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Preambl 

In the name of Allah .. the Most G·racious 
the Mos, 

~4uhammad Ibn. Ahn1.iad Ibn Bakr Ibn Farah Al-.Ansari 
Ai-Khazraii Al-Andalus,i, known. as imam Qzu·tobi,. may 
Allah iiJI·give him and his parents. and all Muslims, says in. 
he original book. 

~aise be to Allah, the most High Wl.1.0 created the 
universe and ordained His ereafurss to parish, die, be 
resurrected to their final judgment and finally judged. a 
He says: '~ aeh soul will find the reeompense of' wha·t 
··t has 1ee:rned.'1 He also says in His Glorious Book: "Verily 

who comes to bi.s Lord as a sinner at judgment 
erein shall he ·neither clie nor liv,-~ 

me to Him es believers who hav 
teous deeds, for them are ranks exalted, 

ga:t"dens. of ,eternity., beneath. which flow rivers. They 
dwen the,:rein for aye: such is th.e rewar;d of those 
who purify themsefves from evil. 

01, I intended to write· a concise book that would benefit 
people after my death and remind. me in. this worldly life ,or. 
the pains of death, the affairs of tha dying people and the 
details of resurrection, heaven, hell, seditions, etc .. I copie 
the .PropheticJladiths- which are verified and documented­ 
from the books of the great scholars and. authorities of this 
nation according to my own vision. I titled the hook: In 
Reroetn.br .. ance of the· Affairs o.f 'the Dead and D,oomsday. I 
divided it into many chapters, each of whi,ch is followed by 
a related sectkm whlch elucidates some of the problematic 
is sUles discussed in the chapter and mentioned in the 
H adi:ths of the Prophet, may the peace and blessings of 
AU.ah be upon him. This is due to the fact that this book as 
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a who lie aim~ at reaching an unders.ta.ncling of the Prophet' s 
Haditns which is the 'best work a Muslim ean ever achieve, 

May Allah grant us His mHrcy and accept this effort 
which] exerted for Him only. J-Ie is the only God worthy of 
warship, praise be to Iiim. 
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Translators' In.trodu,ction 

L~n praise is due to Allah \Vho has power over 
everythiag. May His blesaing be, upon the b.o·IDy Prophet 
Muhammad, his family, his faithful companions who 
strove to see that the religion of Islam triumphed. Given 
the ma teriahstic character of life tb.at peopl e lead in this 
age, one might wonder: 1Nhat pulle us in 'the direction o.f 
il? Vlhat ca uses us to commit sins? Usually, it is the 

charm and glamour of this world that makes us forget 
Allal1 and his commandments, W·e forget that we ara 
servants of One God and that He is fuUy aware of our 
actions and deeds, and that we win be held accountable 
one· day before Him" We become heedless to the call of o., 
Creator, and go astray. 

Remembrance of Allah is the solution because it 
reinforces our conscious alignmen t with the reality thai 
Allah is our Crea tor and_ that our position in the natural 
order is that of tbs created, and that we OJ"e dependent 

All- 1...' M C-- - . • . Tu· - rr . ~ upon . an s r ercy ,vt our ve..ry esrstenee. . n aimryaa 
once. wrote, ~eme1nbrance of Allah ra to the heart wha 
water i.s, to fish. \Vha.t happens to a fish when it is taken 
out of w ater?" 

Remembrance of Allah drives away Satan, suppressing 
him and breaking him; it is, pleasing to our God, dispels 
wun-y and melancholy from the heart, adorns it with de­ 
light and joy, fills the heart and face with light, and cloaks 
the one who remembers Allah with dignity~ gentleness and 
freshnesa, It instills lov·e for Al]ah ~ fear of Him, and 
relating all matters to Him, It also, enhances Allah's re­ 
membrance of His servant, for as Allah says: "Remember- 
~e and I will rem.,mnber you~'1 We may wonder, how 

much should we remember All ah? The Qur1 an res ponds ~~ 
urah Al-J1lllJ111,ah; HRemember A1lah SWT Dinch pe:r·- 
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haps )l'OU may achieve sueeess, ~ Further, in Surah al ~ 
Dahr, Allah says: "Remem her the Name of your Lord at 
moirniug and in the evening and part of the night.~ 

There are many other verses besides "these in w hieh it 
has been enjoined to keep 'remembering Allah alw a.ys and 
in every conriifion because it is the very remembrance of 
Allah ·w hieh ke·eps the affairs of man in proper shape and 
sustaina him on the right path. ~7henev·er he becomes 
heedless of His remembrance, corporeal urges and instiga­ 
tion of evil forces everpower him. Its inevi table cones­ 
q uence fa that straying from tliie right path he will go 
beyond Iimits in the affairs of his life. 

How to perform Zihr? 
Today~ Muslims have employed many different methods 

to perform Zih», But we must 'be careful because some of 
them are simply innovation. Our Prophet, peace and 
blessings ilb e upon him, tau.ght us how to perform Zihr and 
·we must ml v on those teaching only to achieve this. 

The Qut' an ia the be st means for bringing the serv ant 
nearer to his Lo rd. From regular recitanion of Allah's 
message with understanding, you will receive a radiant. 
light to illumine the deeper reaches of y-0ur soul Sincere 
study 'r'71D. generate profound emotions 1 w arm th to mel 
Jour heart and bring tears running down your cheeks. T,0 
read the Quran is nothing Jess than to Ii ve the Qur' an 
.,Ulingly1 sincerely) devotedly, and. totally. The outcome of 
your entire life depends on how you heed the call given by 
'"' 1 Iah, Every single verse of Q.w·18,J1 will in vits you to 
choose and commit to Alla} .... 

It is im.pera. tive en us to establish such study of Al­ 
Que an at individual and collective levels. We must study 
the, Message of' Allah at our homes and establish Qur,an(c 
study eircles in our Islamic centers. 
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The whole process of prayer from ablution to prayer 
itself rHn1.in&. us about our Creator. We start it by pro- 
Iaiming that AU ah is Great. The various recitals through 
out the praye-r remind us ef our commitments to our Lord. 
We seek His guidance and ask Him again and again to 
enable us to avoid His wrath and. follow His Chosen Path .. 

We read out from the Qur1an and express witness to 
the truth of the Prophet a.ndl also refresh our belief in the 
Day of Judgm€nt and stimulate in our memory the fact 
that we have to appear before Allah S~JT and give an 
account of our entire life+ "01 ye wbo beHe1Te! Seek help 
·with patient perseverance and prayer; for Allah ts 
with tho,se who, patiently persevere .. 

Supplications extracted from the Qut'ttn and Sunna are 
an effective tool of remembrance. Yve have been given 
specific supplications for specific occasions. Supplications 
for events from start to the end of the day have been. given 
to us. What to s.ay when we, get up? Enter or exit bafh­ 
room? Start or finish eating? What to supplicate b1e'fore· 
itarting a j ourney or· transa,ction? How to ask Allah .for 
help in the times of need? \Vhat words to usa to than} 
"-llah? suppliea tion for smaller actions s uch as sneezing 
have been specified as weU. 

We should memorize these authentic supplications and 
reci te them appropriately. This practice will develop a 
special relationship be-tween our Creator and us .. 

Throughout the Qur)an, we are encouraged to observer 
our surroundings w hich are fuJJ. of the, signs of Allah. Every 
single one of them can facilitate our goal to remember 
All ah much. It is incumbent on us that we r,e-0,ect on the 
events in our daily live to strengthen 01u.-- bond with our Lord. 

- n short! Zikr is a. continuous process. In fact, Allah 
tens us in Surah al-Imran, verse 1911 "Those who 
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remember God when, th.tty are standing and when they· ctre 
e iUh~g and when theJ are· lyin,g." 

So with the help, of above mentioned methods, we 
should be able to develop the habits of remembering Allah 
constantly foUowwng the ways prescribed by Allah and 
demonstr ated by the! Prophet, peace and blessings be upon 
him. The constant remembrance win nourish and reform 
our hearts and minds, This practice ~rill increase our faith 
to discover and gr asp the message of our Ged, resulting in 
engraving faith on our hearts .. But we must understand 
that Zikr is a vehicle. Not the destination! FinaUy ~ We im­ 
plore Allah to make us live and die in total submission to 
Him, to forgive. our sins and! to make Paradise our abiding 
place in. the bere,:rltei-. May His peace and blessings be upon 
His messenger, who came to us with the true religion. 

Reda Bedeir 
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All Arabic names are trans Ii terated and italicized to 
make them easier for readers to identify. Titles of books 
are underlined: both the original transliterated name and 
the tn1.n.slated one. Numbers of Hadiths and sections are 
written in. bold Ietters to make divisions obvious, to, distin­ 
guish, Qur'anfo verses, are also written in 'bold letters for 
extra emphasis, A glossary of all Arabic words is provided 
'by the end of the book which explains the meaning of the 
word and its juriscic er religious imphc ations. 

Reda Bedeir 
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.hater I 

4-:1 ,.:t l..t.. =J"1 A1 -!:J L. l I ~ ~ r: . ~ +t ~ '.. ·q _J :L ~ j ~ •• (.~~~ ·~ 

6 m l')t· ·11~ J'l.J'~ ~I J}3 ~ 
Tb . ril- rd' ti~ f- ~ hi . ,I:', · e· m·ll'e· ·· .. 1c on o wrs ng:, or praymg 1.or, 

d.eath owing to a pliysical. or financial calamity 

~ ~tn :~ ~1 Jy.u.; Jli. :Ju ~l1 uc- fl ·u (LS.J.J) - ~ 
. ~; ~· ~ 111 :~ ~, ii~ u· LS u· ti ,~ J ·u. · .- " .. ".=-1 u - J1 ~<~; 
I~ •• ~~~--;.-· L ._,=~~r 

. 1 \ 1,· + "' I ;, Ji " ,; '" I • , .. - •• ,. 'I .. - I h "' , I ;:' ~ ~. {((.s' ~ ,i:,,.S, ..;... I '-,,..Ul,.;;:i 1~ •. ~ Y:J c.s--" ~ b.~l l...J......J~ 

ft_.1> ~I ~h]; (41) Lj,J~I 
1 .. On the aut:hotity of Aruis I may Allah be pleased with 

him, 1Voslem reported that Prnphet Mubammad, may the 
peace and bl esaings of Allah b~. upon him, said: "Do not 
wish dea th if you a re ®X:P osed to a calamity, If neeess acy. 
say: "O .AU ah ! Extend my life span if -it is better for me 
and let 1n0 di€: if death is better ·for me" (Verified by 
Bulthari) (f:ladit.h Sahih) 

, u _,JI ~~I ~ ll)) :~ .ihi J_y,<i.J Jti ~JLJ 4.i-c. s -r 
~, .uJ_, ,4.k ~, ~~i ~~ L~} .u, '~1~ c} LU ~ '\l t. , ~ ""JI' 

[c:7~ ~] ·((,~ Y.l ~~ ~)J, ~~, 
2- On the authority of Anes, may Allah be pleased with. 

him i Moe le m also narra ted that the Prophet, peace and 
blessings be upon him, said: "Do not wish death, and do 
not p!l:ay to die prematurely, for when you die you can no 
longer carry out ehari table· actions. Gro,viug old increases the 
umber of a faithful believer's good deeds" (liadith Sahih). 

3- B ukhari added: "Do not wish to die, beea use you are 
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either a benevolent believer who would carry out more 
charitabla deeds or a misanthrope who would seek the 
satisfaction ofrepentance'' (liadith Sahih). 

~)) :~ ~1 J_j.W.J J~ :Jla .~( ~ ~ ~ 0£ ( __ ;i,j~1) -f 

~ J~ ~l :;.lU~ i.JA J .!I , ~~ ~~ J.Jki ul-2 w yJ.~ I~ 
(~ ~l.::t.] ··{(~w"j 11 411 ~ j-.J.! l5~;,,.._ ~I 

.. _ On the authority of Jaber Ibn Abdullah, Al-Bazzer 
reported that the Prophet, may the peace and blessings of 
Allah. be upon him, said: "Do not yearn. to die- because death 
is horrifying. It is a. blessing for a servant to ]i ve long enough 
until Allah n11.'t1nts him repentance" (Radith Hasan). 

5- Scholars assert that death is not a total n cnexistance, 
u;,t it involves the severance of the unity between body 
and soul It also indicates a change in man's condition and 
Iris transference from this wor Idly life to the after life. 

ath is one of the gravest cs tastrophes, Allah ~ glory to Him, 
calls it a 'catastrophe' as. He says: ~And. the oatastropli·e 
of death befalls you (then)," Th us, death is the 11 truest 
calamity and the most rnumentous disaster. However, 
eholars maintain that it is gTaver for a man ta be 'heedless 
of death, to decline reperrtanoe and to cease contemplating 
in death and working for i ... 

6- In his reputable iNauxuier Al~Usul) Anecdotes of 
.Aborigin.es Al~Tennizi Al&l{alii,n.Abu~Abdulla.h states: "On 
the authority of Abdul-Aziz ArMajshrui from Muhammad 
Ibn. Al~}4.urika:d'er, Qutaiba Ibn Sa'eed: and Al-J(}z.atib Ibtt 
Saletn. reported that when one of Adam's sons, peace be upon 
hi1n; died he said to Eve: f'(O Eve! 'Your son is dead!' She 
asked: <.t\iVI1Lat do you mean?" He replied: HH1e neither eats nor 
drinks J nor stands nor :s.its ." She· abruptly cried. So he said 
iu ou and your daughters would be ordained to cry 1 but 1ny 
ions and I .am clear of that" (.ii-\ varified chain of tr ansmi tters) 
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7- The Prophet's above-mentioned phrase: "to seek the 
satisfaction of repentance' means that a man would'. be 
,..atis fie d and received. into the favor of AJ.lah when be 
repents and gives up sins. Al~rlawhar:i comments that thia 
phrase refers ta the fact that tl1e man who seeks satis­ 
faction will get it when he gives up sins, All ah, glory to 
Him, says in the Qur'',r 11.· about the blasphemous: "If tbey 

. ' beg to be received ,n1to1 favor, into favor wiH they 
not be re,o.eived. 

8- Abu Ad-Darda'a, may Allah be pleased with him 
said: «neath is better for every true believer. If you do no 
believe me, read the following verses: 'And that which. i,, 
in the presence of Allal1 is the best (bli~.s) for ·th. 
righteous,/ and, 'Let not. 'the unbelievers think tl,at 
Our .respite to them is guod fo,r themselves. We gran·t 
theim respite that they may grow hi their inequity 
but they 'Will have a shameful punishment' (W.eak 
chain of transmi tters I and. reported. by lb n. Mas 1ood)" 

:91- Ji a_yyari lb n Al-Aswad s tated: "Dea th is in fact tne 
bridge between the lo vier and his beloved, n 

-hapter 2 

~!::JJI -:JUbb, _j~ ~ ~ltbU~ . ..:1~1 ~ )1~ ~~ 
~h I 'b •]it r • 'hO . • :e. · e per.Ill].sSI · m · y o w1s · ing or pr· ay1ng :1.<n,.. 
d.eath fo1.· fear of being bereaved of one's 

"eligiosi:ty 

~ 
•••• ;a '[' 

• "l, \.........:.A, L.:..J 
N " 
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.lllah, glory to Him, says that Prophet Yusuf, peace 
upon him, statsd: "T'ake Thou 1ny soul at death. as one 
,..,ubmitting 'to Thy will as a Muslim,. and unite Bu~ 

the righteous/ and that Miri.an:i, peace be upon he .. 1 
·Aid w·ould that I bad. died b0·fo1.~ 'this? Would 

'iihat] had. lJe,en a thing fo1 .. gott~n and. out of si-ght!'~ 

. .I' - L J ,. "' • 11 •••• "iJ JLJ' ~,;' '1 .. yl ~ ~JI -Y4: ~ .\C-1 ..• 1 •• !l,.n r.Jl,l Q))I ; : t, ~~ JJ.1 u~.J 
[ 

J. ] .-ll :.Lr ~- 1 • , 1 - · e;_··-,.,-~ L,....J,.,:h '(""'i..J~ · !..a -u~ •• .- \ :. ,,. r - ~· 

1 o .. On the authority of Abu.~H u;.rafr·a. J' M rdik Ibn: .Abu .Al­ 
Zenad reported that Al-A'r~j said that Prophet Mu ha mmaa, 
may the peace, and blessings of Allah. be upon him,, said: 
i'Anticipate the D1s.y of ,Judgm.ent when man pass by othe 

~ d . h ,. b .. th ' ·1 "r:u d "t];. s· l · z.., mens grav,ea, an "~~IS so . -0 m eir p ace 1..J,,1.,a J o .. a ztn! 

J.J. •• My comment is 'that the detailed elucidation of the 
__ bova Haduh» shows that there is no, discrepancy between 
,'h.is construal and the former one. As for Yusuf, peace be 
upon him, Qatada remarked that no, person has ever 
wished death, w hethcr he be a prophet or o,tberwise~ except 
for hi111. This is due to the fact that when he felt that Allah 
offered him all kinds of' bounties and bestowed on him 
family reunion, he longed to meet his Lord, glo17 to Him, 
as he says: '"O :rny Loedl Thou bast ind.ee d bestowed 
on me some power and tau.,ght m.e something of 'tbe 
intm11r,etation of dreams and. events." Another inte·r­ 
pretation also avers that Yusitf,, peace be upon him, did not 
wish to die, but wished. to die as a Muslin1" i.e., he wished. 
··-· remain a Muslin; until the moment rleatlr overwhelms 
him .. This is the exegetes' select interpretation of the: versi 

d Allah .Abnighty :k.110,!V,S bes t, (An authsntie acco unt] 

As for l\1iri.am, peace be u pen her, her wish to die can 
be interpreted in. two ways: 
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The fh·s.t is that she feared to be suspected and 
dis.1101101-ed which might plunge her into turmoil or disbelief, 

'I'he second is ilia t she feared that s ome people migh 
be ruined by the condemna tion of asp ersion and the 
disgrace of infidelity because of her, 

Allah, glory to Him, says about those who libeled. Lady 
'isha, may He be pleased with her: "To him wbo took 

ou himself tbe lead among them, wilt be a penalty 
grievous'' and also says: "You thought it to be a light 
matter, while i't was. most serious in the sight of 

, Ilah." Regarding Miriam, peace he upon her, some 
scholars consjdered her a truthful woman, based on the 
verse that reads: "His 1no'tl1,er was a woman of truth' 
while others regarded her as a. female prophet based on 
the verses th.at read: uwe sent to her Our angel," and 
"Bebnld! Tl1@ mng;els said: O l\lary.! Allah hath chosen 
thee." Therefore, directing a false accusation to hor is 
graver and more severely prohibited. Thus explained, ~, 
was permissible fffr her to hope for death. And Allah 
Almighty knows best. 

& regards the Hadith, it is an account of the severity 
of the circumstances that will be prevalent during that 
~·i1J1e. This. is because of the corruption of the people, the 
vulnerability of religious faith and the fear. of losing it 
rather than the physical or financial calamities which 
might befall people and help lessen their sins. 

12- Another Haditii further explicates this issue in 
which Prophet Muhammad, may the peace and blessings 
of A11ah. be upon him, supplicates: ,io Allah! I plead to 
Thee to gu.ide me to make good turns,,. to help m~ 
shun sins and to mtake me love the destitute. And if 
bou shalt ordaln - it is sometimes reported as 

'admi.nister' .. a sedltion to affUct people, let me die 
un.affected by It" (Reported by Malik - Hadith. Sahih) . 
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·Jhapter S 

~ 616+"J1~t1u, [.-11·&4~] ...:J~·1 ~b1 ~4 
The pr,epa.i~ation £or, and remembran.ce· 

of~, death 

of Abu·­ 
Ies­ 
'th, 

~1 J_~.J ~ ·w~ L~ •• ·,s :Ju ~j. ~~,UC"~.~~~~,, 
i.J ~ :J~ ~ ~I ~ .~ 1,J~fil QA ~_J c.~ ,,. 

L..~ _)JI '.#~ : Jt§ {(~ pid+•1%1}) : JU ~·J-_v,.~1, ~ ~I '#"; , .&~ 
~.:1! fjlw,ol ~~ W ~j~;_ ••••• .J_, f_fi~ a.J_tin ~j1S.·~)1)1 ::,JU f ~i 

t, "' :. ·1 i i. ; 1 -, y;.:.t1 ; •• ! r • 1 ..i;m • I . 1 .<'""'.-' 1 
• cs-'!..:Ll Al! ,;. UJiJ U, t [j-.-.i, ~ ~~ _j1 ,t ~I ~-- . · \..Q ~ _;.::;-1 ({ L..w~ J; I 

[~~h] 
· 4-~ Ibn .Maja reported that Ibn: Omar said: '(One day •· 

vith the Prophet of Allah when m.1.e of th· 
ted him and asked: "O Prophet of 

Allah! Vlho are the bast helie'Vers.?» The Prophet replied: 
are the most well-mannered," The man 

then asked: "So, who are the most prudent believers?" The 
Prophet said: "The mns,t prudent believers are ·thos·e who 
remember death most often, and get ready for their 
afterlife. Those are the sagest" (Verifled by M'alik too), 
This Ii a di.th will be ,quai'tedll in the chapter dealina with 
'seditions' 1 Allah willing 
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~bu-Nu;a"int Al~Ha/'ez verified the, Hadiii: with its 
- . .u.u.u or transmitters as lllali.lz Ibn. Ana.s reported it from 
Y'ehia Ibn. Sa'eed. who quoted it from Sa 'eed. Ibn Al­ 

·w ho ,q noted it in turn from O,nar Ibn. Al­ 
y AU ah be ple ase d with him, Omar rep orbed 

.nat the Prophet] peace and blessings be upon him, said: 
~- ilways remember the terminator of all pleaaures," so we 
asked: a\Vh at is the tarrnin ator of pleasures, Prophet of 
i:\.Uah?" HQ replied, t'It is death" (l-ladith Sahilit 

authm-ity of AnaR1 may A}]ah be pleased 
urn, Prophet Muhammad saidr ''Re1ne111be,1~ death 

recurrently because so, doing wipes nut sins and makes you 
disregard this worldly life" (Ha-dUh Su.hlh) .. 

7- Thus confirmed, you have 'to realize that remembe­ 
ring death trigge1·s a sense of disregarding this temporary 
life, which leads you to head for the permanent life· in tln 
hereafter. ].IJ!oreover, man always fluctuates batween hap­ 
piness and sadness .. So, if he· is in distress, remembering 
death alleviates his pain because it is harder than any 
other misery. And if he is; in a, state of happiness and 

co, remembering death protects him from rolling 
u~ and counting' on it. as he knows h.e 



---------- 

from the- wide earth to the eonstrieted grave, after being 
betrayed by your friends and deserted by your brothers? 
Have you thought of the day you will be deprived of yot 
bed and coverlets to lie naked under the sand? 0 you. who, 
collect m oney and. strive to develop your property, I swear 
by Allah you will own no more than a coffin. Your money 
will perish. and your body will tum 'to dust. 1Nl.1ere then 
will the rnoney you have collected go? Can it save )/iOU from 
~bese horrors? No,l You have left it to others who might not 
be grateful to you; you have come la den with your sins to 
Him who will not excuse you any more. He has done a good 
job who explained the following verse: {~ut seek, wi th 
the wealth which AIL3b has bestowed on thee, the 
home of the Hereafter" as follows: a true, believer should 
seek paradise in every blessing he, is granted in. this 
wor kUy life. He is en titled to spend his life in whatever 
will benefl t him in the Here after r ather than in wronging 
others and tJrrannizi:ng them. It was said: «no not ever 
forget that you will leave your whole fort une except for 
yo ur d 1.:1.e share, i.e., th® coffin. 

-hapter.4. 

4)bJ I ~ bA }d:4 ,d jJS.Ul~ ...:J'~-o.JI ~ ~ 4 .~lj 
\Vhat reminds p,eople of death .and t'he hm~eafter 

and he:lps them dis:regard lire 

~~I~~ ~1 )j ::Jt; S~y ~1 ~· rl ,,,,g ·-, ~ 

,~ ,u::.~ ~ 4J ~ ui 1(~), l.F·.J ~~h...il)), :Jti9 ~.P- !JA ~-5' 
µ ~!J ,J..:.~11 i .JJ:;.J ~ ~ ~u '""" ~ _j_,) tJI ~ ~ o\(Jj~~1 

f C:Y" >,,;Q ~~] ((u ~I 

19- Moelem. quoted .Abu,-Hrnraira who said: ({Jrhe 
Prophet, m.ay the peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him, once visited the grave of ms mother'. He cried so 
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