Selected Questions from the
Dictionary of the Frequently Asked

Questions (FAQs) on Islam
(Iman (faith) Section)

Importance/1

Q1- Who is Allah?

Al: In Islam, Allah is the Lord of the worlds and the whole
creation that He nourishes with His favors. Allah Almighty
says:jinaall &5 4 A2ai¢ {All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the
worlds.}[Surat al-Fatihah: 2]

He is the Creator, the Sovereign, the Provider, and the One
Who manages the creatures' affairs alone without a partner.
Allah Almighty says:} 452l Sdaial s 83218 Wil Ly 3315 el sl &35
Gals "4l 313 Ja¢ {Lord of the heavens and earth and all that is
between them. So, worship Him and be constant in worshiping
Him. Do you know anyone equal to Him?}[Surat Maryam: 65]

He is the only deity truly worthy of worship because of His
divine and perfect attributes, and the only One to Whom the
creation, the command, the judgment, and the legislation
belong.

Allah Almighty says:}é=3¥1s ol gl a 12T Jiali A5 {To Him
belong the most sublime attributes in the heavens and
earth.}[Surat ar-Rim: 27]

He is the All-Great and the Perfect One to Whom all praise and
absolute perfection belong, and Who has the most beautiful
names and the most sublime attributes. Allah Almighty says:} 45
& 55306 LAl :LYT {Allah has the Most Beautiful Names, so
call upon Him by them.}[Surat al-A‘raf: 180]

He is the All-Hearing Whose hearing is perfect, the All-Seeing
Whose sight is perfect, the All-Knowing Whose knowledge is
perfect, the Omnipotent Who has absolute power over all



things, and nothing can escape Him.He is the Most
Compassionate and the Most Merciful Whose mercy
encompasses every creature and every living being, and He is
the Most Merciful to the believers.He is the Ever-Living Who
never dies, the First Who is preceded by none, and the Last
Who is succeeded by none. Allah Almighty says:} Saldiy O3NT A
PO Y el 5515 {He is the First and the Last, the
Manifest and the Hidden, and He is All-Knowing of
everything.}[Surat al-Hadid: 3]

He is the All-Wise Who perfected His creation, and Whose
creation and command are based on His wisdom.

He has no peers, no wife, no child, and no parents, and nothlng
is like Him. Allah Almighty says:} 35 &5 3 & Sl 4 safaf g 08
*aal 15K 4 & a5 {Say: “He is Allah, the One; Allah, the Eternal
Refuge. He neither begets nor is He begotten, and there is
none comparable to Him.”}[Surat al-lkhlas: 1-4]Allah Almighty
says:) uadl aldl 32 35005 <4l G {There is nothing like unto
Him, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.}[Surat ash-
Shara: 11]

He is in heaven above the Thrpng and above all the creatures.
Allah Almighty says:jes s i5all e (a5 {The Most
Compassionate rose over the Throne.}[Surat Taha: 5]

Allah Almighty also says:} sl aSaTl 5 5%eie 33 586l 55 3 {He is
the Vanquisher over His slaves, and He is the All-Wise, the All-
Aware.}[Surat al-An‘am: 18]

Importance/1l
Q2- What is the proof of Allah's existence?

A2: Clear reason, sound natural disposition, and straight
methods all prove that Allah Almighty exists. None can deny
His existence except one who fails to comply with the dictates
of the human mind.These creatures surely have a creator
because they either exist with no creator or originator, which is
inevitably proven wrong by reason, since nothing can exist



without a creator!Or these creatures created themselves, which
Is impossible since nothing can create itself from non-
existence.Or these creatures have a creator who is Allah, the
Great, the All-Knowing, the Creator, and the All-Wise.Allah
Almighty has drawn people's attention to this division in the
best and most brief manner, saying:{Csaal b &l o5 e G 84 ]
{Were they created by no one, or were they the creators [of
themselves] 255t s ¥ & G335 il 5l | 412 2} Or did they create
the heavens and earth? Rather, they are not certain in
faith.}[Surat at-Tur: 35-36]Someone was asked in this
regard:"How did you know your Lord?" He said: "The piece of
dung indicates the existence of an animal, and the footprints
indicate the existence of walkers, then, a sky full of stars, a land
full of pathways, and a sea full of waves must definitely indicate
the existence of the All-Subtle and the All-Aware."

These creatures must have someone to manage their affairs. If
you examine the upper and lower worlds, you will notice how
everything is perfectly planned and created in a form that
perfectly suits it. You will also notice that all creatures have
been guided to what guarantees their wellness and
survival.This perfection is recurrent in all creatures and takes
countless forms and shapes, which makes it impossible for the
theory of coincidence and randomness to be true.Allah
Almighty calls attention to this, saying:{sc=s & (&1 ¢l & gita)
{Such is the design of Allah, Who has perfected
everything.}[Surat an-Nami: 88]

Allah Almighty also says:{s® & 48l ¢ (8 ez gl G5 08} {He
said, “Our Lord is the One Who gave everything its form then
guided it.”}[Surat Taha: 50]It was reported that a group of
atheists met Abu Hanifah (may Allah have mercy upon him)
and said to him: "What proves the existence of the Maker?" He
replied: "Leave me alone, | am preoccupied with a strange
matter." They said: "What is it?" He replied: "I have been
informed that there is a huge ship in the Tigris that is filled with



all kinds of amazing goods, and it is sailing back and forth on its
own without having a sailor or a captain.”

They said: "Are you crazy?" He said: "Why?" They said: "Can a
sane person believe this?" He said: "Then how could your
minds believe that this world with all types of creatures and alll
amazing events, this rotating orbit, and these events are all
operating without an operator?!" So, they realized that they
were the ones to be blamed.

There are countless proofs of the existence of the Almighty
Lord, some of which are:The Fitrah (natural disposition)The
Fitrah is something instinctive in man that he cannot
resist.Proof also includes the fact that every single creature
indicates the existence of the Almighty Creator.Other proofs
include care, perfection, and subjugation, in addition to other
iInnumerable proofs, as everything indicates the existence of
Allah Almighty, the Creator, the Magnificent, the Manager of
affairs, and the All-Wise.

Importance/l

Q3- What proves the obligation of belief in the oneness of
Allah Almighty?

A3: The following proves the obligation of belief in the oneness
of Allah Almighty in His Lordship and that He alone is the
Creator, the Owner, and the One Who manages the affairs
without having a partner:

Allah Almighty says:} W 4l 38 Call 13 4l (e daa (& g o5 (e 0 3851
Osta e B Glails ks e aplaig a5 GIA { {Allah has never
begotten a son, nor is there any god besides Him. Otherwise,
each god would have taken away what he had created, and
each would have tried to gain supremacy over the other. Glory
be to Allah far above what they ascribe to Him!}[Surat al-
Mu’'mindn: 91]

This verse includes what scholars call Dalil al-tamanu’ (the
proof of mutual conflict). It means that if we assume that there



are other gods besides Allah,then, these gods must either
submit to His divinity or dispute with Him over it.The first
assumption invalidates the idea of their divinity since the one
who is submissive cannot be a god. As for the second
assumption, which is disputing with Him over His dominion and
sovereignty, the effect of this dispute would have appeared in
the universe as some of these gods would have gained
supremacy over the others and each would have taken away
what he created to be the only one who controls it. Moreover,
had this second assumption been valid, we would have seen
each of these gods' dominions different from the other
dominions, and they would have overcome each other just like
the kings of this world who possess different kingdoms and who
seek to gain superiority over each other. However, since no
difference is seen and no traces of such a dispute are seen,
you should realize that there is only one God in Whose Hand is
the dominion of all things.

If someone says that there is some agreement between the
gods and so each of them took away what he created without
conflict or dispute, then this is also the greatest proof of their
false divinity because each god will have an incomplete divinity
when it comes to the creatures that he did not create.This
denotes a deficiency in all these gods, which is impossible
because divinity entails perfection, not deficiency.

As for what proves the obligation of belief in the oneness of
Allah Almighty in His divinity, which is the oneness of worship,
by singling out Allah Almighty with all forms of apparent and
hidden types of worship, including prayer, supplication, humility,
reliance, submission, fear, hope, slaughter, vows, and seeking
help, refuge, and relief, besides other types of worship that
should be devoted solely to Allan Almighty, Who has no
partner,

Allah Almighty says:} eSLJ I8 e Epills KA i R P R R
uﬁ-‘-'l( {O people, worship your Lord, Who created you and those



before you, so that you may become righteous.}[Surat al-
Baqgarah: 21]

So, the Lord is the One Who is worthy of worship and all others
are creatures and slaves who are unworthy of worship.

Allah Almighty has invalidated the polytheists' act of taking
gods beside Him with many rational proofs, including the
following:None among these gods possesses any of the divine
characteristics. They are created and not creators. They can
neither bring benefit to their worshippers, nor protect them from
harm. They can neither give them life, nor cause them to die.
They possess nothing of the heavens and the earth.

Allah Almighty says:} Y3 o825 zh 5 Wi & alhs ¥ 4gls a5 e 1584375
s V3358 V5 U3a 0580 V5 Ll V5 15k 2y () Sl {They have
taken besides Him other gods who can create nothing but are
themselves created. Nor do they have power to harm or benefit
themselves, nor do they have power to cause death, give life or
resurrect the dead.}[Surat al-Furgan: 3]

Allah Almighty also says:} J&e & &KL ¥ &1 ¢ 50 o alze 5 Guill 15237 8
b 0 abie W a3 5 G Lagd 3¢ Ly a3¥T 3 Y5 ol 32001 8353 {Say,
“Call upon those whom you claim [to be gods] besides Allah.
They do not have even an atom’s weight of authority in the
heavens or on earth, nor do they have any share in either of
them, nor is any of them a helper to Allah.”}[Surat Saba’: 22]

Moreover, Allah Almighty says:}&sas 245 1s 35 ¥ G 6 £ %0 {Do
they ascribe to Him partners who cannot create anything, but
are themselves created?}[Surat al-A‘raf: 191]

This means: Do these polytheists, in their worship of Allah,
associate with Allah His creatures who are incapable of
creating anything and who are created?!

If this is the case with these so-called gods, then deifying them
Is nothing but absolute foolishness and pure falsehood.



- As for what proves the obligation of belief in the oneness of
Allah Almighty in His names and attributes, to realize the fact
that the Creator is different from the creature

Allah Almighty says:}sail guldl 345525 <4l Gl {There is
nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-
Seeing.}[Surat ash-Shira: 11]

Jo b LIS 5<% {There is nothing like unto Him},i.e., none of His
creatures resembles Him in His essence, His names, His
attributes, or His acts because all His names are beautiful, all
His attributes are attributes of perfection and greatness, and
through His acts, He alone brought the magnificent creatures
into existence. So, nothing is like Him simply because He alone
possesses perfection in all aspects.

The following is part of the rational evidence on establishing the
Names and Attributes mentioned in the Shariah:

1. These great creatures, with their divergence, variation,
consistency in pursuing their own interests, and compliance
with their predesigned plans, all indicate the greatness of Allah,
His ability, His knowledge, His wisdom, and His will.

2- Kindness, benevolence, removing harm, and relieving
distress - all of these indicate mercy, generosity, and bounty.

3- Punishing and wreaking vengeance on sinners indicates that
Allah is displeased with them and hates them.

4- Honoring the obedient and rewarding them indicates that
Allah is pleased with them and loves them.

Allah Almighty says:} S all 355 Gai¥15 e gaidl 8 e VT Jalf 4l
s8¢ {To Him belong the most sublime attributes in the
heavens and earth.}[Surat ar-Rim: 27] This means: The most
sublime attributes belong to Allah Almighty, and nothing is like
unto Him. It is impossible for two to share the most sublime
attributes, because if they are equal, none of them will be
higher than the other, and if they are not equal, then the one



described as having the most sublime attributes will be one of
them only. Therefore, having a peer or an equal is impossible
for the One Who possesses the most sublime attributes.

Importance/1

Q4- Why did Allah create us? What is the purpose behind
our existence?

A4: Allah Almighty, the All-Knowing and the All-Aware, informs
us of the rationale and purpose behind creatlng us and bringing
us to existence in His noble Book, saying:} ¥! oY1 Call Gils
os23¥ {I have not created the jinn and mankind except to
worship Me.}[Surat adh-Dhariyat: 56]

This is the purpose behind creating the jinn and mankind, and
behind sending all the messengers; namely, worshiping Allah
Almighty, which includes knowing Him and loving Him, turning
to Him in repentance, seeking closeness to Him, and turning
away from anything other than Him.

Whoever deviates from this purpose will deserve Allah's
punishment, and whoever complles with it will deserve eternal
bliss. Allah Aimighty says: k¢ u-ogf b3 Ll g Koo alia e Ga
Gyslang 88 G aly b o3l 2% 5331535k § s 452y {Whoever does
righteous deeds, male or female, while being a believer, We will
surely grant him a good life, and We will surely reward them
according to the best of their deeds.}[Surat an-Nahl: 97]

Importance/2
Q5- Who then created Allah Almighty?

A5: This is an invalid question from the outset because if we
assume for the sake of argument that there is a creator of Allah
Almighty, the questioner will further ask about the creator of
Allah's creator and so on endlessly.

This is logically impossible.



The fact that conforms with reason and logic is that all
creatures are created by one Creator Who is created by none;
Instead, He is the Creator of everything, and He is the true
Almighty God.

This is proven by Allah's statement:} GhUlls Halls 42l 0557 5
ale 25 0K 35 5 {He is the First and the Last, the Manifest and
the Hidden, and He is All-Knowing of everything.}[Surat al-
Hadid: 3]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
interpreted this verse, saying:"O Allah, You are the First;
preceded by nothing, and You are the Last; succeeded by
nothing."[Narrated by Muslim]

The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
also said:"There was Allah and nothing else other than
Him."Another narration reads:"And nothing else before
Him."[Both narrated by Al-Bukhari]

This is the first treatment for this question.

As for the second treatment, it is mentioned in the Prophet's
Hadiths, as he (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said:"People will continue to ask one another questions until
someone says: 'Allah created all things, so who created Allah?'
Whoever comes across anything of that nature should say: 'l
believe in Allah.™

The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) also said:"Satan comes to one of you and says:
'‘Who created the heavens? Who created the earth?' He says:
‘Allah,' - another similar narration adds: ‘and (I believe) in His
messengers."

The Messenger of Allah (May Allah's peace and blessings be
upon him) said:"Satan comes to one of you and says: 'Who
created such-and-such? Until he says: 'Who created your
Lord?' If a person reaches this, he should seek refuge with
Allah and desist from that."



[All narrated by Muslim]
All these Hadiths

indicate the source of this question, which is the devil, and they
clarify the treatment, which lies in the following steps:

1- Stop being driven behind the devil's whispering and
deception.

2- Say: "l believe in Allah and in His messengers."
3- Seek refuge with Allah from the devil.

It was also reported that one should spit lightly on his left three
times and recite surat al-Ikhlas.

FlnaIIy, Allah Almlghty says:) sis (K GLA SA Y\ v eSU PR
355 28 K e 335,32 {Such is Allah, your Lord; none has the
right to be worshiped except Him, the Creator of all things. So
worship Him, for He is the Maintainer of all things.}[Surat al-
An‘am: 102]
Importance/1
Q6- Why was evil created?

AG: It is not befitting to ask such a question or to object asking
why Allah created evil because Allah Almighty is the Creator
and He cannot be questioned for what He does; rather, He is
the One who questions. Allah Almighty says:} & 5 Jaa be (24 Y
5;@4 {He cannot be questioned for what He does, but they will
be questioned.}[Surat al-Anbiya’: 23]The following, however, is
part of the rationale behind the existence and the creation of
good and evil:

- As a trial and test for those who are legally accountable
through good and evil and, thus, finding out who will prove to )
be patlent and be a believer and who will be otherwise.} Gla sl
sl 55l a5 e (el &8 &5l 5 el salig {Who created death
and life to test you as to which of you is best in deeds, and He
Is the All-Mighty, the Most Forgiving.}[Surat Al-Mulk: 2]



Allah Almighty also says:} s« 35 hﬂbiﬁ sl Sl &l fwe
test you with bad and good as a trial, then to Us you will all be
returned.}[Surat al-Anbiya’: 35]

Allah Almighty has brought His slaves into existence, given
them commands and prohibitions, and tested them with good
and evil, richness and poverty, honor and humiliation, life and
death, as a trial to find out who among them is best in deeds
and who falls into temptations and who will save
themselves.}dsxa 5 W 3¢ {Then to Us you will all be
returned}We will recompense you for your deeds, with good
recompense for virtuous deeds and evil recompense for evil
deeds.jasdl 3 &85 ¢ {Your Lord is not unjust to His slaves.}

This fulfills the duality of the universe, as good cannot be
known except through evil, for things are distinguished by their
opposites. Evil is essential for the existence of good, which is a
struggle against it. Good, evil, and man's fluctuation between
both are part of the nature of this worldly life.

Evil is something relative, as some may regard something as
evil whereas others may regard it as good. Cutting the thief's
hand, for example, is bad for him, but it is good for society
because it deters people from seizing others' properties.

This is the fulfillment of the true meaning of a fair trial for the
one held accountable for religious duties, as Allah Almighty has
made the path of good and that of evil clear for man and has
given him the freedom to choose between them.

Allah Almighty says:}cite 4l J=3 &l {Have We not given him two
eyes, s Ll s and a tongue and two lips,¢aaaill 453 5 and
shown him the two ways [of right and wrong]?}[Surat al-Balad:
8-10]This means: Have We not given him two eyes to see, and
a tongue and two lips to speak with, and have We not clarified
for him the path of good and that of evil?

- Many of the evils that we see are not pure evil in all aspects;
rather, they may include aspects of goodness. There could be a



great deal of goodness hidden in what we consider to be evil.
For instance, one could be afflicted with a disease that could be
the cause of warding off greater harm. Moreover, one may lose
a business deal that could have caused him to act tyrannically
and arrogantly if he had won it, and one's child may pass away
who could have been a curse upon him if he had
lived.Furthermore, one may deserve Hellfire because of his
deeds, which is the real disaster. However, Allah afflicts him
with adversity that he bears patiently, thus making him worthy
of Paradise, which is true and eternal goodness.

So, Allah Almighty does not create pure evil, and evil is not to
be attributed to Him, as mentioned in the authentic hadith that
the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him)
said:"And evil is not attributed to You."[Narrated by Muslim]

Another rationale behind the existence of good and evil is
manifesting the Almighty Lord's ability to create opposites and
contradictions and manifesting the effects of His power-related
names. In other words, Allah Almighty manifests the effects of
His names and acts, like He is the Vanquisher, the Capable of
retribution, the Just, etc. Allah Almlghty says:) & ula Al 4

A Gl 58 5o O el O 1 5aB3 Gai 5T 055 Galie VT ag ol s
Gle ¢ (K LAl 3¢ {Allah is the One Who has created seven
heavens, and likewise for the earth. The Command descends
between them so that you may know that Allah is Most Capable
of all things, and that Allah has encompassed everything in
knowledge.}[Surat at-Talaq: 12]

Evils are not meant for themselves and are not the purpose
behind creating people; rather, they are means destined to
achieve favorable results. So, if such results are achieved,
these evils will fade away and vanish and the matter will return
to pure goodness.None can understand the rationale behind
the existence of evil before realizing that this life is a temporary
abode, the abode of trial, affliction, and deficiency. So, whoever
expects to see absolute perfection therein is simply objecting to



the divine wisdom that has already decided to make the
Hereafter alone the abode of perfection.

Allah Almighty says about the one who believed:} s3a (& 35
AT 13 g 50aldl ) 5 aia T 6 5l {O my people, the life of this
world is only a brief enjoyment, whereas the Hereafter is the
permanent abode.}[Surat Ghafir: 39]

Importance/l

Q1- What is the treatment for having bad thoughts about
monotheism and faith?

AT7: The following represents the treatment for bad thoughts
(devil's whispering):

- Fortify yourself with knowledge, for ignorance makes it easy
for the devils from among the humans and jinn to overcome
you.

- Remember Allah and seek refuge with Him from the accursed
devil.

- Avoid giving heed to whispering and put an end to it.

- Ask the people of knowledge, as Allah Almighty says:} Jal 13k
Osals Y &S o) KA {Ask the people of knowledge, if you do not
know.}[Surat an-Nahl: 43]
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