
which Allah, the Most High, has
blessed Muhammad # and his
Ummah with.

He made their religion perfect and
comprehensive; encompassing and
more knowledge based than the
other religions.

Allah, the Blessed and Most High,
combined all this for [the followers of
Islam], in very little words. This is
something that should be paid
attention to before knowing the four
principles.
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You should know the statement of
the Prophet #, when he mentioned
to us that he had certain qualities
which Allah exclusively chose for
him over the other Messengers.

He wanted from us to know this
blessing of Allah and show gratitude
to Him.

He said, when he mentioned, the
exclusive qualities:

‘I have been given Jawami’ al-

kalim’ [al-Bukhar]

The Imam of Hijaz, Muhammad ibn
Shihab az-Zuhrt said: ‘Its meaning
is that Allah gave him the ability to
communicate deep meanings with
little words.”’
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The First Principle:

The prohibition of speaking about
Allah without knowledge.

This is due to His saying, the Most
High,

{Say, “My Lord has only
forbidden immoralities...”}

to His saying,
{...and that you say about Allah

that which you do not
knows} [07:33]
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The Second Principle:

Every matter which the Legislator
remained silent over, is a pardoning.

It is not permitted for anybody to
prohibit, obligate, recommend or
dislike [what Allah remained silent
over].

This is due to His saying, the Most
High,

{O you who have believed, do not
ask about things which, if they
are shown to you, will distress
you} [05:101]

The Prophet # said,

‘He [Allah] remained silent over
matters as a mercy upon you, not
due to forgetfulness; so do not ask
regarding those matters.’ [Darqutni]
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The third principle:

Abandoning clear and precise, and
instead utilising [relatively]
ambiguous evidence is the
methodology of the people of
deviation, like the Rafidah and
Khawarij.

The Most High said,

{As for those in whose hearts is
deviation [from truth], they will
follow that of it which is
ambiguous} [03:07]

The obligation upon a Muslim is to
follow the clear direct evidences; if
a person knew the meaning of the
ambiguous proofs, he would realise
that they do not contradict the clear
evidences, rather agree with them.

In all cases, it is obligatory to follow
the scholars of deep knowledge, in
their saying:

{We believe in it. All [of it] is
from our Lord} [03:07]
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The fourth principle:

The Prophet # mentioned, ‘the
Halal (permitted matters) are clear;
the Haram (forbidden matters) are
clear; and between them are
doubtful matters.’

So whoever does not understand
this principle with intelligence, yet
speaks decisively, he is truly
misguided and misguiding others.
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The [first] three principles were
mentioned by Allah in His Book,
and the fourth was mentioned by
the Prophet %.

Know, may Allah h have mercy
upon you, that these four
statements, despite their concise
nature, the religion is based upon
them.

[These four principles] apply,
regardless of whether a person is
speaking about the knowledge of
Tafsir, knowledge of Usdal, the
knowledge of the actions of the
heart, the knowledge of promised
[reward] and the threats [of
punishment] or other branches of
religious knowledge.
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