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NOTES ON THE TRANSLATION

‘'We have rejected the traditional translation of
fataha as “conquered” in favor of “opened”. Thus
the English title of this book i1s The Islamic
Openings rather than The Islamic Conquests. In
the military context, fataha is usually applied only
to the actions of the Muslims in bringing Islamic
rule to other lands. They opened those lands to
Islam, inviting but not forcing the native people to
join Islam. But when other powers conquered
other nations, they did not open them, and another
verb in Arabic 1s used for their conquests.

Jizyah was imposed on every non-Muslim
who kept his religion. It was taken as a payment
for protecting the city or country. The amount was
assigned according to the financial status of the
people, and 1t was not collected from young
children, women, old men or the poor.

VIl



THE ISLAMIC OPENINGS (Al-Fatuhat Al-Isldmiyah)

This book contains many place names and
personal names that are unfamiliar to the modern
reader. Arabic does not write the vowels, thus
making transliteration of these names difficult.
Most of these names are not Arabic, so the
translator cannot use Arabic morphology to
determine the vowels. We have attempted to find
these names in other books with limited success.
Where possible, the English form of the name is
used if it 1s likely to be familiar to the readeAr, but
in most cases the place names herein are uncertain.

A simplified spelling for Arabic names is
used throughout and the long vowels are not

b4

indicated. The character ’ represents the Arabic

hamza and * represents the Arabic ain.

The character # is the Arabic words salla
Allahu “alaihi wa sallam meaning “Blessings and
peace of Allah be upon him.”
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THE OPENING OF MAKKAH

A Word about the Treaty of Hudaibiyah

When the Prophet # made a treaty with the
Quraish in the year of Hudaibiyah, which was 6
A.H., the agreement was based on a period of
truce.

The one who would like to be
allegiant to  Muhammad 1s
welcomed and the one who would
like to be allegiant to the Quraish is
free to do so. The one who goes to
the Quraish from the supporters of
the Prophet is not to be rejected by
them, and the one who goes to the
Prophet from the Quraish or from
their allies 1s to be with the

Prophet.
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The members of the tribe of Kananah who
were present stood up and said, “We will be wiih
the Quraish and their agreement.”

The tribe of Khuza ah stood and said, “We
will be on the side of Muhammad and his
agreement.”

There had been an old alliance between
"Abdul Muttalib 1bn Hashim, the Prophet’s
grandfather, and the tribe of Khuza'ah. Thus,
"Amr 1bn Salim ibn Hassirah of the Khuza'ah said,
“It 1s not strange that I chose Muhammad, for it 1s
the alliance set between my father and his
grandfather.”

Then a man of the Khuza'sh heard another
man of the Kananah reciting a defamatory poem
about the Prophet s, the possessor of the most
dignified merits. He attacked and injured him.
This incident kindled the hatred and fighting
between the two tribes.



THE ISLAMIC OPENINGS (Al-Fatuhat Al-Islamiyah)

The Quraish sided with the Kananah and
some of them went in disguise to take revenge.

Among them were Safwan ibn Umaiyah, Huwaitib
ibn "Abdul "Uzza, 'lkrimah ibn Abi Jahl, Shaibah
ibn "Uthman and Suhail ibn "Amr. They pretended
to have no knowledge of the accord.

They attacked the Khuza'ah at night while
they were sleeping and killed many men in
violation of the treaty.

Then "Amr 1bn Salim of the Khuza'ah went
to the Prophet % asking for his help. This forced
the Prophet # to conquer Makkabh.

The Quraish were afraid that the Prophet =
would learn of their support of the tribe of Banu
Bakr, for it was a clear breach of their treaty and
could provoke the Muslims and cause them to

invade Makkah.

Regretting what they had done, they sent Abu
Sufyan ibn Harb to the Prophet # to renew the
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agreement and prolong the period of truce.
However, the Prophet # did not answer his plea.

The Prophet Orders the Muslims
to Prepare

It was the habit of the Prophet # that
whenever he wanted to raid somewhere, he would
mention a destination other than the planned one.

So when he intended to fight the people of
Makkah, he ordered the Muslims to prepare
themselves for a battle~#nd hid the @estination
from them.

He sent to the Bedouins and all the Muslims
that were living in the surroundings: “He who
believes in Allah and the Hereafter is to spend
Ramadan in Madinah.”

So the Arab tribes of Aslam, Ghifar,
Muzainah, Ashja’ and Juhainah complied and
came to Madinah.
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When the Muslims were ready, the Prophet 4=
announced that he was heading to Makkah. Then
he said, “O Allah, blind the Quraish from any
spies or news till we take them by surprise in their
ears and eyes so that they see us suddenly and
hear us without any previous knowledge.”

He assigned a group for every route to know
who was passing by and he told them, “Don’t let

anyone that you don’t know pass by you but send
him back.”

Hatib ibn Abi Balta ah’s Message to the
Leaders of Makkah

The Companion Hatib ibn Abi Balta'ah
thought that he had better send to the leaders of
Makkah - Suhail ibn "Amr, Sufyan ibn Umaiyah,
‘Ikremah ibn Abi Jahl and Huwaitib ibn "Abdul
‘Uzza - a message that the Prophet # was
marching towards Makkah. He told them, “Allah’s
Messenger has marched towards you in a huge
army that advances as vigorously as a flood. He

7
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swore by the name of Allah that if he marched on
it all by himself, Allah would grant him victory
over you, for He will fulfil what He has promised
the Prophet to do to you, for Almighty Allah is his
Protector and Guardian. Hence, I preferred to do

you a favor by writing to you.”

Hatib 1ibn Abi Balta'ah thought about the
person through whom he could send the message
to the chiefs of the Quraish. He remembered

Sarah, a slave of some people of Banu "Abdul
Muttalib.

She was a singer in Makkah who came to
Madinah asking the Prophet #= for charity, for she
complained of being needy. The Prophet of mercy
# urged Banu "Abdul Muttalib to be benevolent to
her, so they gave her clothes, money and
provisions.

Hatib trusted Sarah, so he gave her the
message and ten dinars, which contented her. She
carried his message and headed to Makkah, happy

8
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with what she took from him and with an eye on
the generous reward awaiting her when she
delivered the message to the chiefs of the Quraish.

However, the divine inspiration told the
Prophet # about Hatib’s message before Sarah’s
camel reached Makkah. The Prophet #& told "Ali
ibn Abi Talib, Al-Zubair ibn Al-"Awwam and Al-
Migdad ibn "Amr, “Go ahead till you reach the
garden of Khakh (a place between Makkah and
Madinah). You will find a woman on a camel who
has a message from Hatib ibn Abi Balta'ah to the
unbelievers warning them of our arrangements to
attack them. Take the message from her and set

her free, but if she refuses (to give the message),
kill her.”

They went on their way and reached the
place where Sarah was.

They said to her, “Where’s the message?”

She said, “I have no message.”
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“Either you bring it out or throw the baggage
off the camel.”

She swore by the name of Allah that she had
no message. They brought her down from her
mount and searched her and her baggage, but they
did not find anything. “Ali ibn Abi Talib said, “By
Allah, Allah’s Prophet never told a lie, nor did we
say a false thing. Bring out the message or we will
strip you or kill you.”

When "Ali turned his back, she loosened the
braids of her hair and brought the message out

from them. He took the message and returned to
Madinah followed by Al-Zubair and Al-Miqdad.

When ‘Ali delivered the message to the
Prophet £&, he sent to Hatib ibn Balta'ah and asked
him, “What 1s this, Hatib?”

Hatib said, “Don’t be quick to judge me,
Messenger of Allah!”

“Why did you do this, Hatib?”
10
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“Messenger of Allah, I’'m a stranger to the
Quraish and not of their kin, while the Muhajirun
(Immigrants) who accompany you have relations
by which they protect their relatives and wealth 1n
Makkah. So I thought that since I don’t have any
kinship with the Quraish, I could do them a favor
so that they would have a reason to protect my
family.

“I did this neither out of disbelief nor
apostasy, nor did I accept disbelief.”

The Prophet # said, “He spoke the truth.”

‘Umar 1ibn Al-Khattab said, “Messenger of
Allah, allow me to kill this hypocrite.”

The Prophet said, “He has witnessed the
Battle of Badr. Who knows? Perhaps Allah has
overlooked the wrongs of the people who fought
in Badr and said, ‘Do whatever you like for I have
forgiven you. You are destined to Paradise.™

Then the verse was revealed to the Prophet:

11
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{ “O you who believe! Do not take
My enemies and yours for friends,
offering them friendship, while
they have rejected the Truth that
has come to you, and expelling the
Messenger and you only because
you believe in Allah your Lord. If
you go forth to strive in My cause
and seeking My good pleasure,
(take them not as friends) holding
secret converse of friendship with
them, while 1 am best aware of
what you hide and what you reveal,
and whoever of you does that, has
truly gone astray from the Right
Path.” If they have the upper hand
over you, they will be your
enemies, and will stretch out their
hands and their tongues towards
you with evil intent, and they wish
that you may disbelieve.}
(Al-Mumtahanah 60: 1 — 2)

12
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The Islam of Abu Sufyan ibn Al-Harith

The Prophet who was sent to all humanity =
marched with his army from Madinah on 10
Ramadan 8 A.H. with ten thousand Muslim men.
He left Abarahum Kultum ibn Al-Hassin ibn
Khalaf Al-Ghifar1 in charge of Madinah. They
were fasting, but on their way, the Prophet of
mercy % ordered his companions to break their
fast to make things easier and to relieve them.

On their way to Makkah, the Prophet % met
his uncle Al-'Abbas ibn "Abdul Muttalib. “You
are the last of the Muhajirun and I am the last
Prophet,” he said to his uncle. Then the Prophet =
ordered him to send his baggage to Madinah and
to accompany him to Makkabh.

The Muslim army was intercepted by Abu
Sufyan ibn Al-Harith, who used to harm the
Prophet with his poetry and his sword. With him
were his son Ja'far and "Abdullah ibn Abi
Umaiyah ibn Al-Mughirah, the son of the

13
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Prophet’s aunt "Atikah bint "Abdul Muttalib and
the brother of the Mother of the Believers Umm
Salamabh.

"Abdullah ibn Abi Umaiyah went to his sister
Umm Salamah and said to her, “O Mother of the
Believers, ask the Prophet to pardon us.” So she
said to the Prophet #, “O Messenger of Allah, .
your uncle’s son and your aunt’s son and your
brother-in-law should not be wretched though
they are your relatives.” The Prophet # turned
away from them and said, “I’m in no need of
them, for my uncle’s son disgraced me, and my
aunt’s son and brother-in-law is the one who has
said such nonsense in Makkah.”

On hearing these words of the Prophet, Abu
Sufyan said, “By Allah, if he does not give me
permission to see him, I will take my son and go
away so that he can’t know where [ am.” And then
Abu Sufyan ibn Al-Harith saw "Ali ibn Abi Talib
who, also being his cousin, told him, “Go to the
Messenger of Allah and stand in front of his face

14
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and tell him what the brothers of Yusuf said to
him. They said, {‘By Allah now Allah has
certainly preferred you above us, and we certainly
have been guilty of sin.”} (Yusuf 12: 91)”

Abu Sufyan went to the Prophet
accompanied by his son Ja'far and "Abdullah ibn
Abi Umaiyah. The Prophet # turned his face away
from them. On seeing this, Abu Sufyan ibn Al-
Harith changed his position to face the Prophet at
the other side, but the Prophet turned his face
away again, so Abu Sufyan recited verse 91 from
Surah Yusuf. Then the Prophet who was sent with
mercy to all humanity # was moved and recited
from the verse after it: €... “No reproach shall this
day be upon you, and Allah will forgive you, He is
the Most Merciful of those who have mercy.”)

(Yusuf 12: 92)

Abu Sufyan, his son Ja'far and “Abdullah ibn
Umaiyah said, “We bear witness that there is no

15
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god but Allah and we bear witness that
Muhammad 1s the Messenger ot Allah.”

And then Abu Sufyan recited a couple of his
poetic verses in which he said that the day he held
a banner of war so that the armies of the pagans
would defeat those of Muhammad he was
bewildered in darkness. But now he is guided to
the truth by someone who changed his soul and
directed him to the truth although he had coerced
and opposed him severely.

The Prophet i tapped his chest and said,
“You drove me out.” Abu Sufyan lowered his
head in embarrassment, feeling guilty. The
Prophet 4 said, “ Ali, teach your cousin how to
make ablution and let him know what the Sunnah
1s, then bring him back to me.”

Then "Ali tbn Abi Talib went out with his
cousin Abu Sutyan ibn Al-Harith. The Prophet iz
called to "Ali, “Announce to the people that
Allah’s Prophet i1s pleased with Abu Sufyan ibn

16
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Al-Harith, so they should be pleased with him as
well.”

The Islam of Abu Sufyan ibn Harb

In the city of Qadid, the Prophet arranged the
troops and assigned the standards, dividing them
among the tribes.

When he camped at Murr Al-Dhahran, he
ordered his companions to kindle ten thousand
fires and charged "Umar ibn Al-Khattab to guard
them. The Quraish had no news of the Prophet’s
approach, so he i said, “In Makkah, there are four
persons of the Quraish whom I hate to see in
disbelief, and I want them in Islam. They are "Itab
ibn Usaid, Jubair ibn Mut'am, Hakim 1bn Hizam
and Suhail ibn "Amr.”

Al-"Abbas ibn "Abdul Muttalib felt sorry for
the people of Makkah and said to himself, “What
a miserable morning awaits the Quraish! By
Allah, if Allah’s Messenger enters Makkah by

17
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force before they come to negotiate with him, it
will be fatal for the Quraish for ever after.”

He rode the Prophet’s white mule and moved
on in the light of the flickering fires till he reached
a vast area before Makkah where the arak plant
grows. He said, “Perhaps I can find some
woodcutters or dairymen or anyone running an
errand who can go to Makkah and tell them where
the Prophet’s camp is so they can go to him and
settle a treaty of safety with him before he enters
by force.”

However, the Quraish knew about the
Prophet’s approach, though they did not know
from which direction. They were shaking with
fear after violating the treaty and after the failure
of Abu Sufyan ibn Harb to prolong the truce and
renew the agreement not to invade them.

They sent Abu Sufyan ibn Harb to see what
was going on, and they said to him, “If you meet

18
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Muhammad, take a word of safety from him for

29

us.

Abu Sufyan 1bn Harb, Hakim ibn Hizam and
Badil ibn Warga® Al- Khuza'i set on their way
aiming to bring news about the Prophet from a
distance. They saw the flames and heard the
neighing of horses.

Astonished, Abu Sufyan ibn Harb said, “I’ve
never seen such fire or armies. This 1s the fire of
the tribe of Arafah.”

Hakim ibn Hizam said, “By Allah, this must
be the Khuza ah enraged by war.”

Astonished as he was, Abu Sufyan replied,
“The Khuza'ah are more humble and less in
number to have such fires and armies.”

Suddenly, a loud voice broke the calmness of
the night saying, “O Abu Hanzhalah!” Abu
Sufyan turned towards the direction of the voice,

19
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which was that of his friend and comrade Al-
"Abbas tbn "Abdul Muttalib.

“Is that you, Abul Fadl?”
“Yes!” replied Al-"Abbas.

Abu Hanzhalah said, “What’s wrong, my
most beloved friend?”

“By Allah. this 1s Allah’s Prophet together
with many people and he has decided on things
that you cannot endure.”

Abu Sufyan said desperately, “Oh, what a
doomed morning 1s waiting for the Quraish! What
shall we do?”

“Certainly, if he seizes power over you he
will kill you. Get on the back of this mule till I
take you to Allah’s Messenger, where I can ask
him to secure you.”

20
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The chief of the Quraish rode behind the
Prophet’s uncle while Hakim ibn Hizam and Badil
ibn Warqga’ Al-Khuza'1 returned to Makkah.

Abul Fadl brought Abu Sufyan, and
whenever they passed by one of the fires, the
Muslims said on seeing them, “The uncle of the
Prophet is on his mule.” When thev passed by the
fire of "Umar 1bn Al-Khattab, who was on guard,
he asked, “Who’s there?” Then he approached Al-
‘Abbas and when he saw Abu Sufyan ibn Harb on
the back of the mule, he said, “Abu Sufyan! The
enemy of Allah! All praise to Allah Who gave us
power over you with no treaty or covenant.”

Then "Umar dragged Abu Sufyan to where
the Prophet % was. The mule ran fast ahead of
"Umar. Al-"Abbas was racing with 'Umar to reach
the Prophet first, for "Umar was aiming to take the
Prophet’s permission to kill Allah’s enemy, Abu
Sufyan 1bn Harb.

21



THE ISLAMIC OPENINGS (Al-Fatuhat Al-Islamiyah)

Al-"Abbas entered upon the Prophet followed
by "Umar Al-Farug, who said breathlessly, “This
1s Abu Sufyan, whom Allah has given us power

over without a treaty or covenant, so allow me to
kill him.”

Al-"Abbas looked at "Umar disapprovingly
then turned towards the Messenger of Allah and
said, “Messenger of Allah, I promised him safety.”
Then he sat down.

"Umar repeated his demand, “Let me behead

b

him.

Abul Fadl said angrily, “Wait "Umar, for, by
Allah, if he were one of the men of "Udai 1bn
Ka'b, you would not have said that. However, you
know that he belongs to the tribe of "Abdul
Manaf.”

"Umar said, “Take it easy, "Abbas. By Allah,
your embrace of Islam the day you announced it
was more precious to me than the Islam of Al-

22
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Khattab if he had ever embraced it because | knew
that your embrace of Islam was more precious to
Allah’s Messenger #% than the Islam of Al-
Khattab, if he had ever embraced it.”

The Prophet # said, “Take him to your tent,
"Abbas, and when it 1s morning, bring him to me.”

Al-"Abbas returned to his tent and the next
morning the Prophet # and his Companions made
ablution.

Abu Hanzhalah said, “Oh "Abbas! I’ve never
seen such sovereignty before, not even the
sovereignty of Persia or Byzantine.”

When the Companions of the Prophet
gathered to pray, Abu Sufyan wondered, “What
are they up to? Were they ordered to do
something?”

Al-"Abbas answered him, “They heard the
adhan for prayer. That’s why they’re gathering.”

23
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On seeing the Muslims bow and prostrate
like the Prophet, Abu Sufyan said, " Abbas! They
do whatever he orders them to do.”

“Certainly. and by Allah, if he orders them to
abstain from food and drink they will comply.”

Al-"Abbas then took Abu Hanzhalah to the
Prophet of mercy = , who said, “Woe to you, Abu
Sufyan! Isn’t it high time that you knew that there
1s no god but Allah?” Abu Sufyan ibn Harb said,
“You are worth my father and mother to me, for
you are so patient, so generous, and so merciful.
thought that if there were another god with Allah |
would not be in need of anything.”

The Prophet s= asked him, “Woe to you, Abu
Sufyan! Isn’t it high time that you knew I am the
messenger of Allah?”

[f Abu Hanzhalah admitted his belief in the
Prophet, he would lose the leadership and
authority that he had struggled for years to gain.

24
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He said, “I still have doubts in my soul about
that.”

Abu Sufyan sought to postpone his
admission of the Prophet’s prophethood, for he
realized how patient and tolerant he was. Abu
Sufyan thought that no one could foretell the
future. Perhaps one day, circumstances would
overthrow Islam and the Muslims, and then he
would be able to enjoy his supremacy over his
people and save his dignity among them.

Noticing the glances of "Umar ibn Khattab,
Abul Fadl said to his friend and comrade, “Woe to
you! Declare your faith and admit that there is no
god but Allah and that Muhammad 1s His
Messenger before your head is cut off.”

His head was more precious to him than all
honors and leadership, and "Umar was determined
to cut it off.

25
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Abu Sufyan said in a broken voice full of
sorrow, “I bear witness that there i1s no god but
Allah and that Muhammad is His Messenger.”

Thus, Abu Sufyan’s declaration of Islam was
a factor that spread peace so that the Muslim army
could enter Makkah without resistance.

Allah’s Armies Pass before Abu Sufyan

The Muslims prepared to enter Makkah, “The
Mother of the Towns”. The Prophet 4 said to his
uncle "Abbas, “Go and hold Abu Sufyan at the
narrow path of the valley so that the army of Allah
passes by him and he can see them.” Al-"'Abbas
had a good wit and diplomatic speech, so he said,
“Messenger of Allah, Abu Sufyan is proud, so
give him a privilege over his people.”

So the Messenger #%, who had a good
understanding of the hearts and souls, said, “He
who enters the house of Abu Sufyan is safe. He
who enters the house of Hakim ibn Hizam is safe.

26
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He who enters the Sacred Mosque 1s safe, and he
who keeps himself indoors is safe.”

Al-"Abbas “Abul Fadl” took Abu Sufyan
“Abu Hanzhalah” and confined him at the narrow
path of the mountain where the Prophet ordered.
As the tribes passed by Abu Sufyan ibn Harb, he
wondered, “Who are these?”

Abul Fadl said to him, “Declare your faith.”

Abu Sufyan said, “Why should 1?” Then he
repeated, “Who are these?” ‘

“The tribe of Juhainah.”
“What do I have to do with Juhainah?”

Then the tribe of Ghifar passed by and he
asked the same question. Afterwards, Sa'd ibn
Hadhim passed by, and Abu Sufyan exclaimed as
before. Then a select, distinguished brigade
passed by.

“Oh, Abul Fadl! Who are these?”
27
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“This 1s the Messenger of Allah accompanied
by the Ansar (Helpers of Madinah).”

“No one can defeat such a group.”

He then looked at the green brigade and
shook with fear for the Quraish. He was
astonished by the great army mustered by the
Prophet #. He turned to Abul Fadl and said, “By
Allah, Abul Fadl, your nephew’s power has
become great!”

“Oh, Abu Sufyan! It’s the prophethood.”

Sa'd ibn "Ubadah carried the standard of the
Prophet, and when he passed by Abu Sufyan, he
said to him, “Abu Sufyan! Today is the day of the
battle. Today Allah will humiliate the Quraish.”

When the Prophet himself # passed by Abu
Sufyan, the latter said, “Messenger of Allah, did
you order the murder of your own kinsmen? Sa'd
ibn "Ubadah and his company said upon passing
by me that he will kill us! Oh, Messenger of

28
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Allah! For the sake of Allah, I beg you to be
merciful with your people, for you are the most

beneficent, merciful and tender of them all.”

"Uthman 1bn "Affan and "Abdul Rahman ibn
"Auf said, “Messenger of Allah, we do not
guarantee that Sa'd will not attack the Quraish.”

The Prophet # said, “Abu Sufyan, Sa'd lied.
Today 1s the day of mercy and today Allah will
honor the Quraish.”

The Prophet of mercy # sent to Sa'd ibn
‘Ubadah to have the standard taken from him and
given to his son Qais ibn Sa'd ibn 'Ubadah. Sa'd

refused to hand over the standard except by a clear
indication from the Prophet.

The Prophet 4 sent him his turban, so Sa'd
gave the standard over to his son Qais.
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Abu Sufyan ibn Harb Advises His People

Al-"Abbas said to Abu Sutfyan, “"Advise your
people to secure themselves.” '

Abu Sufyan mounted his horse and dashed to
Makkah. On entering, he shouted loudly, “People
of the Quraish! Muhammad is coming to you with
a tremendous army that you cannot resist. Yet he
who enters the house of Abu Sufyan 1s safe.”

His wife Hind bint "Utbah was furious with
him. Blinded with rage, she grabbed his beard and
cried, “Tribe of Ghalib! Kill the crazy old man!”
Then she added, “You’re the worst bearer of
tidings.” People rusked to her and she said, “Will
you fight to defend yourselves and your city?”

Abu Sufyan said sharply, “Shut up and go in
your house!” Then he looked at the people and
said, “Woe to you! Don’t be deceived by her. He
has come with a mighty army that you cannot
confront. He who enters the house of Abu Sufyan
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1s safe, and he who enters the Sacred Mosque 1is
safe, and he who keeps himself indoors is safe.”

The people then dispersed.

The Messenger of Allah Enters Makkah

The Prophet # arrayed the army and its
generals and troops and ordered them to meet at
Mount Safa and not to fight unless they were
attacked first.

The Prophet # entered Makkah from the
north with his head lowered in awe to Allah while
reciting Surat Al-Fath. He leaned his head on his
camel in humbleness to Allah. He did not enter it
as a triumphant blood-thirsty general who violates
the people and plunders their property. He
advanced with his group till he reached Hujun,
where he ordered his standard to be fixed.

The left flank of the army did not face any
resistance, but the right flank led by Khalid ibn
Al-Walid was confronted by some young men of
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the Quraish. They clashed with Khalid’s men and
threw spears ai them, then fled to the mountains
and roads. The Prophet # entered the Sacred
Mosque and, starting from the Black Rock,
circumambulated the Ka'bah.

Purifying the Ka bah of the Idols

Three hundred sixty idols - one for each tribe
of the Arabs - were set up in the Ka'bah.

They were fixed by lead at the base. The
Prophet # brought a rod and struck every 1dol till
it fell on its face while he recited

{And say, “Truth has come and
falsehood has vanished, indeed
falsehood is bound to vanish.”}

(Isra’ 17: 81)

The 1dol named Hubal remained inside the
Ka'bah. When it was night, the Prophet sz said to
"Al1 ibn Abi Talib, “Get on my shoulders and
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destroy the idol.” "Ali said, “Messenger of Allah,
you get on me, for it 1s not honorable of me to be
over you.” The Prophet # said, “No! You mount.”

So the Prophet # sat down and "Al1 got up
onto his shoulders. Then the Prophet # stood up,
raising "Ali to the top of the Ka'bah. *Ali managed
to move the idol and throw it to the ground, where
it broke into pieces.

Abu Sufyan was present and reported that the
Prophet 4 recited the same verse of the Qur’an as
carlier.

Al-Zubair ibn Al-'Awwam looked at Abu
Sufyan and said, “So Hubal was destroyed, and on
the day of Uhud you were arrogant when you
claimed that it is a source of blessing.”

Abu Sufyan said, “Leave me alone and don’t
rebuke me, for if there were another god with the
God of Muhammad, things would have been
otherwise.”
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The Messenger of Allah Enters the Ka bah

After purifying the Ka'bah of idols, pagans
and filth, the ‘Messenger of Allah % wanted to
enter it. He sent Bilal ibn Rabah to Uthman ibn
Abi Talhah to bring the key of the Ka bah.
Because it was crammed with 1dols, statues and
pictures, the Prophet‘ % did not enter it till it was
emptied. When it was cleared, he entered and
found remains of pictures on its walls. He ordered
a bucket of water, threw the water and started to
rub out the drawings with his honored hands
saying, “May Allah fight the people who draw
what they cannot create.” (narrated by Tiyalsi and
Diya’” from Usama ibn Zaid)

The Free

The Prophet # stood and said, “There is no
god but Allah. He has no partner. He has fulfilled
His promise, granted victory to His servant and
defeated the allies alone.
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“People of the Quraish, Allah has purified
you from the arrogance of the Period of Ignorance
and 1ts flattering with ancestry. People are
descended from Adam, and Adam was created out
of mud.” Then he recited

€O mankind! We have created you
from a male and a female, and
made you nations and tribes, that
you may know one another. Surely
the most honourable of you in the
sight of Allah is the most pious of
you. Indeed Allah is All-Knowing,
All-Aware.)

(Al-Hujurat 49: 13)

The Prophet #% placed his hands on the
doorknobs and said, “What do you think I will do
to you?”

They said, “Good.”
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One of them said, “We say it is good and
believe it to be good. You are a good brother and
a good nephew, though you have power over us.”

The Prophet # said, “I will say to you what
my brother Yusuf said: €... “No reproach shall
this day be upon you, and Allah will forgive you,
He 1s the Most Merciful of those who have
mercy.”} (Yusuf 12: 92) Go, you are free.”

Providing water for the pilgrims was the
responsibility of the tribe of “Abdul Muttalib, and
Al-"Abbas ibn "Abdul Mutalib was in charge of it.
The Prophet # asked, “Where is "Uthman 1bn Abi
Talhah?”

"Uthman replied, “At your service,
Messenger of Allah!”

The Prophet said, “Take your key, "Uthman,
for today is a day of beneficence and fulfillment.”
Then he gave him the keys and said, “Take the
keys, Ibn Abi Talhah, for they will be your
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everlasting duty not to be taken except by a

transgressor.”

Then the responsibility of providing water
was given to "Abbas ibn "Abdul Muttalib.
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THE OPENING OF IRAQ

Hirah

After the first caliph, Abu Bzkr Al-Siddigq,
had finished fighting the apostates end those who
claimed to be prophets - Musailaman the Liar, Al-
Aswad Al-Ansi, Tulaihah ibn Khuwailid, Sajah
and so forth - he wrote to Khalid ibn Al-Walid
ordering him to march towards Iraq.

Thus, 1n 12 A.H., Khalid ibn Al-Walid “Abu
Sulaiman” headed towards Iraq, which was under
the emperor of Persia. He rested at Barnqiya,
Barusma and Alis, where he made a treaty with its
people. Ibn Saluba, the chief of the city, agreed to
pay ten thousand dinars other than what Khusraw
(the title of the Persian emperor) kept. Every
person had to pay four dirhams as jizyah to
Khalid. Afterwards, Khalid resumed his march till
he reached Hirah. There he was received by its
chieftains and its governor, Iyas ibn Qubaissah
Al-Ta’l, who ruled after Al-Nu'man 1bn Al-
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Mundhir. Khelic asked them to choose between
embracing Islem. paying jizyah or fighting. They
chose to pay jinva/i, so he made an agreement for
them to pay ninety thousand dirhames.

Thus, tais was the first jizyah to be taken
from the Persians in Islam together with that paid
by the cities of Barusma, Barngiya and Alis, the
one negotiated by Ibn Saluba.

The Battle of the Chains

Khalid ibn Al-Walid sent a message to
Hurmuz, the ruler of his fortified city and sea:
“Embrace Islam so that you will be granted safety,
or settle an agreement for yourself and your
people and fulfill it through jizyah. Otherwise, do
not blame anyone but yourself, for [ have come to
you accompanied by people who love to die
exactly as you love to live.”

On recelving the message, Hurmuz read it
and wrote to Shairi ibn Khusraw and Ardashair
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tbn Shairi. Hurmuz assembled his army and put
two brothers at the head of its two flanks: Qubadh
and Anushijan, sons of Ardashair the Great.

The soldiers put themselves in chains to
prevent themselves from running away from the
battle.

Hurmuz and his men settled to fight in a land
that was near the location of the Persians and
where water was available.

On hearing about their march, Khalid ibn Al-
Walid proceeded with the Muslims towards the
city of Kazhamah, but Hurmuz hurried to 1t before
him. He had a very bad reputation with the Arabs,
who were furious with him and made him a model
of viciousness with their proverb “More vicious
than Hurmuz”.

Khalid proceeded and camped at a place
without any source of water. His men asked him,
“What do you have in mind?” |
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He replied, “Struggle for water with them,
for, by Allah, water 1s to be the deserve of the two
armies.”

The Muslims unloaded their burdens and
Khalid proceeded towards the Persians and
confronted them. Allah, the Most Merciful and
Benificent, sent a rain cloud that burst behind the
ranks of the Muslims, so they were assured and
gained strength.

Hurmuz came forward and called to Khalid,
asking him to fight a duel with him. He plotted
with his men to betray Khalid. He called aloud,
“Where i1s Khalid?” Khalid showed himself and
went towards him on foot. Hurmuz dismounted,
too, and they fought a duel. Then Khalid took hold
of him and this entaged Hurmuz’s guards, who
attacked Khalid. Yet, this did not divert Khalid
from killing Hurmuz. Al-Qa’qa’ ibn "Amr clashed
with Hurmuz’s guards till he forced them away
from Khalid, who struggled against them.
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Finally, the Persians were defeated and the
Muslims pursued them till night. Among those
who fled were Qubadh and Anushijan. Khalid
took the spoils of Hurmuz, whose helmet was
inlaid with precious jewels and was worth a
hundred thousand dinars.

Khalid sent the spoils and the allotted fifth
portion to Abu Bakr. Then he proceeded till he
camped at the great bridge in Basrah.

Khalid ordered Al-Muthanna ibn Harith Al-
Shaibani to pursue the Persian army, and he sent

Ma’qil ibn Mugrin to the city of Abalah, which he
opened and took booty and captives.

The Battle of Madhar

Hurmuz had written to his King, Ardashair,
requesting reinforcement, so the king supported
him with Al-Qarin ibn Qurbans, who left the city
of Mada’in and marched to assist Hurmuz. On
reaching Al-Madhar, he heard about the defeat of
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the Persians and those who fled from the Battle of
the Chains, and about Qubadh and Anushijan. The
people complained and said, “If you break off,
you will never unite again. Agree to go back to
fight, for this is the reinforcement of the king and
this i1s Al-Qarin i1bn Qurbans. May the gods
change our situation, grant us viciory over our
enemy, make us pleased by their losses and get
some of our possessions back from their hands.”

They camped at the city of Madhar, and
Qarin 1bn Qurbans put Qubadh and Anushijan
over the two flanks of the army. Al-Muthanna and
his brother Al-Ma'ni sent the news to Khalid, who
marched with his army till they reached Madhar.
Thev encountered Qarin and his forces, and there
was a fierce battle.

Qarin came forward and asked Khalid for a
duel Khalid and the best horseman, Ma’'qil ibn
Al-A'sha 1bn Al-Nabbash, came forward and
raced to reach Qarin. Ma qil outdistanced Khalid,
reac hed Qarin and killed him. "Adi killed Qubadh,
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while "Asim killed Anushijan. Many Persians
were killed, as well, in a fierce attack.

The Persians brought together their ships,
and the water was an obstacle that prevented the
Muslims from getting hold of their enemies. But
for the water, the Muslims would have defeated
the Persians entirely and none of them would have
fled except those stripped of all their possessions
and even their clothes. Thirty thousand Persians
were killed in this battle, not counting those who
were drowned in the sea.

Khalid ibn Al-Walid stayed in the city of
Madhar and distributed the spoils, which were the
soldiers’ garments and weapons, to those who had
gained them. He also captured the families of the
soldiers and those who supported them. He made
a treaty with the peasants and other compliant
people for them to pay jizyah for he had
previously asked them to do so and they had
agreed. Thus, they became under an oath and
enjoyed the possession of their lands. Among the
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captives was Habib Abul Hassan Al- Basri, who
was a Christian.

The Day of Waljah

When the bad tidings reached King
Ardashair and he knew about what had beset
Qarin ibn Qurbans and the people of Madhar, he
sent Andarzighar followed by Bahmin Jazwih in
an army, ordering him to meet the former leader in
the city of Waljah. The general Andarzighar had
already mobilized armies from Hirah and Kuskar
from the Arabs and chiefs. They camped beside
the army of Bahmin Jazwih. When Andarzighar
saw that the two armies were on the alert, he was
satisfied and decided to march towards Khalid ibn
Al-Walid.

Khalid was on a river, but when he heard
about the mobilization of Andarzighar he ordered
his army to leave. He ordered Suwaid ibn Mugrin
to stay behind and to be in charge of Al-Hafir.
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Khalid “Abu Suliman” went to those who
were to be left at the lower Tigris River and
warned them to be fully cautious and never to be
over confident. Afterwards, he proceeded with his
army towards Waljah to confront the Persian
army.

When the armies clashed, they fought more
fiercely than in the previous encounter till they
thought that they could no longer persevere.
Khalid set an ambush on two sides. Heading the
first was Basr ibn Abi Raham and the second was
under Sa'id ibn Murrah Al-"Ajli. The ambush
attacked from two sides, resulting in the defeat of
the Persians, who were taken by surprise and fled.
Khalid attacked them from the front and the
ambush from behind. Subsequently, Andarzighar
died of dehydration on his way.

Khalid ibn Al-Walid did not kill the peasants.

He captured the children of the soldiers and those
who had supported them in the fight. He called
them to agree on jizyah and to settle a treaty of
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safety, and they submitted. Khalid, as well, fought
in single combat on the day of Waljah with a
Persian warrior who was as powerful as a
thousand men. Khalid killed him, then leaned on
him.

The Incident at Alis

On the day of Wajlah, Khalid ibn Al-Walid
killed many Christians of the tribe of Bakr ibn
Wa’il for assisting the Persians. Many of their
people were furious. They wrote to the Persians,
who replied to them agreeing to meet in Alis,
which was on the Euphrates River. "Abdul Aswad
Al-"Ajli was their leader.

King Ardashair wrote to Bahmin Jazwih,
who was in Qisiyana, ordering him to march with
his army to Alis, where many Persians and
Christian Arabs were gathering. Bahmin went to
Jaban and commanded him, “Stop yourself and
your soldiers from fighting the Arabs till I reach
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you, unless they attack first.” Thus, Jaban headed
for Alis.

Bahmin Jazwih headed towards King
Ardashair to seek his advice and instructions.
However, on finding that he was 1ll, he joined
Jaban till they reached Alis. He arrived there in
the month of Safar and joined "Abdul Aswad and
the Christian Arabs of the tribes of Banu "Ajil,
Timal Lat, Khabi'a and the native Arabs of Hirah.

Jabir ibn Jubair was a Christian, so he went
with "Abdul Aswad. When Khalid knew of their
muster, he was ready to face them, but he was
unaware of how close Jaban was to him. All he
was keen on was to fight those of the local Arabs
and Christian Arabs who had assembled to attack
him.

Khalid reached Alis. When the armies of
Jaban saw him, they said, “Shall we overtake them
and show them that we’re not afraid of them, then
fight them later?”
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Jaban said, “If they pay no attention to you
and treat you as if you are inferior to them, treat
them trivially. Yet, I think they’ll take you by
surprise and take you from your food.”

They disobeyed him and laid the tables and
put the food and invited each other.

When Khalid reached them, he stopped and
unloaded the baggage. He then proceeded to them
accompanied by guards to protect his back. He
called to the people, “Where is Abjar? Where is
"Abdul Aswad? Where is Malik ibn Qais?” They
all were silent except Malik ibn Qais, who stepped
forward.

Khalid saild to him, “O you unworthy
creature! What gave you courage to face me
among them although you have no loyalty?” Then
Khalid struck him with his sword and cut off his
head.
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He thus prevented the Persians from the food
they had not eaten. Jaban shouted at them, “Didn’t
[ tell you? Truly, I’ve never before feared a
general before today!” Then Jaban ordered "Abdul
Aswad and Abjar to head the two flanks of the
army.

The Persians and Khalid ibn Al-Walid fought
fiercely. What gave the Persians the stamina and
stubbornness to fight was their waiting for the
arrival of Bahmin Jazwih. That is why they fought
desperately against the Muslims, waiting for their
destiny.

Khalid prayed, “O Allah, I swear by Your
name that if You help us to get hold of them, I
won’t ever leave one of them alive so long as we
can, till I make their blood flow like a river.”

Allah fulfilled his prayer exactly as he
wished. Khalid’s crier shouted, “The captives!
The captives! Don’t kill except those who retuse.”
The Muslim cavalry captured the Persians. Khalid
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charged some men to kill them in the river, and
they spent a day and a night executing their
orders. They pursued them for another day till

they were done with the two rivers around all
sides of Alis and had killed them all.

The river of blood

Al-Qa’ga’ ibn "Amr and some other men
said, “Khalid, if you kill all the people on earth,
their blood will not flow, for blood dries quickly.
If you want their blood to flow to fulfill your oath,
you have to throw water over the blood so the
blood flows.” Thus he did and thus it was called
the river of blood.

Khalid and the River of Hirah

Khalid, known as the Sword of Allah,
progressed with his army to Hirah. On his way, he
stopped between Al-Khamaq and Al-Najaf. He
directed himself towards Al-Khurnaq. However,
the Persian general Azadhibah crossed the
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Euphrates River fleeing without a fight. He was
forced to do so because he had heard of the death
of King Ardashair, and his army was camping
between Al-Gharbiyin and the White Palace.

Khalid’s armies reached Al-Khurnaq
gradually while Khalid himself left to camp near
the Persians between Al-Gharbiyin and the White
Palace. The people of Hirah were fortified.
Khalid, “the Unsheathed Sword of Allah™, ordered
his armies to besiege the people of Hirah, each in
its place, to attack them later. Dirar ibn Al-Azwar
besieged the White Palace in which Iyas ibn
Qubaissah Al-Ta’t was seeking refuge, while
Dirar ibn Al-Khattab was in charge of the Palace
of "Adsiyin, in which was "Adi, the son of the
slain "Adi. The Palace of Banu Mazin, in which
Akal was hiding, was besieged by Dirar ibn
Mugrin Al-Mazni. Al- Muthanna 1bn Harithah Al-
Shaibani besieged the palace of Ibn Baqilah. His
name was Amr Abdul Masih: but he was called
Ibn Bagilah, which means legume man, because
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he went to his people dressed in two green
garments. On seeing him they said, “You are no
more than green legumes.”

The Muslims asked the people of Hirah to
[slam but they refused.

The first to attack was Dirar ibn Al-Azwar at
the White Palace. When the morning came, he was
about to take hold of 1t, so he asked its people to
choose one of the three alternatives: Islam, jizyah
or fighting. The Persians chose the third
alternative. They called to each other, “Throw the
pottery at them!” Dirar ibn Al-Azwar told his
men, “Step aside so you don’t get struck till we
know what they called to each other.” After a
while, the top of the palace was full of people
throwing heavy pots at the Muslims.

Dirar shouted, “Shoot them!”

The Muslims approached the White Palace
and shot them with arrows till the roof was empty
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of any person. After that, they attacked everyone

in their way.

Fvery Muslim general did the same as Dirar
did to the people of the White Palace. The
Muslims burst into the houses and the monasteries
and Killed many people. The priests and monks
cried, “O you people of the palaces! No one will
kill us except you.” The people of the palaces
said, “O you Arabs! We have accepted one of
three alternatives. Fight with us and guard us till
you take us to Khalid.”

Iyas 1bn Qubaissah and his brother went to
Dirar ibn Al-Azwar while "Adi 1ibn "Adi went to
Dirar ibn Al-Khattab. "Amr ibn "Abdul Masih and
Ibn Akal sought out Dirar ibn Muqgrin and
Muthanna 1bn Harithah Al-Shaibani. The Muslim
leaders sent them to Khalid ibn Al-Walid while
they remained at their positions.

The first to call for reconciliation was "Amr
ibn *Abdul Masih ibn Qais ibn Haiyan ibn Harith.
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When the chief Persians reached Khalid, he met
them separately. He started with the men of "Adi
ibn "Adi and said to them, “Woe to you! Who are
you? Are you Arabs or Persians? If you’re Arab,
whv do vou bear a giudge against the Arabs? And
if you’re Persians, why are you indignant to

justice and fairness?”

"Adi 1bn "Adi replied, “We are Arabs of deep

roots and others of no Arab roots.”
“If so, why do you defy us and hate us?”

“The proof to what we say is that our only
ianguage 1s Arabic.”

Khalid said, “This is right.” Then he added,
“Choose one of three alternatives: join our
religion so you will enjoy the rights we have and
undergo what we undergo 1if you emigrate from
this place. If you stay here, you will have to pay
Jjizyah, or else there will be the third choice to
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fight. For, by Allah, I came with people who are
more keen to die than you are keen to live.”

“We choose to pay jizyah.”

Khalid, the “Sword of Allah”. said, “Woe to
you! Disbelief is a deceiving desert. The fool of
all fools is the one who goes into it and meets two
leaders, an Arabic one whom he neglects and
another Persian whom he seeks for a guide and
treads on his way.” They agreed with Khalid to
pay one hundred thousand ninety.

The other people sought the same
reconciliation as "Adi ibn "Ad1 and brought many

precious gifts to Khalid. "Amr ibn "Abdul Masih
had a small bag with him. Khalid took the bag and
emptied its contents into the palm of his hand,
asking, “What 1s this, "Amr?”

“Truthfully, it’s poison.”

“Why did you bring it with you?”
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“I feared you would be the opposite to what 1
have found, and I came to you fearless, for death
is preferable to me than any harm that I could
bring to my people and my fellow men in my
viilage.”

“No soul shall die unless its time has come to
an end. In the name of Allah, the best of all
names, the Lord of the heavens and earth, no
illness shall harm as long as His name is
mentioned, the All-Merciful, the Ever-Merciful.”
Khalid then put the poison in his mouth and
swallowed it.

At this sight "Amr said, “Truly, you Arabs
will get what you aim for.” He said to the people
of Hirah, “I’ve never seen such a promising issue
as | saw today.”

Afterwards, Khalid prayed the prayer of
conquest, which was eight consecutive rakahs.
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The Battle of Anbar or the Eyes

Khalid proceeded accompanied by Al-Aqra’
ibn Habis Al-Tamimi till they reached the city of
Anbar. They found that its people were fortified
under the leadership of Shirzad, the ruler of Sabat.

The people cried, “This is an evil morning
for Anbar!”

Khalid arrived at Anbar and went around the
trenches. Fighting broke out and he said to his
archers, “I see people who have no experience in
there, so shoot at their eyes, and nothing but their
eyes.”

The Muslims shot arrows all together, and
consequently the people of Anbar had a thousand
gouged eyes on that day. That 1s why it was called
the Battle of the Eyes.

On seeing this, Shirzad sent to Khalid,
calling for a pact that did not satisfy him. So,
Khalid sent Shirzad’s messengers back, and at the
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narrowest place in the trench he slaughtered the
army’s horses and threw the carcasses into the
trench, crossed and struck. The two armies
clashed and the victory went to the Muslims.

Shirzad sent to Khalid, agreeing to his terms
on the condition that he allow Shirzad to betake
himself to a safe place along with some cavalry
without any luggage or money. Khalid accepted
and Shirzad left. Khalid concluded a treaty of
safety and conciliation with the people of Anbar.

Khalid then resumed his march in the lands
of Iraq till he reached Al-Farad, which lies on the
borders of Al-Sham, Iraq and the Arab Peninsula.
On his way he passed by many cities and villages.
In each he had more success than the previous
one. Some of the cities agreed on jizyah, while
others fought desperately till Allah’s wrath
afflicted them with a defeat at the hands of the
Muslims. No one survived death except those who
were quickly defeated like a stroke of lightning.
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The Battle of Qadisiyah

‘Umar sent Sa'd ibn Abi Waqgqas to Irag
accompanied by Al-Nu'man ibn Muqrin. No
sooner had Sa'd reached Qadisiyah than he
learned that Yazdigird, the Persian emperor, had
mobilized a massive army under the leadership of
Rustom. Sa’'d wrote to "Umar, who replied, “Don’t
be upset by what afflicts you. Seek Allah’s aid and
depend on Him. Send wise negotiators to call the
Persian emperor to Allah. May Allah make their
call a means to weaken the Persians.”

Sa'd ibn Ab1 Waqqas sent a delegation of the
wisest men including Al-Nu'man ibn Mugrin, Bisr
ibn Abi Rahm, Hamlan ibn Huwaiyah, Hanzhalah
ibn Al-Rab’i, Furat ibn Haiyan, "Adi ibn Suhail,
‘Utarid ibn Hajib, Al-Ash’ath ibn Qais, Al-
Mughirah ibn Zararah ibn Al-Nabbash Al- Asadi,
"Amr ibn Ma'di Karib and others.

They left the Muslim camp and headed
towards Yazdigird. People gathered looking at
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them on their horses. Yazdigird brought an
interpreter and said to him, “Ask them: Why did
you come? What makes you invade us and be
enchanted by our land? Is it because we were busy
and paid no heed to you that you dare to defy us?”

Al-Nu'man ibn "Amr ibn Mugrin said to his
companions, “If you wish, I can speak on your
behalf, or if someone likes to speak 1 will give
him the priority.”

They said, “Speak on our behalf.”

Al-Nu'man proceeded. “Allah was merciful
to us, so He sent us a Messenger to guide us to the
right and forbid us from evil. In return, Allah
promised us the goodness of this life and the
Hereafter. Our Messenger asked every tribe and
they divided into two parties, one that tried to be
closer to him and obey him and one that rejected
him. Then, he was ordered to start with those Arab
tribes that had rejected him. So he started with
them and tney agreed either willingly or
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unwillingly. Those who agreed unwillingly
benefited, and those who agreed willingly had
additional benefits. Thus, we all realized the
goodness of his message compared to the hostility
and aversion that we had been suffering. Then, he
ordered us to start with the neighboring nations to
call them to justice. We, therefore, call you to our
religion, for it is a religion that deems good things
as good and censures all sorts of evil. If you
refuse, one bad thing - which 1s jizyah - will be
better than another that is worse. If you embrace
our religion, we will leave Allah’s Book with you
and make sure that you judge by its laws, and we
will go back and leave you, your affairs and your
land. If you pay jizygh, we will accept 1t and be
your guardians, or else we will have to fight you.”

Yazdigird said, “I have never known a nation
that was more miserable, fewer in number or more
hostile to each other than you. We used to ask the
villages of the outlying districts to attack you and
they were succe_ssful In saving us our sweat, for
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you did not dare to approach Persia. If some kind
of arrogance has touched you, do not be deceived
and forget who we are. However, if it is poverty
and need of money that motivate you, we will
allocate some sustenance to be added to your
harvest, be generous to you, grant you clothing
and assign a king to rule you kindly.”

When the Muslim delegation finished
talking, Yazdigird concluded, “Go back to your
general and tell him that I will send him Rustom
to bury him with you in the dust in the trench of

Qadisiyah.”
The advance of Rustom’s army

After this event, Rustom could wait no more,
so he mustered an army of a hundred twenty
thousand warriors preceded by elephants.
Advancing slowly but steadily, he crossed the
Euphrates River near the city of Babylon, then
proceeded towards Hirah till he was visible to the
Muslim army. He camped on the opposite bank of
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the river. He called to the people of Hirah saying,
“O you enemies of Allah! You were jubilant when
the Arabs invaded our lands and were their spies
on us and supplied them with money.”

The people of Hirah averted his evil by
assigning "Amr ibn "Abdul Masih to be their
spokesman. He replhied to Rustom, “As for your
claim that we were jubilant at their coming, what
did they do? What did they do to make us happy?
They claim that we are their slaves. They do not
believe in our religion and they assure us that we
will be doomed to hell. As for your claim that we
were their spies on you, what forces them to take
us as spies? For your people fled from them and
left their villages, thus nothing stopped them from
anything they wanted to do and if they liked, they
would have taken hold of everything everywhere.
And as for your accusation that we assisted them
with money, we conciliated with them by this
money to save our souls when you did not protect
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us from being taken as captives or fighting and
being killed.”

Rustom said, “Right you are.”

Rustom assigned Al-Hurmuzan over the right
flank of the army, Mahran ibn Bihram Al-Razi
over its left flank, and Al-Bairazan over the rear.

Rustom tries to avoid fighting

Rustom was a courageous and dauntless
warrior, yet he was an astrologer. He saw that the
Persian fortune was ill-starred and that their
welfare would be misery. Thus, he wrote to his
brother telling him about what he saw: “I foresaw
the secrets of the planets and gathered the hidden
consequences and saw the palace of the Sassanid
sovereign empty and the seal of their dominion
passing and inclined to obliteration. On the other
hand, the sun, moon and Venus were ascendant to
the Arabs, for their fortune will be goodness and
superiority.... When you receive this letter of
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mine, collect your money, fortunes. and cavalry
and go to Azerbaijan and seek refuge there....
You have to protect the king, for he is the only
survivor of his ancestors.”

Rustom camped on the Atiq River and
observed the Muslims. Then he sent to one of
their generals saying, “You are our neighbors and
once a group of you was under our sovereignty
and we treated them well and granted them
protection and gave them many privileges.” He
intended conciliation by reminding the Arabs of
the Persians’ good deeds towards the Arabs who
bordered on them. His efforts at reconciliation

failed.

The Muslim general replied, “What you
mentioned is right, yet our condition is not like
that of our fellows. We did not come to you
seeking earthly grace. On the contrary, all that we
seek and care about is the Hereafter.” Rustom
assembled the Persian men and mentioned this to
them, so they were kindled by rage and arrogance.
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The negotiations of Rustom and the
Muslims

Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas sent Rab'i ibn "Amir to
Rustom. The Persians prepared to meet the
messenger by laying down carpets and placing a
golden couch with cushions made of golden cloth
for Rustom, who was dressed in his best attire of
colored woolen garments. Rab’1 ibn "Amir arrived
on his horse holding his sword and spear, with his
hair in four plaits, and wearing shabby clothes.

They said to him, “Drop your sword!”

He replied, “I did not come to you to drop my
sword at your command! You are the ones who
asked me to come.”

They told Rustom what he said, and he said,
“Let him 1n.”

Rab’i ibn "Amir proceeded leaning on his
spear and walking steadily, leaving no carpet or
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cushion unspoiled or untorn. On reaching Rustom,
he sat on the ground and fixed his spear.

He was asked, “Why do you do this?”

Rab’i replied, “We do not like to sit on your
ornaments.”

"Abud, Rustom’s translator and one of the
people of Hirah, said to him, “Why did you come
to us?”

Rab'i replied, “Allah sent us. He ordered us
to turn those whom He wants from worshiping
creatures to worshiping the Creator of the
creatures and from the narrowness of life to its
vastness and from the injustice of religions to the
fairness of Islam. Allah sent us with His religion
to His creatures so that we would call them to
Him. If any accept this from us, we will accept it
from them, go back and leave them and their
lands. Whereas, if any refuse, we will fight till we
meet Allah’s promise.”
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Rustom asked, “What is Allah’s promise?”

“Paradise for those who die fighting the
rebellious and triumph for those who survive.”

“Now we have heard your talk, give us a
respite so that we can think it over, and you do as
well.”

“Agreed. How many days would you like,
one or two?”

“Enough time to write to our counselors and
chiefs,” Rustom answered. He wanted to delay.

Rab’i said, “The practice of our Prophet #z
and the attitude of our generals is that we do not
let our enemies take hold of us and that we give
them no more than three days of respite on the
encounter. We will, thus, give you three days
respite, so consider your condition and choose one
of three choices after the respite is over. Either
[slam, and 1n return we will leave you and your
land; or jizvah, so we will accept and grant you
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safety and if you are in need of us, we will assist
you, or fight on the fourth day 1f you do not attack
earlier. I guarantee this on behalf of my
companions and on behalf of all whom you see.”

Rustom asked, “Are you their master?”

“No, but the Muslims are like one whole
body, they are parts of each other, they support
each other, (like the organs of one body).”

The Persians cross the Euphrates

The three days passed and the respite came to
an end, so Rustom asked the Muslims, “Will you
cross to us or we to you?”

Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas replied, “You cross to

2%

us.

At night, Sa’'d sent messengers to the
Muslims to be on the alert in their positions.
Rustom’s army spent the night filling in the river
opposite to Qadis by throwing 1n wood, mud and
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so forth till they had built a bridge, which they
crossed with their loads and reached the bank of
the Euphrates, where they camped.

Rustom put on two shields and his armor and
took his weapons. He ordered his horse to be
brought to him, mounted it and said, “Tomorrow,
we will crush them mercilessly.”

A man said, “If Allah wills.”

Rustom said, “Even if He doesn’t will.”
Measures to start the battle

The Persians started to arrange their lines.
Rustom sat on his throne in the center surrounded
by eighteen horses loaded with boxes and men and
seven or eight elephants loaded as well.

Jalinus was between Rustom and the right

flank, while Al-Bairazan was between him and the
.eft flank.
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Yazdigird assigned men on the way between
him and the Euphrates whose duty was to tell him
the tidings of the battle.

The Muslims took their positions. Zahwah
ibn "Abdullah, "Assim 1bn "Amr Al-Tamimi and
Shurahbil ibn Al-Samit were in charge, with all
the Muslims mixed 1n the center and both flanks.
A voice cried out to the Muslims, “Envy is only in
jihad to raise Allah’s word. O people! Envy each

'7?

other and compete in jihad
Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas Falls 1l

Sa'd ibn Abi waqgas was afflicted with
furuncles and sciatica, which prevented him from
mounting a horse or camel, or even sitting.
Therefore, he watched the people from his palace
and at his chest was a cushion on which he leaned.
He threw down pieces of leather on which were
written his orders to Khalid 1bn "Arfatah, who

stood below.
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Sa'd wrote to the people, “I assign Khalid ibn
"Arfatah to be my lieutenant, though nothing
prevents me from being in his place except my
pains. Thus, obey him, for he orders you
according to my word and follows my decisions.”

When they heard this, they were relieved and
accepted his words and agreed to his decisions.
They urged each other to obey and accepted his
excuse.

Sa'd said, “O people, keep your positions till
you pray Zhuhr. After you have finished your
prayers, [ will say ‘Allahu Akbar,” so repeat after
me and be ready. On hearing the second cry of
‘Allahu Akbar,” put on your shields. At my third
cry, repeat ‘Allahu Akbar,” and may your
cavalrymen motivate the others. When 1 cry
‘Allahu Akbar’ for the fourth time, advance all till
you mingle with your enemies and say, ‘There 1s
no power nor might except with Allah.””
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The first day: the Day of Armat

When Sa'd cried ‘Allah Akbar’ the third
time, the group of intrepid ones started the attack
and was met by their Persian counterparts, with
striking and stabbing between them.

Ghalib ibn "Abdullah Al-Asadi advanced and
was faced by Hurmuz, who was one of the kings
of Persia and was crowned. Ghalib took him
prisoner and brought him to Sa'd, then went back
to resume the battle against the Persians. *Amr ibn
Ma'di Karib encountered a Persian who defied
him. “Amr broke his neck, put his sword on his
throat and cut down, then threw him down.

The elephants vex the Muslims

The elephants had twenty men on each of
them. Thus they were movable fortresses. These
elephants attacked the Muslim army and
disordered the ranks, then aimed at Banu Bajilah
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and frightened their horses, thus jeopardizing the
whole tribe, which was near destruction.

Sa'd sent to Banu Asad saying, “Protect
Banu Bajilah and the people with them.” Tulaihah
ibn Khuwailid Al-Asadi rushed with some of his
men and said, “You were called after the lion
[asad] to be as fierce as it 1s. Be tough and do not
weaken; attack and do not retreat or flee.”

He was urging them to fight and be calm.
They stabbed the elephants and hit those on their
backs till they hindered them from progressing
further. A high-ranking Persian faced Tulaihah ibn
Khuwailid Al-Asadi and they fought until
Tulathah killed him. Al-Ash’ath tbn Qais urged
the tribe of Kindah to fight and struggle, so they
attacked the Persians that were in their way and
forced them out of their positions.
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The Persians gather against Banu
Asad

The whole Persian party, including Dhul
Hajib and Al-Jalinus gathered against Banu Asad.
The battle turned against Banu Asad. The
elephants attacked the right and left flanks of the
Muslim army and charged against the cavalry as
well.

Sa'd cried ‘Allahu Akbar’ for the fourth time
and sent to "Assim ibn "Amr ordering him to trick
the elephants so that they could avoid their harm
and lessen the threat to those of Banu Asad and
others who were combating them.

The Muslim archers shot at the elephants
while others cut their tails and the belts and ropes
that held on the boxes. The elephants yelled in
pain and all of them lost their loads, and no man
remained on their backs. Both armies clashed and
Banu Asad were somewhat relieved. The Persians
were forced back to their former positions.
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The second day: The Day of Aghwath

On the morning of the second day, the
Muslims carried their martyrs to "Udhaib for
burial. They also carried the injured ones and left
them under the care of the women to nurse them.

The happy news of the opening of Damascus
arrived, for it had been opened a month before
Qadisiyah. Extra cavalry joined them from Ash-
Sham, for Caliph 'Umar sent to "Ubaidah ibn Al-
Jarrah asking him to order the people of Iraq to
join the battle. Thus, he mobilized them and they
were six thousand men under Hashim ibn "Utbah
ibn Abi Waqqas. In the van was Al-Qa'ga’ ibn
"Amr Al-Tamimi.

Al-Qa’ga’ ibn "Amr encouraged the Muslims
to fight saying, “Do as I do.” He then advanced
towards the Persians and said, “Is there anyone
who wants to fight a duel?” Dhul Hajib Bahman
Jadhweh accepted the challenge and Al-Qa'qa’
succeeded 1n killing him. The Muslims were

80



THE ISLAMIC OPENINGS (Al-Fatuhét Al-Isidmiyah)

jubilant at the death of Dhul Hajib. Al-Qa'qa’
called to Al-Bairazan, “Is there anyone who wants
to fight a duel?”

Two men came to him, Al-Bairazan and Al-
Bandawan. Al-Qa'qa’ clashed swords with Al-
Bairazan, killing him, while Al-Harith 1bn
Zhibyan fought with Al-Bandawan, putting his
life to an end. Al-Qa’qa’ cried to the Muslims, “O
you assembled Muslims! Encounter them with
your swords, for people harvest by them!” The
Muslims killed many Persians.

One Persian came forward and asked to fight
a duel. Al-A'raf ibn Al-A'lam fought and killed
him. Another man came and was also killed, then
Al-A’raf was surrounded by the Persian cavalry,
who defeated him and took his weapons.
However, he threw the dust into their faces till he
returned safely back to the Muslims. The two
armies continued the struggle till midnight. The
night of Armath was called the Night of Calm,
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while the night of Aghwath was called the Night
of Darkness.

Abu Mahjan Al-Thaqafi leaves his
prison to fight

Abu Mahjan Al-Thagafi had been imprisoned
and chained in the palace. However, he begged
Salma, the wife of Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas, to free
him so that he could take part in the battle against
the Persians, promising that he would return to his
jail and chains at night. He kept on begging and
pleading with her till she was forced by his
insistence to accept. Salma set him free. Abu
Mahjan took Sa'd’s horse Al-Balga’ and rode out
of the back door of the palace. When he was near
the Persian right flank, he cried, “Allahu Akbar,”
then attacked the left flank, flashing his spear
while the people were astonished at him, unaware
of his 1dentity.

On top of his palace, Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas
saw the man and said, “If Abu Mahjan weren’t in
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prison, I’d have said that’s him and that’s Al-
Balga’.” Some Muslims said, “This must be Khidr
[the servant of Allah who was mentioned in Surat
Al-Kahf].”

When it was midnight and the Muslims and
Persians ceased fighting, Abu Mahjan returned to
the palace and put the chains round his leg as he
had promised. Salma talked to her husband Sa'd
and told him about Mahjan and his devotion. Sa'd
called for him and set him free and did not blame
his wife for what she had done. Two thousand
Muslims were killed and injured, while there were
ten thousand Persian casualties on the day of
Aghwath.

The third day: the Day of Amas

On this day, the Muslims carried their
deceased to the graves for burial, and the injured
were left in the care of the women to nurse and aid
them. Al-Qa’qa’ ibn "Amr spent the night talking
to his fellows and said, “When the sun rises,
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attack a hundred by a hundred. If Hashim ibn
"Utbah arrives with the reinforcements, things will
be better. Otherwise, renew the enthusiasm of the
people and remind them of their aims.”

When the sun rose, the companions of Al-
Qa’'qa’ ibn "Amr advanced as he had planned with
them. On seeing them, he cried “Allahu Akbar!”
and the Muslims repeated it and cried, “The
reinforcements have arrived!”

The two armies fought. By the time Al-
Qa’'qga’’s last group attacked, Hashim ibn "Utbah
ibn Abi Waqqgas had arrived with seven hundred
men. The Muslims told him about Al-Qa'ga’’s
plan and what they had done in the previous two
days.

Hashim ibn "Utbah arrayed his men seventy
by seventy, including Qais ibn Hubairah ibn "Abd
Yaghuth, who was well known as Qats ibn Al-
Makshuh Al-Muradi. He organized the ranks till
‘he mingled with the army and reached its center.
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He shouted together with the Muslims, “Allahu
Akbar!” and added, “Start the attack by chasing
then shooting.” He rushed upon the disbelievers,
assaulting them till he broke through their lines
and reached the riverbank. Then he returned to his
former position.

The Persians’ elephants attacked, guarded by
infantrymen at their rear to prevent the Muslims
from cutting their tails or bands. They fought till
midday, and the battle was severe for both the
Muslims and the Persians. Yazdigird sent more
reinforcements from the armies that remained with
him to strengthen the Persian army. If not for the
plan of Al- Qa'qa’ on the first two days till the
arrival of the aid of Hashim ibn "Utbah and his
companions, the Muslims would have been
defeated and ruined.

The Persian elepants flee

Sa’d 1bn Abi Waqgas overlooked and
managed the battle from the top of his palace.
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When he observed the elephants torturing the
Muslims and attacking fiercely like the day of
Armath, he consulted with some Persians who had
declared their Islam. They suggested attacking the
elephants’ eyes and trunks. Sa'd thus sent to Al-
Qa'ga’ and "Assim ibn "Amr Al-Tamimi telling
them to focus on the white elephant. He sent to
Al-Hammal and Al-Ribbiyil to attack the scabby
elephant. These two were the biggest and the
leaders of the other animals.

Al-Qa’'qa’ and "Assim attacked the white
clephant fiercely, throwing their spears at its eyes.
The animal bellowed, shook its head and fell to
the ground, causing all the men who were on its
back to fall down as well. Then it lowered its
trunk, and Al-Qa’'ga’ struck it so that it fell on its
side and crushed all those who were on its back.

As for Al-Hammal, he asked Al-Ribbiyil,
“Choose whether to strike the trunk of the scabby
elephant while [ stab its eyes or the other way
round, you hit its eyes and I strike its trunk.”
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Al-Ribbiyil chose to strike the trunk, so Al-
Hammal attacked the scabby elephant and stabbed
its eyes. The elephant knelt down and Al- Ribbiyil
struck and cut its trunk so that the elephant ran
away terrified till 1t jumped into the river. The
other elephants followed their leader, broke
through the lines of the Persians, crossed the river
after it and reached Al- Mada’in with their boxes
on them, killing all those who were on their backs.

The night of Qadisiyah

It was also called the Night of Growling. It
was called so because the Muslims abstained from
talking and only uttered growls.

After the elephants had fled, the Muslims
were face to face with the Persians. The Muslims
advanced towards the Persians having their backs
guarded by their cavalry. They fought fiercely
from the beginning of the day till the night. Both
armies persevered and both came out on an equal
footing save for the sounds of the heroes fighting.
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Due to these sounds it was called the Night of
Growling.

Sa'd ibn Abi Wagqgas sent to Tulathah ibn
Khuwailid and "Amr ibn Ma'di Karib and said to
them, “Go to Makhda - a ford in the river - below
the soldiers and guard it lest the enemy should
cross through it and surprise us.” Tulaihah and
"Amr headed out to execute the order. However,
Tulaihah said to "Amr, “What about crossing the
river and surprising the Persians from behind?”
"Amr said, “No, we would be better to cross from
below.”

They went apart, and Tulathah charged upon
the armies from behind the river while "Amr
descended upon them and they both attacked their
enemies.

Al-Qa'ga’ ibn "Amr marched towards the
Persians without taking the permission of Sa'd,
who prayed, “Allah, forgive him and grant him
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victory, for I permit him though he did not ask for
my permission.”

Then Sa'd said, “When I say ‘Allahu Akbar’
three times, attack and say ‘Allah Akbar’ as well.”

However, they did not wait and Banu Asad
attacked, followed by Najiliyah, then the tribe of
Kindah. Then the chiefs advanced, for because of
the Arab’s boldness, they could not hinder them in
the battlefield, but they rushed forward
determinedly.

Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas waited quite a long
period between each cry in order to give them
enough time to prepare themselves and to be
ready, yet they could not wait. When he cried,
“Allahu Akbar” for the third time, they advanced
together, mingled with the Persians and faced the
night after "Isha’ Preyer.

The Arabs and the Persians fought a battle
such as they had not experienced before and the
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news of the battle was cut from both Sa'd and
Rustom. Sa'd kept on praying Allah to grant
victory to the Muslims.

By the first rays of the sun in the morning,
the victory of the Muslims was proved by the
voice of Al-Qa’qa’ chanting:

We have killed a lot of people
Nearly four hundred fifty-one

We fought desperately and after
They were killed, I prayed to Allah

And stayed cautious and alert.

The Muslims did not sleep at all that night.

In the morning, Al-Qa gqa” walked among the
people saying, “Defeat is after an hour for those
who attack them now. Thus, wait for an hour, then
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attack, for victory comes with patience, so prefer
patience to fear.”

Some of the leaders gathered to him, then
they proceeded straightaway to Rustom till they
mingled with his guards by the morning. At
midday, a windstorm blew and took away
Rustom’s tent and throne and threw them into the
river. Al-Qa'ga’ ibn "Amr and his group reached
the throne, and when the fierce wind blew away
the tent, Rustom ran away and hid behind a loaded
pack mule. Al-Qa'ga’ saw Rustom, and so did
Hilal ibn "Ullafah, who struck and cut the ties of
the baggage on the mule. The load fell onto
Rustom, who ran away towards the river and
threw himself in. Hilal ibn "Ullafah saw and
pursued him, dragged him out of the river by his
leg, then struck his torehead with his sword till he
killed him. Afterwards, he carried him and threw
him under the feet of the mules. Hilal then
mounted on Rustom’s throne and yelled, “By the
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- name of the Lord of the Ka'bah, I have killed
Rustom.”

Consequently, the center of the Persian army
became disrupted, and this led to their defeat. Al-
Jalinus mounted a hill and cried to the Persians,
“Cross the river!” However, the Muslims pierced
them with spears.

Sa’d ibn Abi Waqggas sent to Hilal ibn
"Ullatah asking him, “Where is your ‘fellow’?”

Hilal replied, “I threw him down at the feet
of the mules.”

“Go get him!” Sa'd said.

Hilal went and brought the body of Rustom.
Sa'd said, “Strip him as much as you like.” Hilal
took his spoils, which were the shields and armor,
and did not leave anything on him.

Dirar ibn Al-Khattab took the Persian
standard, but he was given thirty thousand
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dirhams in exchange for it. Some Muslim
cavalrymen pursued the Persian soldiers, and
Zahrah 1bn “Abdullah chased Al-Jalinus, who
lagged behind to protect their backs. They fought
and Zahrah succeeded in killing him and taking
his possessions. The Muslim army clashed with
the Persians between Al-Khararah and Al-Sielhain
to Najat till the night. Afterwards, they retreated
and the Muslims stayed in Qadissiyah. There, the
Persians were afflicted with a grave defeat that
eliminated the Persian glory and abolished the
existence and features of one of the greatest
nations of that time.
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THE OPENING OF
AL-MADA'’IN

After Allah the Most Powerful had granted
victory to the Muslims in Qadisiyah and afflicted
the Persians with the most ugly defeat they had
ever known in history, many events followed. The

most important and well-known was the opening
of Mada’in.

The Day of Pers

The fighting between the Muslims and the
Persians ceased for two months so that the
Muslims could have some rest after the Battle of
Qadisiyah and prepare themselves properly to
resume the fight. During this period of time, Allah
the Almighty cured Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas of the
furuncles and sciatica that had afflicted him before
the Battle of Qadisiyah.
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Sa'd led the Muslim army till it reached Pers,
a place in Babylon, where there were relics of
King Bukhtanassir and also a high hill called the
castle of Pers.

Sa'd assigned ‘Abdullah ibn Al-Mu'tim to
head the army together with Zahrah i1bn
Huwaiyatah and Shurahbil ibn Al-Samit. They
encountered and fought with a group of Persians,
who fled to Babylon. The Persian general
Bu'bahri was struck by Zahrah’s sword so he
threw himself into the river and died of his
wounds. Bistam, the chief of Pers, came and
reconciled with Zahrah, made pontoon bridges for
him and told him that the Persians were gathered
in Babylon.

The Day of Babylon

Sa’'d ibn Abi Waqqgas resumed his march
with his army till they arrived at Kufa, the famous
city in the land of Babylon in Iraq. He was
accompanied by Hashim ibn "Utbah. He had
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information that the Persians had gathered and
assembled their army under the leadership of Al-
Fairuzan to face Zahrah ibn Huwaiyah. Sa'd
proceeded with his generals towards Babylon.

The two parties clashed. After a short round
of engagement in the battle, Allah the Almighty
afflicted the Persians with defeat. Al-Hurmuzan
fled to Ahwas, which he took possession of, then
he proceeded to Nahawand, where were the
treasures of Khusraw, which he also plundered.

Sa'd stayed in Babylon for some days, then
went to Kutha, a town in Iraq in the land of
Babylon that was the birthplace of Prophet
Ibrahim and where he was thrown into the fire. He
visited the house where Prophet Ibrahim (peace be
upon him) had been imprisoned. He looked in
wonder and astonishment, and prayed for the Seal
of the Prophets # and for Ibrahim and all the
prophets (peace be upon them all). He then recited
the words of the Qur’an that mean €... such are
the days that We alternated among the people... )

(Al Imran 3: 140)
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Mada’in, which means “cities”, was so called
by the Arabs because it consisted of seven cities,
some of which were on the western side of the
Tigris River and some on the eastern side. It was
twenty-five miles from Baghdad. It was the
Persian capital city and the residence of the
emperors, who called 1t Aktisighun.

Sa'd 1ibn Abi Waqqas ordered Zahrah ibn
Huwaiyah to precede him to Bahrasir. When
Zahrah arrived there, he was met by Shirzad, the
ruler of Sabat, who agreed to pay jizyah.

Zahrah resumed his advance till he was met
by a Persian brigade under the leadership of
Buran, Khusraw’s daughter. After a fierce
struggle, the Persians were defeated. Sa'd ibn Abi
Waqqgas marched towards Bahrasir. When the
Muslims saw the great palace of Khusraw, Dirar
ibn Al-Khattab exclaimed, “Allahu Akbar! The
palace of Khusraw! This is the fulfillment of the

'9)

promise of Allah and His Messenger
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When Dirar cried “Allahu Akbar!” the
Muslims repeated after him and whenever a

brigade of the army arrived, they did the same.
Then they entered the city.

In the month of Safar, the Muslims entered
Bahrasir. Beforehand, Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas had
besieged the city for some days. Then he sent the
cavalrymen to raid on all those who had no pact
with the Muslims. They captured a large number
of peasants, so Sa'd sent to Caliph 'Umar asking
him what to do with them. The Commander of the
Faithful "Umar replied, “Those peasants who
came to you through those who had a treaty with
you are captives. But as for those who fled but
you succeeded in capturing, you are free to do
what you like with them.” So Sa’d freed them all.

The siege of western Mada’in

The siege was so hard day after day on the
people of western Mada’in that they had nothing
to eat except cats and dogs. However, they were
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bold and withstood the hardship of the siege.

Afterwards, they crossed the Tigris to eastern
Mada’in.

Sa'd let the people have suitable residences
and stayed in Bahrasir for some days in the month
of Safar, 16 A.H.,, with the aim of crossing the
river. Yet he was cautious. One of the disbelievers
came to him and told him about a ford in the river
that led to the heart of the valley, but Sa'd
hesitated and refused.

Unexpectedly, there was a flood in the Tigris
River, and Sa'd had a vision that the Muslims’
horses were easily and safely crossing. He thus
made his decision to cross. Another Persian came
to him saying, “What hinders you? If three days
pass, Yazdigird will take everything in Mada’in.”

So Sa'd renewed his decision to cross the
river. He gathered the people and spoke to them,
encouraging them to cross saying, “Who will start
and guard the ford for us so that when other
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people attack they will not be stopped by the
Persians?”

"Assim ibn "Amr, the intrepid, went to
execute the mission with six hundred brave men
whom Sa'd put under his leadership. "Assim led
them till he stood on the bank of the Tigris and
said, “Who will come with me to protect the ford,
Al-Farad, from your enemy and to guard you till
you cross?” Sixty men were chosen, including
"Assim ibn Wallad and Shurahbil and other strong
and courageous ones. "Assim ibn "Amr divided
them into two groups: one group riding mares and
the other riding stallions.

They plunged into the Tigris to cross it,
followed by the rest of the six hundred men. The
first to arrive at the other side of the river were
‘Assim  Al-Taim, Al-Kalaj, Abu Mafzar,
Shurahbil, Hajjal Al-"Ajli, Malik ibn Ka'b Al-
Hamadani, and a youth from the tribe of Banu Al-
Harith ibn Ka'b.
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When the Persians saw what they were
doing, they prepared many horses to face those
preceding Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas and then they
rushed into the Tigris. The horses were forced
back and were checked by "Assim ibn "Amr in Al-
Sur'an near Al-Farad who said, “The spears! The
spears! Throw them and focus on the eyes.”

The two parties confronted each other and
fought. The Muslims targeted the eyes and killed
the majority, and the surviving Persians were one-
eyed. The Muslims rushed one after the other into
the Tigris.

The Muslims then took the Persians by
surprise, breaking their plans and preventing them
from their treasures. They entered Al-Mada'in 1n
Satar 16 A.H. and looted what remained 1in the

palaces of Khusraw.
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It was said

When Sa'd opened Bahrasir and resided
there, the Persians went to Mada’in, where they
took ships and brought them together, leaving
nothing for Sa'd, who failed to find a ship. The
Tigris River overflowed and its water turned black
and gushed with foam due to the flood. Sa'd was
told that Yazdigird was planning to take the
fortunes and goods from Mada’in to Hulwan and
that 1f he did not reach him within three days, any
further effort would be of no avail.

Sa'd delivered a speech on the banks of the
Tigris. He praised and thanked Allah, then said,
“ Your enemies sought refuge with this river from
you, for you cannot arrive at them by it. Yet, they
can assault you if they like by attacking you from
their ships, for nothing behind your backs
threatens you. [ perceive that you had better start
to fight against the enemies by your good wills
before this life seduces you, for I have decided to
cross this water to them.”
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They all replied, “May Allah determine the
good decision for you and us. Do this!”

Hence, Sa'd ordered the people to cross
saying, “Who will start protecting the ford of the
river for us...” - he meant the opposite bank of the
river - “so that people may cross safely?”

"Assim 1bn "Amr and about six hundred bold
men volunteered and Sa’'d made “Assim their
leader. As they stood at the edge of the river,
*Assim said, “Who will volunteer to cross with me
before the others so that we can protect the ford
from the other side?” Sixty bold men answered
him. The Persians were standing on the other side
of the river.

A Muslim advanced while the people were
hesitant to cross. He said, “Are you afraid of this
trivial thing?” Then he recited the Qur’anic verse
meaning {And no soul can die except by Allah’s
permission. The term is preordained... » (Al
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Imran 3: 145) Then he plunged into the river
followed by the people.

The sixty were divided into two groups, one
on stallions and the other on mares. When the
Persians saw the Muslims floating on the water
they said, “Madmen! Madmen!” Then they added,
“Truly, you are not fighting human beings but
demons.”

They dispatched some cavalrymen to
confront the first group of Muslims to prevent
them from getting out of the water. "Assim
directed them to focus on the eyes. They stabbed
the eyes of the Persians’ horses and they ran away,
the Persians unable to curb them. "Assim and his
men chased them till they forced them out on the
other side of the river.

Thereupon, Sa'd waded into the river with
the rest of the army when he saw that the other
side was safely guarded by the Muslims. Sa'd
ordered them to say upon entering the water,
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“From Allah we seek aid and on Him we depend.
Allah is our Protector and Guardian. There is no
might or strength without Allah, the Most
Powerful, the Great.”

Then he plunged into the river together with
the Muslims, and no one lagged behind. They
went through the river as if they were walking on
solid ground. This was due to the assurance and
security they felt and due to their belief in Allah’s
promise, victory and assistance to Sa'd, the uncle
of the Prophet and one of the ten Companions to
whom was promised Paradise. The Prophet # had
also prayed for Sa'd saying, “Allah, fulfill his
demands and grant him victory.”

On this day, Sa'd prayed for safety and
victory for his army. The Muslim army, therefore,
did not lose anything during the process of
crossing except a wooden cup.
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Entering Al-Mada’in

When the horses got out of the water, they
shook the water off their manes and, neighing,
charged after the Persians till they arrived at Al-
Mada’in. However, they found it empty of its
people and what fortunes, luggage and
possessions they could take. Left behind were
cattle, clothing, belongings, pots, and precious
perfumes and oils. Khusraw’s safe had contained
three billion dinars. The Persians took what they
could and left the rest, which was estimated to be
nearly half the amount.

The first brigade to enter Mada’in was the
Brigade of Horror followed by the Mute Brigade.
When Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas arrived, he called the
people of the White Palace for three days, taking
the Companion Salman Al-Farisi, who was of
Persian origin, to be his spokesman. On the third
day, they departed the palace and Sa'd resided in
it, taking Khusraw’s reception room - iwan - as a

~ mosque.
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When Sa'd entered the White Palace, he
recited Allah’s words meaning

{How many were the gardens and
the water springs that they left
behind. And sown fields and fine
dwellings, and pleasant things
wherein they took delight! Thus
We bequeathed it on another

people.)

(Al-Dukhan 44: 25-28)

Then he advanced to the center of the hall
and prayed the Prayer of Opening, which
consisted of eight rak 'ahs. He prayed the Jum ah
Prayer in the palace in Safar 16 A.H. This was the
first Jum ah Prayer in Iraq. |

The spoils

Sa’d ibn Abi Waqqas assigned "Amr 1bn
Mugrin to be responsible for collecting the spoils
and ordered Salman ibn Rabi’ah Al-Bahili to be
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responsible for the division and allocation.
Everything that was in the palaces, mansions,
houses and markets was gathered and registered.
He added what the pursuers brought, for at the
time of defeat the people of the city plundered the
treasures and fled everywhere. Everyone who ran
away with something was tracked down by the
Muslims and deprived of his load. They also
found Turkish domes full of baskets sealed with
lead. They thought they were full of food but
discovered that there were golden and silver pots.
One would wander selling gold and silver
similarly. They also found plenty of camphor,
which they thought was salt and used it in baking,
but they found it bitter tasting.

The pursuers with Zahrah ibn Huwaiyah
chased a Persian group to the bridge of Nahrawan.
They crowded over it and when a mule fell into:
the water, they ran down after it. This action
caused the Muslims to realize that there was
something important on the mule.
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The parties struggled until the Muslims took
the mule, on which they found Khusraw's trinkets:
his clothing and wardrobe, his sash and his shield,
which was decorated with jewels and which he
used wear on parade.

Al-Kalaj or Al-Kalakh followed two mules
led by two Persians, whom he killed. He took the
mules to the one registering the spoils and said to
him, “Wait till we see what you’ve got!”

He unloaded the two mules and found
Khusraw’s crown, which was studded with
precious jewels. On the other mule were two
baskets containing Khusraw’s clothes that he used
to wear. They were of silk brocade and gold
thread and inlaid with jewels. There were other
garments that were not made of silk yet were
adorned with jewels, to0.

Al-Qa'gqa’ 1bn "Amr followed another
Persian, whom he killed and took two bags from.
In one of them, he found five swords. In the other
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he found six swords and shields, including
Khusraw’s shields and armor, the shields of
Heraclius; Khagan, the Turkish king; Daher, the
king of India; Bahram Jarbin; and Al-Nu'man.

Al-Qa’gqa’ brought all these to Sa'd, who
gave him the liberty to chose from the swords. He
chose the sword of Heraclius and was given the
shield of Bahram. The rest was carried back by the
Mute Brigade.

‘Ismah ibn Khalid Al-Dabbi took two men
riding two donkeys to the one responsible for the
spoils. On one of them were two baskets. One
basket contained a golden horse with a silver
saddle and on its mouth and neck were rubies and
emeralds inlaid in silver, as well as a bridle. In
addition to this was a silver camel with a golden
saddle and cushions and a golden 1ein. All these
were 1nlaid with rubies and on it was a golden
statue of a man studded with jewels. Khusraw
used to put this work of art on the cylinder of his

crown.
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Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqgas sent one fifth of the
spoils to the Commander of the Faithful "Umar
ibn Al-Khattab. When he saw the booty and
Khusraw’s sword, belt and ornaments, he said,

“Those who have brought this to me are truly
honest men.” "Al1 ibn Ab1 Talib said to him, “You
are honest so your people embraced honesty as
well.”

Opening Tikrit

The Companion Sa'd ibn Abi Waqgas sent
the armies to Tikrit, which was guarded by a
Byzantine army together with the tribes of Iyad,
Taghlib, Al-Namr and Al-Shaharijah, which were
Christian tribes headed by Al-Antaq. 'Umar had
written beforehand to Sa'd telling him to send
"Abdullah ibn Al-Mu'tim at the head of an army
marching to Tikrit. He also ordered that the
vanguard be led by Rab’i ibn Al-Afkal and the
cavalry by "Arfajah ibn Hurthumah.
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"Abdullah ibn Al-Mu'tim advanced to Tikrit
and besieged it for forty days. He asked the Arabs
that were allied with the tribe of Antaq to assist

him. They agreed and did not conceal anything
from him.

When the Byzantines realized that the
Muslims had the upper hand, they left their
leaders and carried their possessions to the ships.
The tribes of Taghlib, Iyad, and Al-Namr sent
news of this to "Abdullah ibn Al-Mu'tim and
asked him to grant them safety, telling him that
they were on his side.

"Abdullah sent to them, “If you are truthful,

29

embrace Islam.” They acceded and embraced

[slam.

"Abdullah sent to them, “When you hear us
call out ‘Allahu Akbar’, know that we have taken
the gates facing the trench, and you take the gates
facing the Tigris and say ‘Allahu Akbar’, killing
as many as you can.”
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When they heard the cries of "Abdullah and
his men, they headed towards the gaps that lay

behind the Tigris, killing all the Byzantines. None
survived from the people of the trench except the
nomad tribes.

"Abdullah 1bn Al-Mu'tim sent Al-Rab’i ibn
Al-Afkal to the two fortresses of Ninevah - the
town of Prophet Yunus (peace be upon him) - and
to Mosul. Ninevah was the eastern fortress while
Mosul was the western fortress. Rab'i ibn Al-
Akfal broke through the two fortresses, and the
people agreed to pay jizyah and were bound to a
treaty.

Opening Masibdhan

Sa'd ibn Abi Waqgqgas had information that
Adhin ibn Al-Hurmuzan had mobilized a large
number of Persians and marched with them to the
plains. Sa'd wrote to the Commander of the
Faithful telling him of these arrangements. "Umar
replied, “Send to them Dirar ibn Al-Khattab with
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his army. Let Ibn Al-Hudhail Al-Asadi and
"Abdullah ibn Wahb Al-Rasi be in the vanguard

and the marquees on the two sides of Ibn Al-
Hudhail Al-Asadi.

Dirar ibn Al-Khattab ibn Muharib ibn Fahr
set out with his army as "Umar had ordered, with
Ibn Al-Hudhail in the vanguard, till they reached
the plain of Masibdhan.

The two armies confronted each other at
Hunduf, a small town near Baghdad between
Badhraya and Wasit. They engaged in a tough
battle. Dirar ibn Al-Khattab struck Adhin’s neck,

killing him.

Dirar and his army then resumed their
advance till they reached Al-Sairawan. He took
Masibdhan by force, so its citizens fled to the
mountains seeking refuge. Dirar called them to
embrace Islam and they submitted. He remained in -
Masibdhan till Sa’d moved from Mada’in to Kufa,

where he stayed. Sa'd sent to Dirar asking him to
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be with him in Kufa. Dirar went to Sa'd, leaving
[bn Al-Hudhail Al-Asadi in charge of Masibdhan.

Opening Qarqisiya’

After Hisham ibn ‘Utbah had arrived in
Mada’in from Jalula’, news reached the Muslims
that the people of Jazirah [the area of Iraq between
the two great rivers] had gathered and united to
aid Heraclius against the people of Homs. They
had, as well, sent their army to the people of Hit,
~a town which lay in a lowland on the Euphrates
River. It was near Baghdad above Al-Anbar and
was famous for its massive palm trees and
conveniences of life.

Sa’d wrote to "Umar telling him of this.
"Umar replied, “Send to them "Umar ibn Malik
with an army. Over the vanguard assign Al-Harith
ibn Yazid Al-Amiri, and on the two flanks put
Rab'i ibn "Amir and Malik ibn Habib.”
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"Umar ibn Malik marched with his army
towards Hit, and Al-Harith ibn Yazid advanced
till he reached a slope of a valley at Hit and saw
that the enemy had fortified themselves with a
trench.

When "Umar ibn Malik saw how the people
were fortified in the trench, they surrounded them
for a long time and the leader of the siege was Al-
Harith ibn Yazid.

Meanwhile, "Umar ibn Malik proceeded with
half his army to block the way of the Persians and
to cut the aid and reinforcements from them till he
faced them at Qarqisiya’.

"Umar ibn Malik fought a fierce battle with
the enemies for a long time till he opened
Qarqisiya’ by force. Then they accepted to bargain
and pay jizyah. |

Beforehand, "Umar ibn Malik had written to
Al-Harith ibn Yazid: “Call them and if they
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accept, give them the liberty to leave. Otherwise,
dig a trench around theirs and let its opening be in
front of you.” The people accepted and the
soldiers joined those of "Umar ibn Malik. The
Persians then returned to their homelands. This
was how the Muslims succeeded in opening Iraq,
whose people gradually entered the religion of
Allah in huge numbers.

The Commander of the Faithful "Umar ibn
Al-Khattab sent to Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas, “Build a
city such that no river or bridge separates it from
"Umar.”

Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas chose Kufa, which lay
between Hirah and the Euphrates and enjoyed
land and water and where plants and herbs grew.
He also accomplished the building of Basra,
whose establishment had a great effect on the rule
of caliph. The majority of citizens were of Arab
origin, for Kufa was the abode of the Arab tribes
coming from the south, while Basra was the abode
of those coming from the north.
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THE OPENING OF AL-SHAM

Description

Al-Sham (Greater Syria) 1s bordered by the
Euphrates River on the northeast and by Egypt on
the southwest. It extends from the mountains of
Tai’ in the southeast to the Mediterranean and the
Anadol Mountains in the northwest.

Major cities

Its major cities are Damascus, Jerusalem,
Nabulus, Homs, Hemah, Halab, Amman, Beirut,
Askalan, Gaza, Saida, Sur, Tripoli, Ba'labek,
Manbaj and Al-Ma rah. |

Features

Al-Sham is a vast land with an abundance of
blessings. It is full of gardens, farms and fields.
Fruits are abundant and cheap, and there 1is
generous rain and snow.
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Al-Sham i1s a blessed and sacred land that
Allah destined to be the place of revelations, the
birthplace of prophets and a refuge for godly men.

Prophet Muhammad i, the illiterate Arab of
the Quraish, stood one day on the minaret, looked
towards Al-Sham and said, “O Allah, soften their
hearts. Soften their hearts.” (Narrated by Ibn
"Asakir from Jabir.) He % also said, “You will win
victory over Al-Sham and be defeated for its sake
and you will take hold of a fortress on its sea called
Anafah, wherein Allah will send twelve thousand
martyrs on the Day of Resurrection.” (Narrated by
Al-Tabarani in 4/-Kabir and by Ibn "Asakir from
Abi "Umamah.)

A man said, “Choose for me, Messenger of
Allah.” The Prophet % answered him, “I choose
Al-Sham for you, for it is the place of the best
Muslims, and Allah’s choicest are from its cities,
and Allah chose His elite from its people. If anyone
refuses, may he be ruined and suffer from his own
disloyalty, for Allah the Almighty promised to
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grant me victory over Al-Sham.” He added,
“Commit yourself to Al-Sham, for it is the best
land of Allah wherein are the elite, the best of His
servants.” (Narrated by Ibn "Asakir.)

Zaid ibn Thabit reported: When we were with
the Prophet # writing down the Qur’an on animal
skins, he said, “Blessed be Al-Sham.” They said,
“Messenger of Allah, why 1s it blessed?” He
replied, “Because the angels of Allah spread their
wings over it.” (Narrated by ibn Abi Shaibah,
Imam Ahmad and Al-Tirmidhi.)

The Mother of the Faithful “A’ishah reported:
One day, the Prophet # woke up terrified saying,
“To Allah we belong and to Allah we return.” I
asked him, ““What is wrong? May you be dearer to
me than my father and mother!” He answered,
“The pillar of Islam was taken from behind my
head so I missed it so much. Then I looked and
found it fixed in the heart of Al-Sham. A voice told
me, ‘Muhammad! Allah chose Al-Sham for you for
and His servants. He destined it to be a source of
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honor to you, a gathering place for your
Resurrection, power and reputation. If Allah
bestows grace on someone, He lets him live in Al-
Sham and grants him some of its blessings. If He is
wrathful on someone, He gets an arrow from His
quiver that is hung in the center of Al-Sham and
shoots him with it so that he will not be happy in
this life or in the Hereafter.” (Narrated by Ibn
"Asakir.)

Agricultural products

The trees of Al-Sham include pine, oak,
poplar, olive, palm, walnut, and almond.
Grapevines and raspberries grow there, as well as
figs, apricots, pears, peaches, plums, oranges,
lemons and pomegranates.

Other crops are wheat, oats, lentils, chickpeas,
beans, corn and sesame.
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Opening Damascus

"Abdul Rahman ibn Ziyad ibn An'am heard
"Amr ibn Jabir Al- Hadrami saying that he had
heard the Messenger of Allah # say, “He who
takes Damascus as his residence has survived.”
"Abdul Rahman ibn Ziyad asked ‘Amr ibn Jabir,
“Is this saying narrated from the Prophet?”” *Amr
ibn Jabir Al-Hadrami replied, “Do you think I
narrated on my behalf?” (Narrated by Ibn " Asakir.)

The truthful Prophet % said, “Truly, Al-Sham
will be opened to you, so commit yourselves to a
city called Damascus, for it is the best city in Al-
Sham. The center of the believers i1s on a piece of
its land called Ghuta, which is their stronghold.”
(Narrated by Ibn Al-Najjar from Jubair ibn Nafir.)

Damascus: the stronghold of Al-Sham

After Allah the Almighty had granted victory
to the Muslims in the Battle of Al-Yarmuk, Abu
‘Ubaidah ibn Al-Jarrah assigned Bashir ibn Ka'b
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ibn Abi Al-Himiari to be the governor of Al-
Yarmuk. Afterwards, he advanced till he reached
Safar, where he learned that the Byzantine army
was In Fihl, a place in Jordan, and that
reinforcements had arrived from Homs to help the
people of Damascus. Abu 'Ubaidah was thus
confused whether to start by opening Damascus or
Fihl. He wrote to the Commander of the Faithful
"Umar asking for his advice.

"Umar replied, “Start by Damascus and begin
the fight, for it is the fortress of Al-Sham and the
center of sovereignty. Distract the people of Fihl
from you by cavalrymen directed towards them and
the people of Palastine and Homs as well. If Allah
helps us to open it before Damascus, this would
please us. Otherwise, if it will not be opened until
Damascus 1s opened, charge someone over
Damascus to rule it, leave it and head towards Fihl,
you and the rest of the generals raiding it. If Allah
grants you victory, you and Khalid go to Homs and
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leave Shurahbil and "Amr to be in charge of Jordan
and Palestine.”

Consequently, Abu "Ubaidah sent to Fihl ten
generals of his army. They were: Abu Al-A'war
Al-Salmi, 'Abd "Amr ibn Yazid ibn "Amir Al-
Jarshi, *Amir ibn Khath’amah, *Amr ibn Sa’aq ibn
Ka'b, Saifi ibn 'Ulbah ibn Shamil, "Amr ibn Al-
Habib ibn ‘Umar, Libdah 1bn “Amir ibn
Khath'amah, Bishr ibn ‘Ismah, and ‘Umarah ibn
Makhash, who was assigned as their leader.
‘Umarah marched with them from Safar till they
reached a place near Fihl.

When the Byzantines realized that the Muslim
army was heading towards them, they caused the
water to gush out all around Fihl, making the land
muddy. The Muslims were troubled by this action.
The first to be besieged in Al-Sham were the
people of Fihl, then those of Damascus.

Abu ‘Ubaidah ibn Al-Jarrah sent Dhul-Kala’
with some soldiers camp in a place between Homs
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and Damascus as a protective measure. He also
sent "Algamah ibn Hakim and Masruq with an
army to camp between Damascus and Palastine.
Khalid ibn Al-Walid advanced with ‘Amr ibn Al-
"As and Abu 'Ubaidah ibn Al-Jarrah over his two
flanks. The cavalry was under the command of
‘Iyad and the infantry under Shurahbil.

The Siege of Damascus

Abu “Ubaidah ibn Jarrah and Khalid ibn Al-
Walid marched towards Damascus, which was
ruled by Nastus ibn Nastus. The Muslims besieged
Damascus and surrounded 1t completely. Abu
‘Ubaidah surrounded it from one direction, "Amr
ibn Al'-As from another, and Mazid from a third
positicn. Meanwhile, Heraclius was in Homs.

The Muslims besieged Damascus for seventy
nights. It was a difficult siege, for the Muslims
frequeatly approached and attacked them with
arrows and mangonels while the citizens of
Damascus sought refuge within and pleaded for aid
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and reinforcements from Homs. However, Dhul-
Kila® and his army were between Damascus and
Homs. When the cavalry of Heraclius came from
Homs to reinforce Damascus, the cavalry of Dhul-
Kila' attacked them and prevented them from
reaching Damascus. They camped on their way.

Hence, the people of Damascus still suffered
and waited for support and reinforcements. When
they realized that the aid of Heraclius could not
reach them, they became weak and feeble, and the
Muslims’ hope to get hold of them increased.
During this time, a son was born to the Patriarch of
Damascus. The people were jubilant and feasted,

neglecting their positions. However, no Muslims
noticed this except Khalid ibn Al-Walid.

Khalid was sleepless; he never slept or let
anybody sleep. He was on the alert, sending his
spies to pick up information for him. He knew that
the people of Damascus were drinking a lot of wine
and were drowned in recklessness and joy. He
made up his mind to attack the city walls that were
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opposite to him at night till he opened the city by
force.

When the Byzantines realized this, they
hurried to the gates that were opposite to Abu
‘Ubaidah, opened them for him and said, “Enter
and save us from the people of that side!” The
people of each gate signed an agreement.

Khalid ibn Al-Walid entered by force and met
the leaders at the center of Damascus. He was
fighting and pillaging, while the others were
tolerant and peaceful. Thus, the people of
Damascus reconciled with Khalid, so the city was
opened through an agreement. Abu "Ubaidah sent
to "Umar telling him of their success. "Umar then
wrote to “Ubaidah ordering him to send the army of
Iraq to Iraq to join Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas. The
opening of Damascus.was in the month of Rajab 14
A H.
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Opening Fihl

After Abu "Ubaidah ibn Al-Jarrah succeeded
in opening Damascus, he assigned Yazid ibn Abi
Sufyan to rule it. He marched to Fihl, putting
Khalid ibn Al-Walid over the vanguard and
Shurahbil ibn Hasanah - who was in charge of the
town of Harb in Jordan - was the general over the
people. Over the flanks were Abu "Ubaidah and
"Amr ibn Al-"As, over the cavalry was Dirar ibn
Al-Azwar, and over the infantry was ‘lyad ibn
Ghanam.

The citizens of Fihl had left it and camped
with their army in Bisan, a city in Jordan in the
basin of Sham Al-Ghur Huran and Palastine.
Shurahbil ibn Hasanah camped in Fihl separated
from the enemy by water and mud.

Abu ‘Ubaidah wrote to Commander of the
Faithful "Umar telling him of the situation. The
Muslims were thinking about residing in Fihl
peacefully without fighting till they heard from
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"Umar. They were unable to advance towards the
enemies because of the mud.

The Byzantines, under the command of
Sagallar ibn Mikhraq, advanced and attacked the
Muslims, who were cautious and alert at all times.
They fought fiercely day and night. When it grew
dark, the Byzantines retreated and fled after
Sagallar and Nastus were badly injured and
captured together with their horses by the Muslims.
It ended with the defeat of the Byzantines in Fihl.

Opening Bisan and Tabariyah

Shurahbil ibn Hasanah and "Amr 1bn Al-"As
headed towards Bisan, while Abu Al-A'war Al-
Salmi and the generals advanced towards
Tabariyah.

The towns of Jordan heard about what had
happened in Damascus, the death of Saqallar and
Nastus, and the defeat of the Byzantines in Fihl and
Raghda.
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The Byzantines encountered the army of
Shurahbil ibn Hasanah and they fought fiercely
before fleeing. The rest of the Byzantines
conciliated on the same terms as Damascus, and
Shurahbil accepted.

The people of Tabariyah agreed to the same
terms as the people of Bisan on the condition that
they share the houses with the Muslims. They
would leave half the houses for the Muslims and
join together in the others. "Umar, the Commander
of the Faithful, was informed of the success.

Opening Homs

The city of Homs lay between Halab and
Damascus and it was enclosed by a wall. At its
southern extreme was a fortified castle on a high
hill. The people of Jazirah had sent to the
Byzantine king begging him to send armies to Al-
Sham and promising to help him. He agreed to their
demand.
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After Abu "Ubaidah was granted victory in
Fihl and had allotted the spoils, he heard about the
Byzantines’ plans, so he marched with Khalid ibn
Al-Walid and his army towards Homs. Abu
‘Ubaidah consulted Khalid, who advised, “We
fight the Byzantines till the coming of the
reinforcements.”

Some others suggested fortifying themselves.
Abu ‘Ubaidah objected to Khalid’s opinion and
favored to be fortified in trenches around Homs and
wrote to "Umar telling him that the Byzantines
were facing him. The people of Homs said, “Keep
to your city for they (the Arabs) are bare-footed. If
they are afflicted with cold, their feet will be hurt.”

When it was winter, the Byzantines lost toes
to the severe weather, but no toe fell irom a
Muslim’s foot. When the winter ended, an old
Byzantine called his fellowmen to concihate with
the Muslims, but they refused. Another man
suggested the same thing but failed as well. The
Muslims attacked crying, “Allahu Akbar!” This
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caused many houses to collapse and many walls to
crack. They cried, “Allahu Akbar!” for the second
time and much more damage afflicted the
Byzantines.

The people of Homs asked the Muslims for a
treaty. The Muslims wondered what had changed
their minds, yet they agreed and conciliated with
them on the same terms as Damascus.

Abu 'Ubaidah sent one fifth of the spoils with
"Abdullah 1bn Mas'ud to "Umar and made the
Companion ‘Ubadah ibn Al-Samit the governor of
Homs.

Opening Al-Jazirah

"Umar wrote to Sa'd ibn Ab1 Waqqas, “Allah
has granted the Muslims victories in Al-Sham and
Iraq, so send the army present with you to Al-
Jazirah.” The name means “the island” and it was
so called because 1t was located between the Tigris
and Euphrates Rivers. It was the homeland of the
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Mudar and Bakr tribes. It had many towns and
various castles. Among its cities were Harran, Al-
Riqqah, Ra’s Al-'Ain, Nasibin, Mosul and others.
"Umar added, “Let the leader be one of three:
Khalid ibn "Arfatah, Hashim ibn “Utbah or ‘Iyad
ibn Ghanam.”

When the message of the Commander of the
Faithful *Umar reached Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqgas, he
mobilized an army including Abu Musa Al-Ashari,
"Umar 1bn Sa'd ibn Abi Waqgas, and "Uthman 1bn
Abi Al-"As ibn Bishr Al-Thaqafi, with "Iyad ibn
Ghanam as the leader.

‘Iyad and his army arrived at Rahta’, whose
people negotiated with him and settled a treaty.
The people of Harran agreed to jizyah, too. "lyad
sent Abu Musa Al-Ash’ari to Nasibin. He also
directed "Umar ibn Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas to Ra’s
Al-"Ain with some cavalry to protect the rear of the
Muslims from the Byzantines.
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‘Iyad himself marched with the rest of the
army towards Dara, a city on a mountainside
between Nasibin and Mardin. It had once been the
camp of Dara the son of King Dara the son of King
Qubadh, who fought with and was killed by
Alexander and whose daughter Alexander then
married. ‘Iyad camped there and fought slightly,
then opened it while Abu Musa opened Nasibin.
Everything the Muslims had taken by force from
Al-Jazirah was returned to the people. Thus, Al-
Jazirah was the easiest to open.

Opening Antioch

Abu “Ubaidah marched to Antioch, which
some armies of Qunsurin had overtaken. When he
reached Mahrawiyah, which was two leagues from
Antioch, he was confronted by a group of the
enemy, whom he succeeded to disperse and send
fleeing to the city. He surrounded the city, then its
people agreed with him to pay jizyah and to be
evacuated. Some of them departed while others
remained, and he granted them security. However,
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they broke the pact and he fought them till he
opened it again.

Opening Halab

- When Abu ‘Ubaidah had opened Qunsurin
and made peace with its people on the same
conditions as Homs, he proceeded towards Halab.
Then he received the news that the people of
Qunsurin had violated the treaty and betrayed, so
he sent some armies to teach them a lesson.

Abu ‘Ubaidah then resumed the march with
his army till he reached the borders of Halab,
where he camped. Various groups of the Arabs
went to him and reconciled with him to pay jizyah,
then later declared their Islam.

Then he attacked Halab with “lIyad ibn
Ghanam Al-Fahr as the leader of his army. The
citizens fortified themselves and the Muslims laid
siege to them. After a while, the people of Halab
were unable to endure the siege and asked to be
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secured and reconciled with the Muslims, asking
for the safety of their souls, city, churches and
forts.

It was said that Abu "Ubaidah did not see any
of its citizens because they had moved to Antioch
and sent to him asking for reconciliation. When
Abu 'Ubaidah reconciled with them, they returned
to their city. As for its castle, it was besieged by
the Muslims for four months or more. Some
Muslims were killed on the way to it. Abu
‘Ubaidah wrote to Caliph "Umar:

In the name of Allah the Most
Merciful, the Ever Merciful. To the
servant of Allah, the Commander of
the Faithful "Umar ibn Al-Khattab
from his governor in Al-Sham, Abu
‘Ubaidah. Peace be upon you. I
thank Allah and pray for His
Messenger #%. Commander of the
Faithful, Allah - glory be to Him -
" has opened through our hands the
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city of Qunsurin and the army of
Nabibin launched several raids on
the cities. Allah opened Halab for
us through reconciliation, yet its
castle was hard for us to assail. It
has many people in it together with
the patriarch, who schemed against
us several times, killing many of our
men who were thus rewarded with
martyrdom, and may Allah punish
him rightly. We tried to trick him
but failed, and I have thought about
retreating and lifting the siege and
going to the cities between Halab
and Antioch. I am waiting for your
reply. Peace be upon you and on all
the Muslims.

"Umar replied:

I have received the letter sent by
your messengers and I was pleased
at what I heard of the openings and
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the victory over your enemies as
well as those who achieved
martyrdom. As for what you
mentioned about going to the cities
between Halab and Antioch,
retreating from besieging the castle
and its inhabitants, I perceive this to
be a wrong decision. How could
you leave a man whose residence
you have approached and taken
hold of his city? The retreat will
cause all the others to think you
failed before him and did not face
him. This will certainly defame you
and give him fame and good
reputation. Besides, this action will
give an opportunity for those who
are keen to get hold of you and give
the Byzantine leaders and common
people a chance to infringe upon
you, and the spies will go back and
write to their kings about your weak
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position. Or leave him till Allah
helps you to kill him or till he
surrenders to you - Allah willing -
or till Allah passes His judgment,
for He is the best Judge.

So spread your cavalry in the
plains, the dangerous places, the
narrow places, the wide areas, the
mountains and the valleys. Launch
raid after raid. If any demand
conciliation, accept it from them,
and if any ask for peace, grant them
peace. May Allah be our guardian
for you and the Muslims. I will send
this letter of mine with a group of
Hadramaut and others, as well as
some chiefs from Yemen of those
who dedicated themselves to Allah
and are seeking jihad for Allah’s
sake. They are cavalrymen and bold
Arabs and the reinforcements will
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reach you one after the other, Allah
willing. Peace be upon you.

"Umar sealed the letter and gave 1t to
"Abdullah ibn Qurt and Jadah ibn Jubair, the two
messengers of “Ubaidah to "Umar. The
reinforcements reached Abu "Ubaidah and among
them was one of the servants of Banu Tariff who
was of the ruling family of Kindah called Damis.
He was known as The Man of Horrors, a name that
he deserved. He was black, very tall and a bold
warrior widely known in the land of Kindah.

When Damis saw how the castle was fortified,
he pondered to find a means to enter the
stronghold.

Finally he determined to climb the fortress
with some Muslims, so he did. They found the gate
guards asleep, so they killed them. Then they
proceeded to the second gate, whose guards were
also asleep. They killed the guards, thus opening
the two doors and permitting the army to enter.
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They fought hard. Khalid entered the castle with
his advancing army, and also Dirar ibn Al-Azwar
got 1n. |

When the Bwzantines saw the Muslim army,
they realized that they would not endure to fight
them, so they dopped their weapons saying,
“Help! Help!” and stopped fighting. Thus, the
Muslims restrained themselves.

Meanwhile, Abu ‘Ubaidah came with the
Muslim soldiers. Khalid ibn Al-Walid said, “Abu
‘Ubaidah ibn Al-Jarrah, the Byzantines plead for
peace and we have stopped assaulting them till you
come and issue your orders.”

Abu "Ubaidat asked them to embrace Islam
and some of their chiefs did. Consequently, Abu
"Ubaidah gave them their possessions and people

back.

He spared the peasants from death or capture.
He took oaths from them to be like the people who
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set an agreement or accepted to pay jizyah. This
meant that they had to keep their promises and
respect the agreement. Then he let them go out of
the castle

The Muslims kept discussing Damis and his
schemes and treated his wounds till they healed.
Abu ‘Ubaidah rewarded generously from what
Allah had bestowed on them.
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THE OPENING OF
JERUSALEM

It was previously called Iliya’.

Dhul Isba’ said, “Messenger of Allah, if we
live after you are deceased, where do you order us
to go?” The Prophet % said, “Go to Jerusalem,
perhaps Allah will give you offspring that go back
and forth to it.” And in another wording, “Perhaps
you will have children who go to that mosque and
come from it.” And in another wording, “Perhaps
you will have children to go to that mosque and
come.” (Narrated by Ibn Zinjawih and Ibn Nafi’,
Al-Tabarani in Al-Kabir, and by Ibn Al-Najjar.)

Abu Dhar Al-Ghiffari said, “Messenger of
Allah, which is better, the prayers in this mosque of
yours or the prayers in (the mosque) of Jerusalem?”
The Prophet # said, “Prayers in my mosque are
better than four prayers in Jerusalem, though it is
the best place to pray, for it is the land of
Resurrection. A time will come when if a man can
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see Jerusalem through the loop with which he
hangs his whip [i.e. it is very close to him], it will
be better for him than all the pleasures of this
world.”

Maimunah, the servant of the Prophet, said,
“Tell us about Jerusalem, Messenger of Allah!” He
# said, “The land of Resurrection and gathering.
Go to it and pray there, for prayers in it equal a
thousand prayers in any other mosque.” Maimunah
asked, “What if one can’t go to 1t?” The Prophet &
answered her, “The one who cannot go to it can
dedicate lamp oil to be lit in it, for the one who
donates 1s like the one who prays.” (Narrated by
Abu Dawud, Imam Ahmad, Ibn Zinjawih from
Maimunah the servant of the Prophet.)

Dispatching the Army to Jerusalem

Abu “Ubaidah ibn Al-Jarrah sent seven
armies, each headed by a general. He assigned five
thousand horsemen to each and a banner for each
leader. Thus, the total army was thirty-five
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thousand cavalry. The generals were Khalid 1bn Al-
Walid, Yazid 1bn Abi Sufyan, Shurahbil ibn
Hasanah, Al-Mirqgal ibn Hashim ibn "Utbah ibn Abi
Waqqas, Qais ibn Hubairah Al-Muradi, Al-
Musaiab ibn Najiyah Al-Fazazi and "Urwah ibn
Mubhalhil ibn Zaid Al-Khail.

- The cavalrymen of Shurahbil were from
Yemen. Abu “Ubaidah ordered Al-Mirgal ibn
Hashim to go to the fort and he went by himself.

The seven generals each marched on his own.
Every day, a general marched with his army
scheming to terrify and puzzle the enemy. The first
to advance with the banner was Khalid ibn Al-
Walid, who cried, “Allahu Akbar! Allahu Akbar!”
when he attacked.

The army of Khalid raised their voices crying,
“Allahu Akbar!” When the people of Jerusalem
heard the tumult of their voices, they were terrified
and puzzled. They mounted the walls of the city to
look and, discovering that the Muslims were small
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in number, they underestimated and belittled them.
The Byzantines thought that these were all the
Muslims. Khalid and his army were camping near
Ariha.

On the second day, Yazid ibn Abi Sufyan
proceeded. On the third day Shurahbil ibn Hasanah
advanced, followed on the fourth day by Al-Mirqal
ibn Hashim. The fifth day witnessed the coming of
Al-Musaib ibn Najiyah, and on the sixth came Qais
ibn Hubairah. Finally, on the seventh day came
*Urwah ibn Al-Muhalhil ibn Zaid Al-Khail from the
road to Ramlah.

The March

The armies camped at Jerusalem for three
days without any fight or assault. The Muslims did
not see or talk to any of the Byzantines. However,
the citizens fortified their walls with mangonels,
swords, leather shields and armor of the best kinds.
Al-Musaib 1bn Najiyah reported: We never before
went to any city of Al-Sham and saw such finery
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and such arrangements like those of Jerusalem. We
never surrounded any people but they were
pleading to us because of the terror and horror that
they felt except those people of Jerusalem, for we
camped near them for three days, yet none of them
talked to us or moved.”

On the fourth day one of the Bedouins said to
Shurahbil ibn Hasanah, “O general! Those people
seem as if they are deaf or dumb or blind. Let’s
march towards them.”

When it was the fifth day, after the Muslims
had performed the Fajr Prayer, the first general to
mount his horse to talk to the people of Jerusalem
was Yazid ibn Abi Sufyan. He drew his sword and
approached their wall. He took a translator with
him to interpret their speech. Yazid stood facing
their wall so that they could hear him talking, but
they were silent when he said to his translator,
“Tell them, the leader of the Arabs tells you: What
about answering the call to Islam and to the word
of faith ‘there 1s no God but Allah and Muhammad
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1s the Messenger of Allah.” On that account Allah
will pardon your previous sins and you will thus
save your souls. If you refuse and do not comply,
reconcile with us on behalf of your city, as did
other people than you, who were more powerful
than you. If yca refuse both alternatives, you will
be doomed to ruin and Hell will be your dwelling.”

The translator advanced and said to them,
“This general calls you to one of three choices:
entering Islam, jizyah or war.” One of the priests
replied, “We will not quit the religion of honor.
Killing us is better to us than this.”

Yazid ibn Abi Sufyan returned to the other
generals of the army and told them the priest’s
answer, then said, “What causes us to wait?”’

They said, “Abu "Ubaidah did not order us to
attack or fight those people. We will write to the
‘Guardian of the Nation” Abu “Ubaidah.” So Yazid
wrote to him about the reply of the people, asking
him what the next step was.
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Abu ‘Ubaidah replied ordering them to
advance and telling them that he would follow them
soon after that letter.

When the generals read the message of Abu
‘Ubaidah, they were pleased, hopeful and waited
for the morning. Each one of them wanted the
opening to be done by his own hands and enjoy
praying in Jerusalem and looking at the relics of the
prophets (peace be upon them all). When Fajr was
announced, the people performed the prayers and
Yazid recited Allah’s words that mean

{O my people, enter the Sacred
Land which Allah has destined for
you to enter, and do not turn back
or you will be losers.}

(Al-Ma’ida 5: 21)

When the prayers were done they cried “To
arms! To arms! Horses of Allah, ride!”
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The first to launch the attack were the men of
Himyar and Yemen. The Muslims fought resolutely
as 1f they were fearless lions. The people of
Jerusa