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Preface

All praise is due to Allāh, the Lord of all the worlds. May 

Allāh’s praise and peace be upon our Prophet Muḥammad, and 

all his family and companions.

To proceed:

This nation is honored with knowledge. The first Qur’ānic 

verse was revealed in its exhortation. Allāh, the Exalted, said,

َ سمح ِ ّ ِ رَ ۡ ِ  
ۡ
أ َ ۡ ِيٱ َ ٱ َ سجىَ

“Read! In the Name of your Lord, Who created.” [Al-‘Alaq: 1]

Since reading is one of the fundamentals of learning, I 

compiled its principles while keeping in mind comprehensiveness, 

simplicity, and ease, as well as establishing proficiency in reading 

for the beginner’s in a short period of time. I entitled it (Al-Qā‘idah 

Al-Madaniyyah: Teaching Arabic Reading for Beginners) .

I ask Allāh to make it beneficial and sincere for His Honorable 

Face.

May Allāh’s praise and peace be upon our Prophet Muḥammad, 

and all his family and companions.

Dr. ‘Abdul-Muḥsin bin Muḥammad al-Qāsim

Imām and Khatīb of the Honorable Al-Masjid An-Nabawī

Completed on the day of ‘Eid al-Aḍḥā,

in the year 1441 AH.
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In the Name of Allāh, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.

Preface
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1. I built this book on a knowledge-based foundation, relying on the books of the 

Arabic language.

2. I included in the book all the principles that a student needs.

3. I placed a foreword before the lessons about the shapes, names, and sounds of the 

letters.

4. I divided the book into 13 chapters, most of which have various sub-lessons.

5. I made sure to use a logical sequence and step-by-step learning while organizing 

the book.

6. I linked the lessons together so the student can recollect what was studied 

previously.

7. I set learning goals for the student to accomplish in each chapter.

8. I specify what the teacher needs in the beginning of every chapter, such as the 

reading method and other than that.

9. I put a summarized method for teaching reading.

10. I separated some of the chapters and lessons for some of the reading principles,

because of the importance of perfecting them, and so the student is not confused 

(with similar ones):

A. The glottal stop (i.e., al-hamzah), because of its importance, and because it 

doesn’t appear except after the weak letters or with them for the most part.

B. The long hamzah (i.e., al-hamzah al-mamdūdah), due to the combination 

of two hamzahs or a hamzah and an alif.

C. The short alif (i.e., al-alif al-maqṣūrah), due to its shape resembling that of 

the yā’.

D. Hamzat al-qaṭ‘, hamzat al-waṣl, at-tā’ al-marbūṭah, and the lunar and solar 

lāms, to perfect that which is similar in writing but difference in 

pronunciation.

E. Natural elongation (i.e., al-madd aṭ-ṭabī‘ī), because of how common it is in 

the Arabic Language, as well as the learner’s need to know and perfect it.

F. The alif that appears after the wāw indicating the masculine plural pronoun 

(i.e., wāw al-jamā‘ah), because this alif is not pronounced.

G. Terms of the Qur’ānic script, and I wrote their examples using the 

Qur’ānic script so the student can read the Noble Qur’ān without 

confusing it with what he learned from the other reading principles.

H. The Numbers from one (1) to twenty (20), so he can read single-worded 

and double-worded numbers.

11. I divided the chapter entitled: “Reading Words” into five lessons, starting with 

two words all the way up to four words, then a sentence, then passages containing 

multiple sentences.

My Methodology in the Book

My Methodology in 

the Book



My Methodology in the Book

12. I started the lessons with the fatḥah, followed by the kasrah, and finally the 

ḍammah, because the fatḥah is the lightest of the vowels, followed by the kasrah. 

Then I mentioned the sukūn after them.

13. I limited the examples in the chapter entitled Letters with Vowels and Absence of 

Vowels [i.e., sukūn] to three letters.

14. From Chapters Two through Five, I included the letters of the Arabic alphabet in 

their various forms followed by examples.

15. I wrote all the words with their vowels, and I wrote the accusative nunation (i.e., 

fatḥatān) above the alif.

16. I limited the examples to words from the Qur’ān and Prophetic Sunnah because 

they are the foundation of the Arabic language.

17. I was careful to choose examples that are easy to read and understand, and have 

clear meanings.

18. In the chapter entitled “Reading Words”, I was careful to choose examples that 

are inclusive of the foundations of the religion, proper etiquette, and good 

character so the student can combine between knowledge and cultivation.

19. Until Chapter Five, I ordered the intended letter in the examples alphabetically. 

After that, the order is either before the intended letter or after it, and I started 

with the hamzah in Chapters Two and Three.

20. I have avoided repeating words in the examples used, so the student can read a 

variety of words.

21. I separated the letters and examples in tables and distinguished between their 

rows using two colors: white and green.

22. I distinguished between the intended words and vowels in the lessons using the 

color red.

23. I have prepared an audio recording of the letters and words in the book so the 

student can achieve the skill of listening, and reading correctly.

24. Alongside this book, I authored another book specifically for writing. I entitled it: 

(Al-Qā‘idah Al-Madaniyyah: Teaching Writing for Beginners), so the student can 

combine the skills of reading and writing.
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The Features of Al Qā‘idah

 Al-Madaniyyah
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1. Academically grounded in the books of Arabic language.

2. Inclusive of all the principles of reading.

3. Simplicity and ease in learning to read.

4. A progressive step-by-step methodology in learning to read.

5. Learning to read and perfecting it in a short time.

6. Its examples are from the Noble Qur’ān and Prophetic 

Sunnah.

7. Simple and clear examples.

8. Non-redundant examples.

9. The examples in the chapter entitled “Reading Words” are 

inclusive of the foundations of the religion, and good 

character.

10. It is accompanied by an audio recording that helps with 

listening and reading correctly.

11. It is followed by a separate book for writing using the same 

examples.

The Features of Al-Qā‘idah 

Al-Madaniyyah



9

The Objectives of 

Al-Qā‘idah Al-Madaniyyah

Upon finishing the book, with Allāh’s permission, the student 

will be able to:

 Identify the letters of the alphabet and their shapes.

 Read the letters of the alphabet and their shapes correctly.

 Identify vowel diacritics and the absence of vowels [i.e., 

sukūn].

 Read letters with vowels and absence of vowels correctly.

 Identify nunation (i.e., tanwīn).

 Perfect reading letters that are nunated (i.e., have a tanwīn).

 Identify letters with double consonants and vowels.

 Read letters with both double consonants and vowels 

correctly.

 Identify nunated letters with double consonants.

 Read nunated letters with double consonants correctly.

 Differentiate between the pronunciation of hamzat al-qaṭ‘ 

and hamzat al-waṣl and their writing.

 Identify the letters of natural elongation (i.e., al-madd aṭ-

ṭabī‘ī)

 Identify the alif that appears after the masculine plural 

pronoun (i.e., wāw al-jamā‘ah).

 Perfect reading at-tā’ al-marbūṭah when joining and when 

stopping on it.

 Read the lunar and solar lāms correctly.

 Perfect reading words, sentences, and passages correctly.

 Read the Noble Qur’ān with the terms of the ‘Uthmani 

Script.

 Perfect reading numbers correctly.

The Objectives of 

Al-Qā‘idah Al-Madaniyyah
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Chapter One

The Alphabet

Chapter Two

 Letters with Vowels 

(i.e., Ḥarakāt) and the 

Absence of Vowels 

(i.e., sukūn)

Chapter Three

Letters with Nunation

 (i.e., Tanwīn)

Chapter Four

 Letters with Double 

Consonants (i.e., Shaddah) 

and Vowels

Chapter Five

 Letters with Double 

Consonants and Nunation 

(i.e., Shaddah and Tanwīn)

Chapter Six

 Hamzat al-Qaṭ‘ and Hamzat 

al-Waṣl

Chapter Seven

The Natural Elongation

 (i.e., Al-Madd aṭ-Ṭabī‘ī)

Chapter Eight

 The Alif After The

Masculine Plural Pronoun

 (i.e., Wāw al-Jamā‘ah)

Chapter Nine

 The Tied Tā’

 (i.e., at-Tā’ al-Marbūṭah)

Chapter Ten

 The Lunar and Solar Lāms 

(i.e., al-Lām al-Qamariyyah 

and al-Lām ash-Shamsiyyah)

Chapter Eleven

 Reading Words

Chapter Twelve

 Terms of the Qur’ānic Script

Chapter Thirteen

 Numbers

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

1

The Curriculum, Step-by-Step

The Curriculum, 

Step-by-Step
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Introduction

The Arabic alphabet contains twenty-eight (28) letters, each of which has its 

own shape, name, and sound, as follows:

For the Teacher

Introduction

Shape Name Sound

ض ضَاد Ḍād ضَ  Ḍa

ط طَاء Ṭā’ طَ  Ṭa

ظ ظَاء Ẓā’ ظَ  Ẓa

ع عَين ‘Ayn عَ  ‘A

غ غَين Ghayn غَ  Gha

ف فَاء Fā’ فَ  Fa

ق قَاف Qāf قَ  Qa

ك كَاف Kāf كَ  Ka

ل لاَم Lām لَ  La

م ميِم Mīm مَ  Ma

ن نُون Nūn نَ  Na

هـ هَاء Hā’ هَـ Ha

و واو Wāw وَ  Wa

ي ياء Yā’ يَ  Ya

Shape Name Sound

أ أَلفِ Alif ا Ā

ب بَاء Bā’ بَ  Ba

ت تَاء Tā’ تَ  Ta

ث ثَاء Thā’ ثَ  Tha

ج جِيم Jīm جَ  Ja

ح حَاء Ḥā’ حَ  Ḥa

خ خَاء Khā’ خَ  Kha

د دَال Dāl دَ  Da

ذ ذَال Dhāl ذَ  Dha

ر رَاء Rā’ رَ  Ra

ز زاي Zāy زَ  Za

س سِين Sīn سَ  Sa

ش شِين Shīn شَ  Sha

ص صَاد Ṣād صَ  Ṣa

(1)

(2)

(3)

 

(1) The names of the letters are pronounced with a sukūn on the last letter [i.e., when 

stopping]. As for the case of joining then they are pronounced with two ḍammahs.

(2) The Alif is a vowel-less letter, and it is preceded by a fatḥah. Therefore, its sound 

is not apparent except when it is read with a letter before it, e.g., ( تا-با ) [bā - tā], and 

it is the length of two vowels.

(3) Its sound, as well as that of the remaining letters, are a single vowel in length.
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Chapter One

The Alphabet

Objectives

Upon finishing this chapter, with Allāh’s permission, the 

student will be able to:

 Identify the letters of the Arabic alphabet.

 Read the letters of the Arabic alphabet correctly.

 Identify the shapes of the letters of the Arabic alphabet.

 Read the letters of the Arabic alphabet in their various 

forms.

 Identify and read the hamzah (i.e., the glottal stop) in its 

various forms.

 Identify and read the long hamzah (i.e., al-hamzah al-

mamdūdah).

 Identify and read the short alif (i.e., al-alif al-maqṣūrah).
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Lesson One

 Letters of The Alphabet

The Alphabet Chapter One



14

Lesson Two

 Shapes of the Letters of The Alphabet

The AlphabetChapter One

IndividualEnd Middle Begin
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ب  The Alphabet Chapter One

IndividualEnd Middle Begin
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The AlphabetChapter One

IndividualEnd Middle Begin
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ب  The Alphabet Chapter One

IndividualEnd Middle Begin
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Lesson Three

 The Hamzah

Shapes of 

the Hamzah

The AlphabetChapter One

Lesson Four

The Long Hamzah 

Lesson Five

The Short Alif 

Shapes of the

 Elongated Hamzah

Shapes of the 

Short Alif
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Chapter Two

Letters with Vowels and 
the Absence of Vowels

Objectives

Upon finishing this chapter, with Allāh’s permission, the 

student will be able to:

 Identify the vowels and the absence of vowels [i.e., 

sukūn].

 Read letters that have vowels and sukūn correctly
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Lesson One

The Fatḥah ( َ◌)

Letters with Vowels and 

the Absence of Vowels
Chapter Two
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Letters with Vowels and 

the Absence of Vowels
Chapter Two

Examples Of 

The Fatḥah ( َ◌)
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Letters with Vowels and 

the Absence of Vowels
Chapter Two
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Letters with Vowels and 

the Absence of Vowels
Chapter Two

Lesson Two

 The Kasrah ( ِ◌)
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Letters with Vowels and 

the Absence of Vowels
Chapter Two

Examples Of 

 The Kasrah ( ِ◌)
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Letters with Vowels and 

the Absence of Vowels
Chapter Two
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Letters with Vowels and 

the Absence of Vowels
Chapter Two

Lesson Three

 The Ḍammah ( ُ◌)
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Letters with Vowels and 

the Absence of Vowels
Chapter Two

Examples Of 

 The Ḍammah ( ُ◌)
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Letters with Vowels and 

the Absence of Vowels
Chapter Two
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Letters with Vowels and 

the Absence of Vowels
Chapter Two

Lesson Four

 The Sukūn ( ْ◌)
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Letters with Vowels and 

the Absence of Vowels
Chapter Two

Examples Of

 The Sukūn ( ْ◌)
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Letters with Vowels and 

the Absence of Vowels
Chapter Two



Chapter Three

Letters with Nunation 

Objectives

Upon finishing this chapter, with Allāh’s permission, the 

student will be able to:

 Identify nunation.

 Perfect reading nunated letters.

32
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Letters with Nunation Chapter Three

Lesson One

 The Fatḥatān ( ً◌)
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Letters with Nunation Chapter Three

Examples Of

 The Fatḥatān ( ً◌)
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Letters with Nunation Chapter Three

Lesson Two

 The Kasratān ( ٍ◌)
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Letters with Nunation Chapter Three

Examples Of

 The Kasratān ( ٍ◌)
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Letters with Nunation Chapter Three

Lesson Three

 The Ḍammatān ( ٌ◌)



38

Letters with Nunation Chapter Three

Examples Of

 The Ḍammatān ( ٌ◌)
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Letters with Double 
Consonants and Vowels

Objectives

Upon finishing this chapter, with Allāh’s permission, the 

student will be able to:

 Identify Letters with double consonants and vowels.

 Read letters with double consonants and vowels 

correctly.

Chapter Four
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Letters with Double 

Consonants and Vowels
Chapter Four

Lesson One

The Shaddah With The Fatḥah ( َّ  )
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Letters with Double 

Consonants and Vowels
Chapter Four

Examples Of 
The Shaddah With The Fatḥah ( َّ  )
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Letters with Double 

Consonants and Vowels
Chapter Four

Lesson Two
The Shaddah With The Kasrah ( ِّ )
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Letters with Double 

Consonants and Vowels
Chapter Four

Examples Of 
The Shaddah With The Kasrah ( ِّ )
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Letters with Double 

Consonants and Vowels
Chapter Four

Lesson Three
The Shaddah With The Ḍammah ( ُّ  )
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Letters with Double 

Consonants and Vowels
Chapter Four

Examples Of 
The Shaddah With The Ḍammah ( ُّ  )
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Chapter Five

Letters with Double 
Consonants and Nunation

Objectives

Upon finishing this chapter, with Allāh’s permission, the 

student will be able to:

 Identify nunated double consonant letters.

 Read nunated double consonant letters correctly.
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Letters with Double 

Consonants and Nunation
Chapter Five

Lesson One

) (The Shaddah With The Fatḥatān 
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Letters with Double 

Consonants and Nunation
Chapter Five

Examples Of 
The Shaddah With The Fatḥatān ) (
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Letters with Double 

Consonants and Nunation
Chapter Five

Lesson Two
The Shaddah With The Kasratān  (  )ٍّ
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Letters with Double 

Consonants and Nunation
Chapter Five

Examples Of 
The Shaddah With The Kasratān (ٍّ )
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Letters with Double 

Consonants and Nunation
Chapter Five

Lesson Three
The Shaddah With The Ḍammatān (ٌّ )
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Letters with Double 

Consonants and Nunation
Chapter Five

Examples Of 
The Shaddah With The Ḍammatān ( ٌّ )
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Letters with Double 

Consonants and Nunation
Chapter Five

Lesson Four

Two Letters With Shaddahs (ّّ)
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Chapter Six

Hamzat al-Qaṭ‘ and 

Hamzat al-Waṣl

Objectives

Upon finishing this chapter, with Allāh’s permission, the 

student will be able to:

 Differentiate between Hamzat al-Qaṭ‘ and Hamzat al-Waṣl in 

their shapes, and how they are read.

 Read the Hamzat al-Qaṭ‘ and Hamzat al-Waṣl correctly.
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Lesson One

Hamzat al-Qaṭ‘

Examples Of 

Hamzat al-Qaṭ‘

Hamzat al-Qaṭ‘ and Hamzat 

al-Waṣl 
Chapter Six



56

Lesson Two

Hamzat al-Waṣl

Examples Of 

Hamzat al-Waṣl

Hamzat al-Qaṭ‘ and Hamzat 

al-Waṣl 
Chapter Six



57

Chapter Seven

The Natural Elongation

Objectives

Upon finishing this chapter, with Allāh’s permission, the 

student will be able to:

 Identify the letters of natural elongation.

 Read the letters of natural elongation correctly.
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  ب اں 

Examples of Natural Elongation 

With The Letter Alif

The Natural Elongation Chapter Seven

The Natural 

Elongation 

Examples of Natural Elongation 

With The Letter Wāw

Examples of Natural Elongation 

With The Letter Yā’
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Chapter Eight

The Alif After The 
Masculine Plural Pronoun 

Objectives

Upon finishing this chapter, with Allāh’s permission, the 

student will be able to:

 Identify the alif after the masculine plural pronoun [i.e., wāw al-

jamā‘ah].
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The Alif After The 

Masculine Plural Pronoun 
Chapter Eight

The Alif After The 

Masculine Plural Pronoun 
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Chapter Nine

The Tied Tā’ 

Objectives

Upon finishing this chapter, with Allāh’s permission, the 

student will be able to:

 Identify the tied tā’ [i.e., at-tā’ al-marbūṭah].

 Perfect reading the tied tā’ when joining and when stopping 

on it.
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)ة(ل  ب اں 

The Tied Tā’ 

Examples of 

the Tied Tā’ 

The Tied Tā’ Chapter Nine

When JoiningWhen Stopping
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Chapter Ten

The Lunar and Solar Lāms 

Objectives

Upon finishing this chapter, with Allāh’s permission, the 

student will be able to:

 Distinguish between the lunar and solar lāms.

 Read the lunar and solar lāms correctly.
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The Lunar and Solar Lāms Chapter Ten

Lesson One

The Lunar Lām   

Examples of 

The Lunar Lām
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The Lunar and Solar Lāms Chapter Ten

Lesson Two

The Solar Lām    

Examples of 

The Solar Lām 
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Chapter Eleven

Reading Words

Objectives

Upon finishing this chapter, with Allāh’s permission, the 

student will be able to:

 Perfect reading words, sentences, and passages correctly.



67

Reading Words Chapter Eleven

Lesson One

Examples of Reading Two Words
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Reading WordsChapter Eleven

Lesson Two

Examples of Reading Three Words
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Reading Words Chapter Eleven

Lesson Three

Examples of Reading Four Words
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Reading WordsChapter Eleven

Lesson Four

Examples of Reading a Sentence
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Reading Words Chapter Eleven

Lesson Five
Examples of Reading a Paragraph
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Chapter Twelve

Terms of the Qur’ānic Script

Objectives

Upon finishing this chapter, with Allāh’s permission, the 

student will be able to:

 Identify some terms of the Qur’ānic script.

 Differentiate between the Qur’ānic script and the 

contemporary writing style.

Note
The Qur’ānic script differs from the contemporary writing style in 

some words and vowels.
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Lesson One

The Head of a Small Ḥā’

Lesson Two

The Head of a Small Ṣād 

Examples of The Head of a 

Small Ḥā’

Examples of The Head of a 

Small Ṣād 

Terms of the Qur’ānic Script Chapter Twelve



74

Terms of the Qur’ānic ScriptChapter Twelve

Lesson Three

The Elongation Symbol 

Lesson Four

A Hamzah Followed By An Alif 

Examples of The 

Elongation Symbol 

Examples of A Hamzah 

Followed By An Alif 

The Qur’ānic ScriptHow it is read
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Terms of the Qur’ānic Script Chapter Twelve

Lesson Five

A Small Letter Following a Large One 

Examples of The 

Small Alif 

Examples of The 

Small Wāw 

Examples of The 

Small Yā’ 
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Terms of the Qur’ānic ScriptChapter Twelve

Lesson Six: A Small Alif (ا) or Small Sīn (س) Above a Large Letter

Examples of

 A Small Letter Above a Large One

Examples of

 An Oval 

Lesson Seven: The Oval 
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ت  ا     ب اں  Terms of the Qur’ānic Scriptر Chapter Twelve

Examples of 

 A Circle 

Lesson Eight: The Circle 
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Chapter Thirteen

Numbers

Objectives

Upon finishing this chapter, with Allāh’s permission, the 

student will be able to:

 Perfect reading numbers correctly
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اد ا ب اں 

Numbers

Numbers Chapter Thirteen

012

345

678

91011

20 19 18

17 16 15

14 13 12
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