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Question no. 16
[bookmark: _Toc3]How did life begin?
Answer:
Importance/1
Q- How did the creation begin?
Allah Almighty has always existed, and nothing else has existed along with Him or before Him. Then He originated His creation in an unprecedented manner after the universe had been non-existent. Allah Almighty says:﴿إِنَّ رَبَّكُمُ ٱللَّهُ ٱلَّذِی خَلَقَ ٱلسَّمَـٰوَ ٰ⁠تِ وَٱلۡأَرۡضَ فِی سِتَّةِ أَیَّامࣲ ثُمَّ ٱسۡتَوَىٰ عَلَى ٱلۡعَرۡشِۖ یُغۡشِی ٱلَّیۡلَ ٱلنَّهَارَ یَطۡلُبُهُۥ حَثِیثࣰا وَٱلشَّمۡسَ وَٱلۡقَمَرَ وَٱلنُّجُومَ مُسَخَّرَ ٰ⁠تِۭ بِأَمۡرِهِ أَلَا لَهُ ٱلۡخَلۡقُ وَٱلۡأَمۡرُۗ تَبَارَكَ ٱللَّهُ رَبُّ ٱلۡعَـٰلَمِینَ﴾ {Your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and earth in six days, and then rose over [istawa] the Throne. He makes the night and day overlap in rapid succession. He made the sun, the moon, and the stars – all subservient to His command. Behold, His is the creation and the command. Blessed is Allah, the Lord of the worlds.}[Surat al-A‘rāf: 54]Al-Bukhāri narrated in his "Sahīh Collection" that ‘Imrān ibn Husayn reported that the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said:"There has always been Allah and nothing else was before Him, and His Throne was above the water. Then, He created the heavens and the earth, and He wrote down everything in the Preserved Tablet."
Then, Allah Almighty created Adam, the father of mankind, as in the Hadth mentioned in the "Sahih Muslim Collection," where Abu Hurayrah reported that the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The best day on which the sun has risen is Friday. On that day Adam was created, he was admitted to Paradise, and he was driven out therefrom."
Allah Almighty mentions the creation of man, saying:﴿وَلَقَدۡ خَلَقۡنَا ٱلۡإِنسَـٰنَ مِن سُلَـٰلَةࣲ مِّن طِینࣲ {We created man from an extract of clay,ثُمَّ جَعَلۡنَـٰهُ نُطۡفَةࣰ فِی قَرَارࣲ مَّكِینࣲ then We placed him as a sperm-drop in a safe place,ثُمَّ خَلَقۡنَا ٱلنُّطۡفَةَ عَلَقَةࣰ فَخَلَقۡنَا ٱلۡعَلَقَةَ مُضۡغَةࣰ فَخَلَقۡنَا ٱلۡمُضۡغَةَ عِظَـٰمࣰا فَكَسَوۡنَا ٱلۡعِظَـٰمَ لَحۡمࣰا ثُمَّ أَنشَأۡنَـٰهُ خَلۡقًا ءَاخَرَۚ فَتَبَارَكَ ٱللَّهُ أَحۡسَنُ ٱلۡخَـٰلِقِینَ﴾ then We made the sperm-drop into a clinging clot, then We made the clinging clot into a lump, then We made the lump into bones, and We clothed the bones with flesh, and then We developed it into another creation. So Blessed is Allah, the Best of Creators.}[Surat al-Mu’minūn: 12-14]
Allah Almighty also says:﴿یَـٰۤأَیُّهَا ٱلنَّاسُ ٱتَّقُوا۟ رَبَّكُمُ ٱلَّذِی خَلَقَكُم مِّن نَّفۡسࣲ وَ ٰ⁠حِدَةࣲ وَخَلَقَ مِنۡهَا زَوۡجَهَا وَبَثَّ مِنۡهُمَا رِجَالࣰا كَثِیرࣰا وَنِسَاۤءࣰۚ وَٱتَّقُوا۟ ٱللَّهَ ٱلَّذِی تَسَاۤءَلُونَ بِهِۦ وَٱلۡأَرۡحَامَۚ إِنَّ ٱللَّهَ كَانَ عَلَیۡكُمۡ رَقِیبࣰا﴾ {O people, fear your Lord Who created you from a single soul, and created from it its mate, and from both of them created countless men and women. Fear Allah in Whose name you ask one another, and be mindful of your kinship ties, for Allah is ever Watchful over you.}[Surat an-Nisā’: 1]
In these verses, Allah Almighty mentions man's phases and stages starting from his creation until his last phase. In the beginning, Allah mentions the creation of the father of mankind, Adam (peace be upon him) and how he was created from {an extract of clay}, i.e., an extract taken from all the earth. This is why Adam's children vary according to the variations found in the earth. Among them are the good and the evil and in between them, and the easy-going and the harsh and in between them.
Allah Almighty also mentions the creation of the heavens and the earth and what is between them, saying:﴿خَلَقَ ٱلسَّمَـٰوَ ٰ⁠تِ بِغَیۡرِ عَمَدࣲ تَرَوۡنَهَاۖ وَأَلۡقَىٰ فِی ٱلۡأَرۡضِ رَوَ ٰ⁠سِیَ أَن تَمِیدَ بِكُمۡ وَبَثَّ فِیهَا مِن كُلِّ دَاۤبَّةࣲۚ وَأَنزَلۡنَا مِنَ ٱلسَّمَاۤءِ مَاۤءࣰ فَأَنۢبَتۡنَا فِیهَا مِن كُلِّ زَوۡجࣲ كَرِیمٍ﴾ {He created the heavens without pillars that you can see; and He placed firm mountains on the earth, so it does not shake with you; and He spread therein all kinds of creatures. We sent down rain from the sky and caused to grow therein all kinds of fine plants.}[Surat Luqmān: 10]May Allah's peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and all his Companions.
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