Women's roles,
rights & obligations

Spiritual status

As shown in the Buranic verses above, women are considered to be the
spiritual equals of men, and they heve the same religious duties. This s all
the more important when we consider that the main goal of @ Muslim is
to serve God, and that this world is regarded as no more than a testing-
ground to prapare onesalf for aternal life after death. Therafore, worldly
accomplishments, fame, wealth and power simply do not have the same
attraction for'a Muslim, whose main focus is on the Mext World. The
Gur'an repeatedly draws ocur attention to the fact that the time we spend
in this world | short and unpredictable, and what really counts s our
character, how we treat others, and what we do with the blessings God
has gven us.

In this conbext, home and family are ol paramount importance, snce
steble families are essential to the rearing of welladjusted children who
will transmit their faith and values to the next generation, ocording to 8
welkknown Arab provarb,

'The mother is a schoaol.’

|slam supparts the traditional division of labour whereby women
assume the main respensibility for home while men are responsible
for their financial support, but with an important difference
motherhood and homemeaking, like a8 Muslim's inner (ife, are not
considered to be less important or réewarding than a professional
career Indeed, motherhood is one of the most important
professions, and competent mothers who can successfully run a
warm and wealcoming home, and raise a family of happy, confident
and welkdisciplined children are becoming ncreasingly hard to find.
Muslim wives and mothers are granted the respect due to all womaen
for the strugoles and sacrifices they make for the sake of their
families. Furthermore, Muslims consider it unfair to burden women
with both the physical snd emotionsl demands of motherhood and
the professional dermands of the workplace, which end up exhausting
so many women and destroying family life for the sake of financial
gain, Mushms often express sympathy for women in the West, many
ot whom sutfer from sexual exploitation and abuse at home and inthe
workplace, while being unappreciated in their tradivonal roles.

And of His signs is this:

He created spouses for you from
among yourselves that you might
find comfort in them, and He
put between you love and mercy.
Surely there are signs in that for

people who reflect.
[Bur'an 30:21)

Many people are aware that Muslim men are
permitted to marry more than one wife. Whatig not
generally known is that strict conditions of equal
treatment in terms of time and money are imposed
on men who do, or that women may stipulate in
their marriage contracts that they have the right to
divorce if their husbands take another wife.

In reakity, monogamy s the norm and polygamy the exception; it has never
been gommaon amaong Muslims except in areas whera it was already
practisad, and itis seldom successiul unkess tha first wite agreas

Islam did not introduca pobygamy; 0 reality, some farm of polygamy -
whether with legal marriages, mistresses, prosttuton or extra-marital
affairs- ooours in every society, Rather islam allowed and regulated it in
order to protect  women and children who might otherwise be takan
ethvantage of. In certain cases, sech as when the first wife Is chronically
[or mantally] il or unable to bear childran; when there are many widows
end orphans due towar; orwhen amarriage has effectualy broken down
but the wife would prefer to remain marred; open and legaksed polygary
can be s workable second-best solution

The Prophet Muhammad was married to hig first wife, Khadiah, for 25
yoars, and he tid not take otherwives until after her death, His merrisges
toseveral widows and dvorcees in later years were primarily contracted
for political and humanitaran reasons, as wes expected of 8 man in his
positicn.

His home life was characterised by love,
consideration, kindness and respect.
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Beyond Stereotypes

What comes to your mind when you think of 8 Mqum_. following verses are just a few notable examples:
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gain support for someone's political agenda.

Well, for ane thing, Mushms account for 20-25% of the ¢
planet, and lslam has become the sacond main religion mEL
you know that the majorty of Eurapean and Amercan |
are women - not men? Would it surprise you to learn that
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attracts many followers outside its heartiands? [Bur'an 33:35)

ThEre is no guestion in Islam of men and wamen being at odds with

one another, engaged in some kind of historical struggle for power

Hather, the roles of both are complementary and essential. The

Bur'an states: The Prophet Muhammad was an extremely successful social
f B E ader, who championad the

O mankind! Be mindful of your duty to your Lord, Who created you ghts « ;g Ippr # erses referring to

In this brochere we aim to Iook beyond sensatonalistic o
to take & ghimpsa at what Islam has to offer educated
world, and understand why so many [men and) women of eve
colour, and socisl class have made Islam their choiee The truth
life, is beyond propaganda and stereotypes.

: from & single being, and from it created its mate, and from the
f I . 4 L
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Tha Qur'an is the nnl;r boak of warld Scripture in which . [throughout the earth], Fear God, in Whose [Name] you deman the right to own, inherit and d & of their own property ast
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[Qurian 4:1) cantury,

frequently referred to alongside men, and both are'd
friends and partnersin faith

In contrast to the dismal situation affectir 10 MAny Woman in o Opireg
countries today, early Muslim women were noted for their learning and
aocomplishmants. The Prophet deciared, "To seek knowledge is an
obligation on every Muslim, male and female,’ and his own wife Aisha
was responsible for transmitting thousands of his sayings to later
generations. Aisha was also rencwned for her knowledge of poetry,
medicine, and Islamic law, as well as her personal qualities of
character and intelligence. When she led a battle after the Prophet's
death, no one objected on the grounds that she was a woman. Many
Muslim women in the medieval period enjoyed positions of respect as
scholars and religious authorities. Therefore, Muslims seeking to
improve the position of women in society have usually focused their
efforts on getting men [and women] to practice Islam, rather than
trying to ‘reform’ it, as happened with other religions. The main
obstacles to Muslim women achieving the rights guaranteed to them,
then and now, have been persistent un-lslamic cultural traditions
[usually dating to the period before people accepted Islam in a given
locality), inadequate religious education; and the bad side of human
nature,
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What's Available at WAMY

Books

INSIGHT INTO ISLAM:

A comprehensive book that introduces the principles of Islam and why
pecple follow its way of Hfe. Fluently written, straightforwardly
arganised and very well designed. The book combines text, pictures
and graphics In a beautiful artistic blend.

Other Brochures about Islam in this series

- Islam and the environment.
- What is Islam? a holistic view,
- The Qur'an: a book you can believe in.
- Muhammad: a role model for a new millennium.
- Women in Islam; beyond stereotypes.
- Jesus: an Islamic view.
- Discover Islam booklets

Exhibition material about Islam

Also available from WAMY a unique set of posters, suitable for
exhibitions and all events aimed at Introducing the teachings
of Islam. A1 size posters, full colour and very well designed
using the most up-to-date computer desian packages. Two
sets of exhibition posters are available:

- Discover Islam _posters: A new, Improved set of 30 full colour
posters. These unigue posters have proved very useful for exhibitions
as they Introduce the various dspects of Iskam, in a succinct, yet
comprenensive way.

- Womenin Islam posters:- Asetoften posters presenting the role
of women in Islamic society. Through its different sections. This set of
posters helps to refute the negative stereotyplical images about
Muslim womean

Authentic information about Isiam can be accessed from:

wwwislamonline. net
wWarw arunyanya.com
www.muslimheritage.com
www 100 inventions.com
www.discover-istam-oniine.com

Interested in lsarrang more about lslsm, or to order any of
the above matenal, please contact

WAMY UK
+44 (D) 207 636 710
E-mail: wamyotfice@yahoo couk - Website: www.wamy.co.uk
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