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Preamble

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious,
the Most Compassionate

Muhammad Ibn Ahmad 1bn Bakr Ibn Farah Al-Ansart
Al-Khazraji Al-Andalusi, known as imam Qurfobt, may
Allah forgive him and his parents and all Muslims, says in
the original hook:

Praise be to Allah, the most High Who created the
universe and ordained His creatures to perish, die, be
resurrected to their final judgment and finally judged as
He says: “Each soul will find the recompense of what
it has earned.” He also says in His Glorious Book: “Verily
he who comes to his Lord as a sinner at judgment,
for him is hell: therein shall he neither die nor live.
But such as come to Him as believers who have
worked righteous deeds, for them are ranks exalted,
gardens of eternity, beneath which flow rivers. They
dwell therein for aye: such is the reward of those
who purify themselves from evil”

So, Tintended to write a concise bock that would benefit
people after my death and remind me in this worldly life of
the pains of death, the affairs of the dying people and the
details of resurrection, heaven, hell, seditions, etc.. I copied
the Prophetic Huadiths- which are verified and documented-
from the books of the great scholars and authorities of this
nation according to my own vision. 1 titled the book: In
Remembrance of the Affairs of the Dead and Doomsday. 1
divided it into many chapters, each of which is followed by
a related section which elucidates some of the problematic
issues discussed in the chapter and mentioned in the
Hadiths of the Prophet, may the peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him. This is due to the fact that this book as
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& whole aims at reaching an understanding of the Prophet’s
Hadiths which is the best work a Muslim can ever achieve.,

May Allah grant us His mercy and accept this effort
which 1 exerted for Him only. He is the only God worthy of
worship, praise be to Him.
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Translators’ Introduction

All praise is due to Allah Who has power over
everything. May His blessing be upon the holy Prophet
Muhammad, his family, his faithful companions who
strove to see that the religion of [slam triumphed. Given
the materialistic character of life that people lead in this
age, onc might wonder: What pulls us in the direction of
evil? Whal causes us to commit sins? Usually, it is the
charm and glamour of this world that makes us forget
Allah and his commandments. We forget that we are
servants of One (God and that He is fully aware of our
actions and deeds, and that we will be held accountable
one day before Him. We become heedless to the call of our
Creator, and go astray.

Remembrance of Allah is the solution because it
reinforces our conscious alignment with the reality that
Allah is our Creator and that our position in the natural
order is that of the created, and that we are dependent
upon Allah’s Mercy for our very existence. Ibn Taimiyvaa
once wrote, “Remembrance of Allab is to the heart what
water is to fish. What happens to a fish when it is taken
out of water?”

Remembrance of Allah drives away Satan, suppressing
him and breaking him, it is pleasing to our God, dispels
worry and melancholy from the heart, adorns it with de-
light and joy, fills the heart and face with light, and cloaks
the one who remembers Allah with dignity, gentleness and
freshness. It instills love for Allah, fear of Him, and
relating all matters to Him. It also enhances Allah’s re-
membrance of His servant, for as Allah says: “Remember
Me and I will remember you.” We may wonder, how
much should we remember Allah? The Qur’'an responds in
Surah Al-Jummah: “Remember Allah SWT much per-
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haps you may achieve success.” Further, in Surah al-
Dahr, Allah says: “Remember the Name of your Lord at
morning and in the evening and part of the night.”

There are many other verses besides these in which it
has been enjoined to keep remembering Allah always and
in every condition because it is the very remembrance of
Allah which keeps the affairs of man in proper shape and
sustains him on the right path. Whenever he becomes
heedless of His remembrance, corporeal urges and instiga-
tion of cvil forces overpower him. Its inevitable cones-
quence is that straying from the right path he will go
beyond limits in the affairs of his life.

How to perform Zikr?

Today, Muslims have employed many different methods
to perform Zikr. But we must be careful because some of
them are simply innovation. Our Prophet, peace and
blessings be upon him, taught us how to perform Zikr and
we must rely on those teaching only to achieve this.

The Qur’an is the best means for bringing the servant
nearer 1o his Lord. From regular recitation of Allah's
mesgage with understanding, you will receive a radiant
light to illumine the deeper reaches of your soul. Sincere
study will generate profound emotions, warmth to melt
your heart and bring tears running down your cheeks. To
read the Quran is nothing less than to live the Qur’an
willingly, sincerely, devotedly, and totally. The outcome of
your entire life depends on how you heed the call given by
Allah. Every single verse of Quran will invite you to
choose and commit te Allah.

It is imperative on us to establish such study of Al-
Qur'an at individual and collective levels, We must study
the Message of Allah at our homes and establish Qur’anic
study circles in our Islamic centers.

18



The whole process of prayer from abiution to prayer
itsell reminds us about cur Creator. We start it by pro-
claiming that Allah is Great. The various recitals through
out the prayer remind us of our commitments to our Lord.
We seek His guidance and ask Him again and again to
enable us to avoid His wrath and follow His Chosen Path.

We read out from the Qur'an and express witness to
the truth of the Prophet and also refresh our belief in the
Day of Judgment and stimulate in our memory the fact
that we have to appear before Allah SWT and give an
account of our entire life. “O ye who believe! Seek help
with patient perseverance and prayer; for Allah is
with those who patiently persevere.”

Supplications extracted from the Qur'an and Sunna are
an effective tool of remembrance. We have been given
specific supplications for specific occasions. Supplications
for events from start to the end of the day have been given
to us. What to say when we get up? Enter or exit bath-
room? Start or finish eating? What to supplicate before
starting a journey or transaction? How to ask Allah for
help in the times of need? What words to use to thank
Allah? supplication for smaller actions such as sneezing
have been specified as well. '

We should memorize these authentic supplications and
recite them appropriately. This practice will develop a
special relationship between our Creator and us.

Throughout the Qur’an, we are encouraged to observer
our surroundings which are full of the signs of Allah. Every
single one of them can facilitate our goal to remember
Allah much. It is incumbent on us that we reflect on the
events in our daily live to strengthen our bond with our Lord.

In short, Zikr is a continuous process. In fact, Allah
tells us in Surah al-Imran, verse 191, “Those who
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remember God when they are standing and when they are
sittting and when they are lying.”

So with the help of above mentioned methods, we
should be able to develop the habits of remembering Allah
constantly following the ways prescribed by Allah and
demonstrated by the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon
him. The constant remembrance will nourish and reform
our hearts and minds. This practice will increase our faith
to discover and grasp the message of our God, resulting in
engraving faith on our hearts. But we must understand
that Zikr is a vehicle. Not the destination! Finally, We im-
plore Allah to make us live and die in total submission to
Him, to forgive our sins and to make Paradise our abiding
place in the hereafter. May His peace and blessings be upon
His messenger, who came to us with the true religion.

Reda Bedeir
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Translators’ Note

All Arabic names are transliterated and italicized to
make them easier for readers to identify. Titles of books
are underlined: both the original transliterated name and
the translated one. Numbers of Hadiths and sections are
written in bhold letters to make divisions obvious to distin-
guish. Qur'anic verses are also written in bold letters for
extra emphasis. A glossary of all Arabic words 1s provided
by the end of the book which explains the meaning of the
word and its juristic or religious implications.

Reda Bedeir
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Chater1
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The interdiction of wishing, or praying for,
death owing to a physical or financial calamity
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1- On the authority of Anes, may Allah be pleased with
him, Moslem reported that Prophet Muhammad, may the
peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, said: “Do not
wish death if you are exposed to a calamity. If necessary,
say: “O Alluh! Extend my life span if it is better for me,
and let me die if death is better for me” (Verified by
Bukhari) Hadith Sahih)

iyl Sl ey Wy A Jpay JE LB as ey Y
Y ‘L:l_g cdlac ci:gi‘ ?S.L'-] —ala |.'l| d.ﬂ 5@1.51 LJ‘ Lj_{é Uy Ay ‘t_‘z___: Y_,
[sea Zua] (i d W o pee el 3
2- On the authority of Anas, may Allah be pleased with
him, Mosfem also narrated that the Prophet, peace and
blessings be upon him, said: “Do not wish death, and do
not pray to die prematurely, for when you die you can no

longer carry out charitable actions. Growing old increases the
number of a faithful believer's good deeds” (Hadith Sahih).

O adald Liiae Loty gall Saaf iy Wy 1 tadl (Jg) —
(s Cupaa] ((atiny o el Vi b g ol poa Sa 3

3- Bukhart added: “Do not wish to die, because you are
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either a benevolent believer who would carry out more
charitable deceds or a misanthrope who would seek the
satisfaction of repentance” ({{adith Sahih).

Wy S A e QB S a0 e e (o) - €
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4- On the authority of Jaber Ibn Abdullah, Al-Bazzar
reported thal the Prophet, may the peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him, said: “Do not yearn to die because death
is horrifying. It is a blessing for a servant to live long enough
until Allah grants him repentance” (Hadith Hasan).

5- Scholars assert that death is not a total nonexistence,
but it involves the severance of the unity between body
and soul. It also indicates a change in man’s condition and
his transference from this worldly life to the afterlife.
Death is one of the gravest catastrophes. Allah, glory to Him,
calls it a ‘catastrophe’ as He says: “And the catastrophe
of death befalls you (then).” Thus, death is the utmost
calamity and the most momentous disaster. However,
scholars maintain that it is graver for a man to be heedless
of death, to decline repentunce and to cease contemplating
in death and working for it.

6- In his reputable (Newader Al-Usil) Anecdotes of
Aborigines At-Termizi Al-Hakim Abu-Abdullah states: “On
the authority of Abdul-Aziz Al-Majshun from Muhammad
I Al-Munkader, Qutaiba Ibn Sa'eed and Al-Khatib Ibn
Salem reported that when one of Adam’s sons, peace be upon
him, died he said to Eve: “O Eve! Your son is dead!” She
asked: “What do you mean?” He replied: “He neither eats nor
drinks, nor stands nor 8its.” She abruptly cried. So he said
“You and your daughters would be ordained to ery, but my
sons and I are clear of that” (A verified chain of transmitters)
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7- The Prophet’s above-mentioned phrase: ‘to seek the
satisfaction of repentance’ means that a man would be
satisfled and received inte the favor of Allah when he
repents and gives up sins, Al-Jawhari comments that this
phrase refers to the fact that the man who seeks satis-
faction will get it when he gives up sins. Allah, glory to
Him, says in the Qur’? 1 about the blasphemouas: “If they
beg to be received 1uto favor, into favor will they
not be received.”

8- Abu Ad-Darda’a, may Allah be pleased with him,
said; “Death is better for every true believer. If you do not
believe me, read the following verses: ‘And that which is
in the presence of Allah is the bhest (bliss) for the
righteous,’” and, ‘Let not the unbelievers think that
Our respite to them is good for themselves: We grant
them respite that they may grow in their inequity,
but they will have a shameful punishment’ (Weak
chain of transmitters, and reported by Ibn Mas'vod).

9- Hayyan Ibn Al-Aswad stated: “Death is in fact the
bridge between the lover and his beloved.”

Chapter 2
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The permissibility of wishing or praying for
death for fear of being bereaved of one’s
religiosity
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Allah, glory to Him, says that Prophet Yusuf, peace be
upen him, stated: “Take Thou my soul at death as one
submitting to Thy will as a Muslim, and unite me
with the righteous,” and that Miriam, peace be upon her,
said: “Ah! Would that I had died before this! Would
that I had been a thing forgotten and out of sight!”
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10- On the authority of Abu-Huraira, Malik Ibn Abu Al-
Zenad reported that Al-A'raj said that Prophet Muhammad,
may the peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, said:

“Anticipate the Day of Judgment when men pass by other
men's graves and wish to be in their place” (Hadith Sahih)

11- My comment is that the detailed elucidation of the
above Hadiths shows that there is no discrepancy between
this construal and the former one. As for Yusuf, peace be
upon him, Qeatada remarked that no person has ever
wished death, whether he be a prophet or otherwise, except
for him, This is due to the fact that when he felt that Allah
offered him ali kinds of bounties and bestowed on him
family reunion, he longed to meet his Lord, glory to Him,
as he says: “0O my Lord! Thou hast indeed bestowed
on me some power and taught me something of the
interpretation of dreams and events.” Another inter-
pretation also avers that Yusuf, peace be upon him, did not
wish to die, but wished to die as a Muslim, i.e., he wished
to remain a Muslimi until the moment death overwhelms
him. This is the exegetes’ selecl interpretation of the verse.
And Allah Almighty knows best. {An authentic account)

As for Miriam, peace be upon her, her wish to die can
be interpreted in two ways:
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The first is that she feared to he suspected and
dishenored which might plunge her into turmoi] or disbelief.

The second is that she feared that some people might
be ruined by the condemnation of aspersion and the
disgrace of infidelity because of her.

Allah, glory to Him, says aboul those who libeled Lady
A'isha, may He be pleased with her: “To him who took
on himself the lead among them, will be a penalty
grievous” and also says: “You thought it to be a light
matter, while it was most serious in the sight of
Allah.” Regarding Miriam. peace be upon her, some
scholars considered her a truthful woman, based on the
verse that reads: “His mother was a woman of truth,”
while others regarded her as a female prophet based on
the verses that read: “We sent to her Our angel,” and
“Behold! The angels said: O Mary! Allah hath chosen
thee.” Therefore, directing a false accusation to her is
graver and more severely prohibited. Thus explained, it
was permissible for her to hope for death. And Allah
Almighty knows best.

As regards the Hadith, it 18 an account of the severity
of the circumstances that will be prevalent during that
time. This is because of the corruption of the people, the
vulnerahility of religious faith and the fear of losing it,
rather than the physical or finanecial calamities which
might befall people and help lessen their sins.

12- Ancther Hadit/r further explicates this issue in
which Prophet Muhammad, may the peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him, supplicates: “O Allah! I plead to
Thee to guide me to make good turns, to help me
shun sins and to make me love the destitute. And if
Thou shalt ordain - it is sometimes reported as
‘administer’ - a sedition to afflict people, let me die
unaffected by it" (Reported by Malik - Hadith Sahih).
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Chapter 3

The preparation for, and remembrance
of, death
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13- Al-Nasae'e reported that on the authority of Abu-
Huraira, Prophet Muhammad, may the peace and bles-
sings of Allah be upon him, said: “Always remember the

terminator of pleasures,” meaning ‘death’ (Verified by fbn
Majo and At-Termizi) (Hadith Sahih).
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14- Ibn Maja reported that Ibn Omar said: “One day |
was sitting with the Prophet of Allah when one of the
Ansar came and greeted him and asked: “O Prophet of
Allah! Who are the best believers?” The Prophet replied:
“The best believers are the most well-mannered.” The man
then asked: “So, who are the most prudent believers?” The
Prophet said: “The most prudent believers are those who
remember death most often, and get ready for their
afterlife. Those are the sagest” (Verified by Malik too).
This Hadith will be quoted in the chapter dealing with
‘seditions’, Allah willing)
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15- Abu-Nua'tm Al-Hafez verified the Hadith with its
chain of transmitters as Malik Ibn Anas reported it from
Yahia Tbn Sa'eed who quoted it from Sc'eed Ibn Al-
Musayyab, who quoted it in turn from Omar Ibn Al-
Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him. Omar reported
that the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, said:
“Always remember the terminator of all pleasures,” so we
asked: “What is the terminator of pleasures, Prophet of
Allah?” He replied: “It is death” (Hadith Sahih).

16- On the authority of Anas, may Allah be pleased
with him, Prophet Muhammad said: “Remember death
recurrently because so doing wipes out sins and makes you
disregard this worldly life” (Hadith Sahih).

17- Thus confirmed, you have to realize that remembe-
ring death triggers a sense of disregarding this temporary
life, which leads you to head for the permanent life in the
hereafter. Moreover, man always fluctuates between hap-
piness and sadness. So, if he 13 in distress, remembering
death alleviates his pain because it is harder than any
other misery. And if he is in a state of happiness and
abundance, remembering death proteets him from rolling
in the pleasures of life and counting on it as he knows he
will part with it,

18- Al-Dagqgaqg stated: “He who enormously remembers
death attains three things: ‘accelerated repentance, inner
contentment, and effective worship’ and he who forgets it
gets three penalties: 'procrastinated repentance, neediness
due to discontentment and sluggish worship.”

So, brother, think of death and its horrors. Think of its
agonies and pains. How trathful the promise of death is!
How a fair adjudicator it is! It causes tears to drop and
eyes tn goar. [t separates groups; ends pleasures and blows
wishes. So, have vou, descendant of Adam, thought of the
day of vour death? Have veu considered how you will move
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